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3 US troops killed in Afghan lED blast 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Three 
US. troops were killed and four 
Americans were wounded when a 
roadside bomb exploded Tuesday 
in central Afghanistan, marking 
the deadliest day for US. forces in 
the country this year. 

The wounded — three troops and 


a contractor — were evacuated and 
are receiving medical care, a mili¬ 
tary statement said. 

The blast occurred near Ghazni 
city when a convoy of US. forces 
sent to help battle the Taliban 
struck the bomb, said Mohammad 
Araf Noori, spokesman for the gov¬ 
ernor of Ghazni province. 

The troops were on their way 
to Andar district to participate in 


military operations against insur¬ 
gents, Amanullah Kamran, a pro¬ 
vincial council member, told Stars 
and Stripes. 

The Taliban quickly claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for the attack, saying it 
was targeted at “American invad¬ 
ers.” The group has stepped up ac¬ 
tivity in Ghazni in recent months. 

SEE lED ON PAGE 5 
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A Ukrainian police officer patrols 
a checkpoint in Berdyansk, Ukraine, 
on Tuesday. The Ukrainian parliament on 
Monday adopted a motion by the president to 
impose martial law for 30 days, something that 
Ukraine avoided even when Russia annexed 
its Crimean Peninsula and sent in clandestine 
troops and weapons to the war-torn east. 

Evgeniy Maloletka/AP 
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Kremlin warns over hostilities in Ukraine 


By Nataliya Vasilyeva, Kate 

De Pury And Niko Price 

Associated Press 

KIEV, Ukraine — The Kremlin 
warned Tuesday that Ukraine’s 
declaration of martial law over 
Russia’s seizure of three Ukraini¬ 
an ships might trigger a flare-up 
in hostilities in eastern Ukraine, 
while Kiev blamed Russia for pa¬ 
rading captured Ukrainian sea¬ 
men on television. 

Russia and Ukraine have 
blamed each other for Sunday’s 
confrontation in the Kerch Strait, 
which links the Black Sea and the 
Sea of Azov. The clash has raised 
the specter of renewing a full¬ 
blown conflict in eastern Ukraine 


and saw Russia strongly criti¬ 
cized at the United Nations by the 
United States and its allies. 

The Ukrainian parliament on 
Monday adopted a motion by the 
president to impose martial law 
for 30 days. That is something 
Ukraine avoided doing even when 
Russia annexed its nearby Crime¬ 
an peninsula in 2014 or sent in 
clandestine troops and weapons 
to insurgents in war-tom eastern 
Ukraine. 

On Sunday near Crimea, Rus¬ 
sian border guards rammed into 
and opened fire on three Ukrai¬ 
nian navy vessels traveling from 
the Black Sea toward a Ukrainian 
port. The Russians seized the 
ships and their crews. 


Ukraine considers the 24 cap¬ 
tured men to be prisoners of war 
and says some have been serious¬ 
ly injured, while Russia says they 
are individuals who have violated 
its border. 

The Kremlin reacted strongly 
to Ukraine’s declaration of mar¬ 
tial law, with Dmitry Peskov, 
Russian President Vladimir Pu¬ 
tin’s spokesman, telling reporters 
Tuesday that it might trigger a 
flare-up in hostilities in eastern 
Ukraine. 

Ukrainian troops have been 
fighting Russia-backed separat¬ 
ists in eastern Ukraine since 
2014, a conflict that has left more 
than 10,000 dead, but fighting has 
eased since a truce in 2015. 


The martial law formally went 
into effect Monday in several 
parts of Ukraine, including areas 
bordering territory now held by 
the separatists. 

The Russian intelligence 
agency FSB claimed the ships 
had Ukrainian SBU intelligence 
agents onboard with a mission to 
mount what they called “provoca¬ 
tion” in the Kerch Strait. 

The strait is spanned by a new 
bridge that Russia completed this 
year — the only land link from 
the Russian mainland to the an¬ 
nexed peninsula of Crimea. 

The SBU on Tuesday confirmed 
it had officers on the ships but 
denied any nefarious intentions, 
saying they were simply fulfilling 


counterintelligence operations 
for the Ukrainian navy. 

The SBU also demanded that 
Russia stop using “psychologi¬ 
cal and physical pressure” on the 
Ukrainians — an apparent refer¬ 
ence to interviews of the crew¬ 
members that Russia released 
late Monday. The video broadcast 
by Russian state television showed 
three separate interviews with 
Ukrainian seamen, all of whom 
agreed with Russian claims that 
they violated its border. 

It was not immediately possible 
to ascertain if the men were talk¬ 
ing under duress or had been sub¬ 
ject to violence. One of them was 
clearly reading from a prepared 
script. 


Ukraine says Russian jet fired missiles during clash at sea 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

A Russian fighter-bomber fired 
two missiles at Ukrainian ships 
during Sunday’s naval clash. 


Correction 

A Nov. 22 article about 
the Air Force approving 
a Muslim airman’s beard 
contained incorrect infor¬ 
mation. Air Force Staff Sgt. 
Abdul Rahman Gaitan is 
not the first Muslim airman 
to receive a religious ac¬ 
commodation for his beard 
from the service. Gaitan is 
among the first seven air¬ 
men to receive the religious 
accommodation. 


causing serious injuries to an of¬ 
ficer aboard one of the vessels, 
Ukraine’s security services said 
Tuesday. 

The injured officer was a mem¬ 
ber of Ukraine’s military coun¬ 
terintelligence office. 

Vasyl Hrytsak, head of 
Ukraine’s security service, 
known as the SBU, said the “real 
amazement” was the size of the 
Russian military response dur¬ 
ing Sunday’s confrontation, which 
was larger than reported during 
the immediate aftermath of the 
attack. 

The Russian military deployed 
six security service vessels and 
four navy warships, as well as 
combat helicopters and fighters, 
Hrytsak said. 

“According to the confirmed 
SBU operative information, one 
of the Russian strike aircraft 
used two unmanned combat mis¬ 
siles against the Ukrainian boats. 


heavily wounding one of the 
SBU officers,” Hrytsak said in a 
statement. 

Vicktor Muzhenko, commander 
of the general staff, said the Rus¬ 
sian fighter was a Sukhoi Su-30, a 
multirole fighter-bomber, Ukrai¬ 
nian media reported. 

The injured officer and about 
22 merchants were taken into 
custody by Russian forces, who 
also seized the three Ukrainian 
vessels. 

Ukraine has demanded that 
Moscow release the sailors but 
Russia has yet to oblige. 

During the confrontation, a 
Russian ship also rammed a 
Ukrainian tugboat and Russian 
crews fired at the tugboat and two 
navy vessels. Russia’s Federal Se¬ 
curity Service blamed Ukraine 
for the incident, saying its ships 
made an unauthorized passage 
through Russian territorial wa¬ 
ters. Ukraine says it gave proper 


notifications. 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin will announce his stance on 
the incident “within the next few 
days,” Russia’s Tass news agency 
reported Tuesday. 

The clash at sea, which marks 
the most significant military 
escalation between Russia and 
Ukraine since Moscow’s 2014 
intervention in the country, hap¬ 
pened near the Kerch Strait, 
which connects the Black Sea and 
Sea of Azov. The waterway is cru¬ 
cial for commercial ships head¬ 
ing to Ukrainian ports. 

However, Russia’s control over 
the narrow chokepoint—Moscow 
has periodically cut off access to 
the strait and delayed the tran¬ 
sit of hundreds of ships in recent 
months — has been a constant 
source of tension. 

The latest confrontation 
prompted Ukraine to declare 
martial law on Monday, citing 


concerns that Moscow could be 
planning a ground invasion. The 
decision is intended to put troops 
at a higher state of combat readi¬ 
ness for 30 days in areas where 
Ukraine shares a border with 
Russia. 

While Ukraine is not a NATO 
member, allies have condemned 
Russia’s use of force. 

“What we saw yesterday was 
very serious because we saw ac¬ 
tually that Russia used military 
force against Ukraine, in an open 
and direct way,” NATO Secre¬ 
tary-General Jens Stoltenberg 
said to reporters Monday. “So, 
this is escalating the situation 
in the region and it confirms a 
pattern of behavior that we have 
seen over several years.” 

On Tuesday, NATO foreign 
ministers were scheduled to meet 
in Brussels to discuss the crisis. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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The USS John S. McCain sits in several feet of water in its dry dock Monday at Yokosuka Naval Base, 
Japan. The destroyer was afloat Tuesday, 15 months after a collision with a civilian oil tanker, after the 



The USS John S. McCain floats Tuesday for the first time in 11 
months at Yokosuka. 


McCain 

floats 

again 

By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan—The USS John S. McCain 
floated again into the waters of its 
homeport on Tuesday, 15 months 
after a collision with a civilian oil 
tanker left 10 sailors dead and the 
destroyer severely damaged. 

The 6,700-ton ship sat atop 
several feet of water Monday in 
its dry dock. By Tuesday, waters 
filled the dock and lifted the ship, 
which is named for the late sena¬ 
tor from Arizona and his father 
and grandfather, who were both 
Navy admirals. 

Onlookers from around base 
flocked to the US. Naval Ship 
Repair Facility as they heard the 
news. 

Sailors and civilians who’d 
worked on the repairs stood 
aboard the ship in hard hats as 
the McCain slowly crept out of the 
dock. It took a systematic process 
involving tug boats and rope to 
pull the destroyer from its home 
of 11 months. 

The McCain eventually reached 
its new berth, nestled between 
other destroyers and cruisers 
along the base pier. 

On Aug. 21, 2017, the McCain 
collided near Singapore with a 
civilian oil tanker, which impaled 
itself into the ship’s port side. 
Confusion among watch-standers 
had led to a loss of steering con¬ 
trol, and the destroyer crossed 
into the tanker’s path. The impact 
crumpled a berthing area and 
caused heavy flooding. Ten sail¬ 
ors died. 

The McCain collision was the 
second m^or fatal accident in¬ 
volving a destroyer last year. The 


MIAMI — Adm. Craig Faller 
was named the new commander 
of the Miami-based US. South¬ 
ern Command on Monday. 

Secretary of Defense Jim Mat- 
tis, who named Faller to the post, 
said the agency responsible for 
naval and ground operations in 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
will continue to collaborate with 
neighboring countries to “pro¬ 
tect our people’’ from the effects 
of mother nature’s storms, drug 
trafficking and terrorism. 

“There is more in this hemi¬ 
sphere that binds us together than 
drives us apart,” Mattis told civil 
and military leaders, foreign min¬ 
isters and others at a ceremony in¬ 
side the gym on the SOUTHCOM 
campus in Doral, Fla. He said the 
United States prides itself on mu¬ 
tual respect and stable military 
ties with many of its neighbors, 
but not those “suffering under the 


dry dock was filled with water. 



USS Fitzgerald — also homeport- 
ed at Yokosuka — collided with 
a Philippine-flagged container 
ship on June 17, 2017, just south of 
Japan, killing seven sailors. The 
Fitzgerald is undergoing repairs 
at the Ingalls Shipbuilding yard 
in Pascagoula, Miss. 

The damaged McCain was 
sent to Yokosuka, its homeport. 
However, its hull cracked on the 
starboard side while it was being 
transported by a heavy-lift vessel, 
so it detoured to the Philippines 
in October 2017. The ship finally 
arrived in Japan in January and 
had been tucked away since then 
in a dry dock at the Yokosuka re¬ 
pair facility. 

The collision left a gaping hole 
in the McCain. Repairs were 
made from the ship’s hull to its 
mast, with scaffolding covering 
much of the ship for months. 

Officials with the 7th Fleet 
declined a request for comment 
Tuesday and further details of 


unfortunate leadership in Cuba 
and Venezuela.” 

Faller assumes the new role 


the ship’s improvements were not 
available. 

Hoses, ropes, scaffolding and 
other construction equipment 
covered the ship at a ceremony 
held this past summer on the de¬ 
stroyer to rededicate the ship and 
include Sen. John McCain on the 
list of the ship namesakes. 

Prior to July, the ship was 
named in honor of the McCain 
admirals. 


from Adm. Kurt Tidd, who has 
been leading the agency for al¬ 
most three years. Both have ex- 


At the July ceremony. Secre¬ 
tary of the Navy Richard Spencer 
told reporters that he expected 
the McCain to return to sea early 
next year. 

“I think we’re looking at spring 
of 2019 to get her underway with 
trials and make sure she’s good to 
go, and then head out to the fleet,” 
he said. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 


tensive experience in the Navy. 

Faller’s service has taken him 
to the Middle East and the Indo- 
Pacific region. He most recently 
served as senior military assis¬ 
tant to Mattis. 

“As I see it, the Western Hemi¬ 
sphere is our neighborhood,” Fall¬ 
er said. “Where I grew up, good 
neighbors respect each other.” 

Faller, who is from Fryburg, 
Pa., went up to the microphone 
before Tidd spoke, even though 
he was scheduled to speak after 
his predecessor. Tidd joked in his 
remarks, “You can see why Craig 
Faller is my very best friend in the 
whole world. You cannot ask more 
than a guy who wants to take the 
reins and run right away.” 

Faller later said he was remind¬ 
ed of the value of rehearsals and 
paying attention during them. 

Faller thanked his family, col¬ 
leagues and friends and spoke 
about fostering collaboration in 
the region. 


Marines' 
liberty 
revised 
in Japan 

By Carlos M. Vazquez II 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
Just in time for the holidays, the 
lowest-ranking Marines across 
Japan, Australia and Hawaii are 
getting an extra hour of off-base 
liberty, along with other loosened 
restrictions. 

Evening curfew for those 
ranked sergeant and below has 
been revised from midnight to 1 
a.m., according to a Nov. 19 memo 
from Lt. Gen. Eric Smith, com¬ 
mander of III Marine Expedi¬ 
tionary Force and Marine Forces 
Japan. 

Smith has also relaxed the re¬ 
quirement that those Marines 
have liberty 
partners 
when they 
leave their 
bases unless 
they intend 
to consume 
alcohol. 

The new 
policy is 
organizing 
Marines into 
three tiers Smith 

— from tier 

one, which imposes the fewest re¬ 
strictions on off-base liberty and 
alcohol consumption, to tier three, 
which allows neither off-base lib¬ 
erty nor alcohol consumption on 
or off-base. 

Another change allows newly 
arriving Marines and sailors in 
Japan tier-one liberty without a 
minimum wait time of 30 days 
in their commands based upon 
their performance and an initial 
assessment. 

“It should perk up morale,” Cpl. 
Jacob Budds, of Marine Aviation 
Logistics Squadron 12 at Marine 
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, 
told Stars and Stripes on Monday. 
“It’s a rule of thumb to have a lib¬ 
erty buddy, but some Marines get 
in trouble even with a buddy. So, 
I think that giving them an extra 
hour to get back on base when 
they may have been out drinking 
would be good.” 

In some instances, Budds 
said, leadership requires troops 
at Iwakuni to file a weekend ac¬ 
tivities plan so their supervisors 
can help guide their choices for 
spending their time off base. 

According to the memo and a 
III MEF spokesperson, the III 
MEF liberty policy is being re¬ 
vised to reflect Smith’s memo and 
more changes are to come. 

Stars and Stripes correspondent James 
Bolinger contributed to this report. 
vazquez.carlos@stripes.com 
Twitter: @StripesCarlos 


Mattis presides over SOUTHCOM command change 


By Sanya Mansoor 
Miami Herald 



Brynn Anderson/AP 


From left, Adm. Craig Faller, Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis and 
Adm. Kurt Tidd share a laugh as Faller took over command of U.S. 
Southern Command on Monday in Doral, Fla. 
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Officials: Ranger was likely killed by accident 


By Chad Garland 
Stars and Stripes 

An Army Ranger killed in action in Af¬ 
ghanistan over the weekend was likely shot 
by Afghan troops accidentally, the military 
coalition in Kabul said Tuesday. 

Sgt. Leandro A.S. Jasso, 25, was shot 
while American troops and Afghan forces 
were assaulting “one of multiple barricad¬ 
ed al-Qaida shooters” in Nimruz province, 
officials with U.S. Forces-Afghanistan 


said, citing initial interviews with witness¬ 
es. The troops were fighting a close-quar¬ 
ters battle, they said. 

“There are no indications he was shot in¬ 
tentionally,” the statement said. 

Jasso was medically evacuated from the 
combat zone and later died of his injuries 
at a medical facility in Helmand province. 

The soldier, from Leavenworth, Wash., 
was on his third deployment to Afghani¬ 
stan. He enlisted in the Army in 2012 and 
became an accomplished soldier, complet¬ 


ing the Basic Airborne Course and earn¬ 
ing the Combat Infantryman’s Badge and 
the much-sought after Ranger tab, the 
Army’s Special Operations Command said 
in a statement. 

U.S. special operations troops often ac¬ 
company their Afghan counterparts into 
battle as part of a joint counterterrorism 
mission, which is separate from the much 
larger U.S. and coalition mission to train 
and equip government forces battling a 17- 
year Taliban insurgency. 


“Sgt. Jasso was killed defending our na¬ 
tion, fighting al-Qaida alongside our Af¬ 
ghan partners,” Gen. Scott Miller, the top 
U.S. and NATO commander in Afghani¬ 
stan, said in a statement. “All of us, and 
throughout our coalition of 41 nations, rec¬ 
ognize the threats posed by groups such as 
al-Qaida and ISIS and are determined to 
fight them here.” 

garland.chad(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: (Schadgarland 


Friends remember 
‘charismatic’ soldier 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


A U.S. Army carry team moves a transfer case containing the remains of Sgt. Leandro A.S. Jasso on 
Monday at Dover Air Force Base, Del. 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Earlier this 
year, Sgt. Leandro A.S. Jasso and 
some of his closest friends hap¬ 
pened to be in their hometown at 
the same time and reunited at a 
bar. 

It was a special occasion: the 
25-year-old Army Ranger was set 
to leave for his third deployment 
overseas. 

Fearing for his safety during 
another long tour of duty, they 
asked him not to go. But it was to 
no avail. 

“I knew 
he was doing 
what he 
loved,” re¬ 
called long¬ 
time friend 
David So¬ 
rensen, 25. 
“He always 
wanted to 
go and save 
people.” 
Jasso, 

who was assigned to 2nd Battal¬ 
ion, 75th Ranger Regiment, was 
killed in action in Afghanistan on 
Saturday. The military coalition 
in Kabul said he was likely shot 
by Afghan troops accidentally. 

In his short life, “Lando” left 
a deep, lasting impression on his 
hometown in central Washington 
state, friends and mentors said 
Monday. 

Sorensen was stunned by the 
news. 

“I couldn’t believe it; he was in¬ 
vincible,” he said. “Nobody could 
touch Lando.” 

Jasso was remembered in the 
small town of Leavenworth on 
Monday as a bright, funny, driven 
and loving friend who made ev¬ 
eryone feel special. 

At Cascade High School, which 
Jasso attended, a moment of si¬ 
lence was held in his honor. And 
at the fire hall across the street 
from the school, where Jasso’s 
brother and several friends once 
worked, the flag was lowered to 
half-staff 

“It is heart-wrenching. Lando 
was an incredibly charismatic 
human being ... and it’s hard to 
imagine someone like that gone,” 
said Andrea Brixey, an English 
teacher at the high school. “It’s 
like you feel a hole open inside of 
you that you didn’t even know was 
there. He was a wonderful kid.” 

Jasso was different, they said. 


In elementary school, Jasso 
played with dinosaur toys while 
most kids ran outside during re¬ 
cess. He was an Eagle Scout who 
talked about joining the Army 
since he was a child. His nick¬ 
name, which sometimes became 
“Lando Calrissian” for the charac¬ 
ter from his beloved “Star Wars” 
movies, resulted in part because 
some friends couldn’t pronounce 
his first name, Leandro. 

“He loved everybody; you will 
not meet one person who was his 
enemy,” Sorensen said. “From the 
second you met him, you just loved 
him. ... He was incredibly smart. 
The other guys wanted to be cool 
and popular and he could care less 
about that.” 

Brixey, who met Jasso when 
he was one of her seventh-grade 
students at Icicle River Middle 
School, said he made an impres¬ 
sion from the start, casually call¬ 
ing her by her first name, Andrea. 
It was a funny tradition that con¬ 
tinued into high school, where 
Brixey transferred to work. 

“He always called me Andrea 
right from the beginning — I 
never had a kid do that before,” 
Brixey recalled. 

Jasso and Brixey stayed in 
touch. She said Jasso wanted to 
join the military because he want¬ 
ed to see the world and had some 
big goals. 

He adored his family, and raved 
about his baby nephew born in re¬ 
cent years. Brixey said Jasso was 
“an old soul.” 

“He was one of those people 
who sees everyone ... He was very 
curious about what made people 
tick,” she said. “He was one of 
those people everybody thought 
that you are sure you are special 
to them. That’s how charismatic, 
private people roll.” 

Jasso could also be the life of 
the party, Sorensen remembered. 
He loved 1980s rock bands such 
as Styx, Guns ’n Roses and Bruce 
Springsteen. His favorite karaoke 
song to perform was John Mellen- 
camp’s “Jack and Diane.” 

“If you wanted to have a good 
time, you would hang out with 
Lando,” Sorensen said, laughing. 

Jasso enlisted in the Army in 
2012 and became an accomplished 
soldier, completing the Basic Air¬ 
borne Course and earning the 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge and 
the much-sought after Ranger tab, 
the Army’s Special Operations 
Command has said. 

Those accomplishments didn’t 


surprise Sorensen, who met Jasso 
in elementary school. They re¬ 
mained close friends since. They 
played on soccer, wrestling and 
football teams together, among 
other athletic pursuits. 

“[That] dude was the hard¬ 
est working man I have ever met 
in my entire life. It didn’t matter 
what he was doing, he was going 
to attack it 150 percent,” Sorensen 
said. 

Lee Hankins, Jasso’s mentor 
and high school wrestling coach, 
said though Jasso had never wres¬ 
tled before, he was strong. 

Hankins said wrestlers would 
do large numbers of pushups as 
part of normal conditioning, and 
more pushups as punishment. 
Jasso never complained as he 
pushed, always with perfect form, 
he said. 

“He would pop up, and he al¬ 
ways looked like he could do even 
more,” said Hankins, who coached 
Jasso in 2011 and 2012, his junior 
and senior years. 

Jasso wrestled at 160 pounds. 


and was always willing to learn, 
he said. Quite a few of his wres¬ 
tlers joined the military, and Han¬ 
kins said that helped Jasso, as he 
had a good idea of what he needed 
to do to succeed. 

“He already knew what it took,” 
he said. 

News of Jasso’s death spread 
quickly throughout the town of 
about 2,000 residents. Hankins 
learned the news through a text 
message from another coach. 

“This is a small rural area, and 
it’s just devastating to hear,” he 
said. “I’m incredibly proud of the 
man he became and am extremely 
saddened by his loss.” 

Some people in his hometown 
didn’t even know about all his hon¬ 
ors, or that Jasso was deployed on 
his third tour, said his high school 
principal, Elia Ala’ilima-Daley. 
In a school of 440 students, it was 
important to mark his service for 
people who knew him and others 
who didn’t, Ala’ilima-Daley said. 

“He was private, but proud of 
the work he was doing,” remem¬ 


bered Ala’ilima-Daley, who led 
Monday’s moment of silence in 
honor of Jasso at the school. 

He said people at the school 
found out about all his accomplish¬ 
ments only when they learned of 
his death. 

“He was humble. Just the kind 
of person who was there for his 
friends,” Ala’ilima-Daley said. 

Most of the roughly 14,000 U.S. 
troops deployed to Afghanistan 
assist NATO’s training and ad¬ 
vising mission, while a smaller 
number help with the separate 
U.S. counterterrorism mission 
that targets terrorist groups such 
as al-Qaida and the local Islamic 
State affiliate. 

About 2,400 American military 
personnel have been killed since 
the war in Afghanistan began in 
2001 — fewer than 1,900 of them 
in combat. 


Stars and Stripes reporters J.P. 

Lawrence and Phillip Walter Wellman 
contributed to this story. 
grisaies.ciaudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 
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Curtis Compton, Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 


Big send-off 

Geoi^ia National Guard specialist Devin Cole gives his 2-nionth- 
old son Dylan a kiss goodbye when ordered to board his bus at 
the armory as troops with the 108th Cavalry Regiment deploy to 
A^hanistan on Monday in Dalton, Ga. About 2,200 troops from 
Georgia’s 48th Brigade will head to Fort Stewart for final training 
and then to Afghanistan. 

Afghan militia leader 
freed after protests 


US troops probed 
in beating death of 
Afghan commando 


lED: Deaths 
come days 
after Army 
Ranger killed 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

If it wasn’t for U.S. military 
support, the province would fall 
to the Taliban, Kamran said. 

The names of the slain troops 
were being withheld until after 
next of kin are notified, in accor¬ 
dance with Pentagon policy. 

The deaths came just days 
after Sgt. Leandro A.S. Jasso, a 
member of the elite 75th Ranger 
Regiment, was killed battling al- 
Qaida fighters during a raid in 
southwestern Nimruz province. 
A separate statement on Tuesday 
said his death may have been the 
result of an accidental shooting 
by an Afghan ally during close- 
quarters fighting against dug-in 
enemy fighters. 

Tuesday’s blast also follows a 
visit to Ghazni last week by the top 
U.S. commander in the country, 
Gen. Scott Miller, to discuss the 
security situation. In August, the 
Taliban stormed the city, about 
100 miles southwest of Kabul, in 
one of their most significant ad¬ 
vances in years, leading to days 
of heavy fighting. 

Several U.S. Special Forces 
troops were wounded and seven 
armored vehicles were disabled 
by enemy roadside bombs, mor¬ 
tars and rockets as they rushed 
to aid Afghan forces in repelling 
the Taliban assault. Time maga¬ 
zine reported in the wake of the 
battle. 

During Miller’s visit last week, 
two rockets were fired on the 
city, damaging a medical facil¬ 
ity, but there were no reported 
casualties. 

A photograph of Miller carry¬ 
ing an M4 carbine during the visit 
circulated on social media. Miller 
was at a meeting last month where 
two Afghan leaders were killed in 
an insider attack that wounded 
two other Americans. 

Earlier this month, Taliban 
fighters took swaths of two outly¬ 
ing districts in Ghazni province, 
forcing thousands of civilians to 
flee the violence and leading to 
demonstrations in the Afghan 
capital calling for the govern¬ 
ment to oust the insurgents. 

Afghan security forces mem¬ 
bers expressed condolences for 
the Americans fatally wound¬ 
ed by the latest violence in the 
province. 

“U.S. troops are fighting terror¬ 
ism side-by-side with us. If they 
suffer, we suffer,” said Ahmad 
Khan Seerat, a Ghazni police 
spokesman. “Today we are sad 
that we lost our partners.” 

The deaths bring to 13 the 
number of U.S. troops killed in 
the country in 2018. Of those, 12 
were combat fatalities, the most 
in a single year since the end of 
2014, when most international 
combat troops were withdrawn 
from the country. 

wellman.phillipiastripes.com 
Twitter: (i)pwwellman 


The Washington Post 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Of¬ 
ficials released a controversial 
private militia commander Sun¬ 
day night after two days of in¬ 
creasingly violent protests in the 
Afghan capital by his supporters 
from the ethnic Hazara minority, 
who viewed him as a hero for pro¬ 
tecting their communities from 
Taliban insurgents. 

Abdul Ghani Alipur, known as 
“Commander Sword,” had been 
detained early Sunday on orders 
from the national intelligence 
agency, which accused him of 
committing a variety of criminal 
acts under the guise of defending 
the public. He was released after 
protesters appealed to Vice Presi¬ 
dent Sarwar Danish, who is Haz¬ 
ara, on the condition that he stop 
breaking the law. 

The episode reflected the com¬ 
plexities of Afghanistan’s eth¬ 
nic politics amid efforts to start 
peace talks with the Taliban, and 
the difficulty of trying to control 
popular militia leaders who com¬ 
mit abuses but informally bolster 
government forces battling a re¬ 
lentless Taliban insurgency. 


The source of the protesters’ 
anger was the detention of Ali¬ 
pur, who has gained heroic status 
among Hazaras. His forces have 
often patrolled a highway through 
Taliban-infested regions in cen¬ 
tral Afghanistan where many 
Hazaras live. 

Government officials portrayed 
Alipur in a different light, say¬ 
ing he had established an “ille¬ 
gal armed group” and conducted 
“criminal activities” in the guise 
of fighting the insurgents. In a 
statement Monday, the National 
Directorate of Security said Ali¬ 
pur had employed 150 men and 
weapons to extort traders, harass 
people and take police hostage. 

The conflicting views of Ali¬ 
pur reflected the complicated 
allegiances among Pashtun and 
Hazara groups in the belt of prov¬ 
inces stretching from Ghazni in 
the south to Bamian, about 200 
miles north. 

Despite Alipur’s arrest as an 
alleged brigand, he was widely 
praised on social media. Eid Mo¬ 
hammad Joya, a finance man¬ 
ager, wrote on Facebook that 
Alipur deserved a medal, not 
imprisonment. 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — U.S. 
Green Berets and Czech troops 
are being investigated in the 
beating death of an Afghan com¬ 
mando who was suspect of killing 
a Czech soldier last month, mili¬ 
tary officials in Afghanistan said 
Tuesday. 

The commando, Wahidullah 
Khan, 19, had been arrested by 
Afghan troops and handed over to 
the U.S.-led coalition shortly after 
he was accused of opening fire 
and killing a Czech soldier at Shin- 
dand Air Base in western Herat 
province on Oct. 22, The New 
York Times first reported Mon¬ 
day. When Khan was returned 
to Afghan custody, he had been 
beaten unconscious, officials said. 
He died shortly thereafter, the 
newspaper said, citing unnamed 
Afghan officials. 

Gen. Scott Miller, commander 
of U.S. and coalition forces in Af¬ 
ghanistan, has since asked the 
U.S. Army Criminal Investiga¬ 
tion Command to investigate the 
death. 

“The incident remains under 
investigation,” NATO’s Resolute 
Support mission in Kabul said 
Tuesday in an email to Stars and 
Stripes. “We will hold individuals 
accountable, as appropriate.” 

A team from the Army’s 7th 
Special Forces Group, which 
helped transfer Khan to the cus¬ 
tody of Czech soldiers, has been 
removed from Afghanistan for the 
duration of the investigation, the 
Times reported. It’s not clear if 
any U.S. troops were responsible 
for beating Khan. 

The Czech Ministry of Defense 
denied any involvement in the 
commando’s death to the Times. 

Khan was accused of killing Cpl. 
Tomas Prochazka and wounding 
two other Czech soldiers when 
he shot at a coalition vehicle last 
month. 

It was one of five insider attacks 
in which a member of the Afghan 
security forces has turned their 
weapon on coalition troops this 
year. NATO troops were killed in 
four of these incidents. 

The shooting came just days 
after an insider attack at a meet¬ 
ing in Kandahar province killed 
Afghan police Gen. Abdul Raziq 
and wounded U.S. Army Brig. 
Gen. Jeffrey Smiley. Miller, the 
top U.S. commander in the coun¬ 
try, had been at the meeting but 
was unharmed. 

Insider attacks remain a serious 
threat in Afghanistan, although 
they are much less frequent than 
at their peak in 2012. U.S. and 
Afghan officials have sought to 
reduce the threat in recent years 
and in September 2017 introduced 
a screening process that has since 
led to the removal of some 300 Af¬ 


ghan commandos from the force. 

The elite commando troops 
conduct most of the country’s of¬ 
fensive operations against terror¬ 
ist and insurgent groups. They are 
often accompanied on the battle¬ 
field by US. special operations 
troops. In at least two insider at¬ 
tacks last year, commandos turned 
their weapons on their American 
counterparts, killing three and 
wounding seven. 

The shooting in Herat that killed 
Prochazka was the third attack on 
Czech troops serving in Afghani¬ 
stan in as many months. Days ear¬ 
lier, five soldiers were wounded 
when their vehicle was hit by a 
roadside bomb outside Bagram 
Air Field. Three were killed in an 
August suicide bombing while on 
a foot patrol outside the base. 

The Czech military says its 
troops operate at Bagram and in 
Herat, Kabul and Logar provinc¬ 
es. The Czech Republic recently 
agreed to station 390 soldiers in 
Afghanistan through 2020, among 
the more than 16,000 coalition 
troops in the country who mainly 
train and equip government forces 
as part of the NATO mission. 

welTman.pTiiIiFp@sFrTpes.com 

Twitter: @pwweilman 
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B-52 squadron 
leader removed 



Joe GROMELSKi/Stars and Stripes 


Retired Navy Adm. Gary Roughead, co-chairman of the Commission on the National Defense Strategy, 
testifies at a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on the commission’s findings Tuesday on 
Capitol Hill. Next to him is the other co-chairman, Ambassador Eric Edelman. 

Experts warn budget cuts could 
hurt military, national security 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

Lt. Col. Paul Goossen, com¬ 
mander of the 69th Bomb Squad¬ 
ron at Minot Air Force Base, was 
removed from command Tuesday 
for failure to maintain a profes¬ 
sional workplace environment. 

Mqj. Natassia Cherne, a wing 
spokeswoman at the North Da¬ 
kota base, confirmed Goossen 
was relieved Tuesday morning. 
The decision was made by Gen. 
Timothy Ray, commander of Air 
Force Global Strike Command, 
she said. 

Cherne said Goossen was the 
subject of a commander-directed 
investigation by his boss. Col. 
Bradley Cochran, commander of 
the 5th Bomb Wing. That investi¬ 
gation concluded on Oct. 31. 

Cherne did not have specifics 
about the probe but said it was not 
a criminal investigation. Goossen 
was “removed from his position 
solely because of his failure to 
maintain a professional work en¬ 
vironment,” she said. 

Commander-directed investi¬ 
gations are administrative in na- 


By William Howard 

Stars and Stripes 

RAF LAKENHEATH, Eng¬ 
land — American, British and 
French fighter pilots engaged in 
mock dogfights, avoiding simu¬ 
lated surface-launched missiles 
along the way, in the largest war 
game of its kind in Britain on 
Tuesday. 

Exercise Point Blank, hosted 
by the Royal Air Force and the 
48th Fighter Wing, gives airmen 
a chance to match skills while 
keeping down costs for the three 
NATO allies. 

“One of the only places on the 
planet that we can get this kind 
of training is at Nellis Air Force 
Base, and the logistical require¬ 
ments to fly the fighters and 
support elements there is signifi¬ 
cant,” said Col. Jason Camilletti, 
commander of the 48th Opera¬ 
tions Group, referring to the U.S. 
base in Nevada. 

The French air force is join¬ 
ing the exercise for the first time 
this year to train alongside U.S. 
and British forces based at RAF 
Lakenheath and RAF Marham. 
The total forces include 26 fighter 
jets and various support aircraft, 
together with about 250 air force 
personnel. 

Most of the participating air¬ 
craft will fly from their home 
stations in the U.K., while the 
French Dassault Rafale fighters 
are staying at RAF Lakenheath. 

“The only cost is really the an- 


ture. Commanders may initiate 
a probe to look into and correct 
problems within their command, 
usually either systemic ones or 
those pertaining to individual 
conduct or 
responsibil¬ 
ity, according 
to Air Force 
guidance. 

Goossen 
took over com¬ 
mand of the 
69th Bomb 
Squadron in 
December 
2017, Cherne 
said, adding 
that he will be 
reassigned to another position at 
Minot until he’s due to transfer to 
another duty location. 

Lt. Col. Dennis Zabka, the 5th 
Operations Support Squadron 
director of operations, assumed 
command of the squadron on 
Tuesday. The squadron has about 
90 airmen. 

The 69th is one of two B-52 
bomber squadrons at Minot. 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


nual flying hour program budgets 
that are already allocated to each 
specific unit,” Camilletti said. 
“Above and beyond that it’s just a 
little bit of hotel costs for the liai¬ 
son officers from each unit... but 
each nation picks up that cost.” 

Aircraft from the three na¬ 
tions, including two of Britain’s 
F-35B Lightning II stealth fighter 
jets, four Typhoons, four Rafales 
and 16 U.S. F-15 Eagles, are tak¬ 
ing part in the one-day drills over 
the North Sea. 

“It is key for our three nations 
to train together to make the most 
of these systems,” French M^. 
Gen. Luc De Rancourt said. 

The war game is focused on 
integrating fourth- and fifth- 
generation aircraft in offensive 
missions against enemy fighter 
jets and surface-to-air missile 
defenses. 

“What that typically means is 
the good guys taking the fight to 
the bad guys,” Camilletti said. 
“Tactically, where the rubber 
meets the road in the jets, it’s 
the ability to make sure we’re all 
playing off the same playbook.” 

The exercise draws its title 
from Operation Point Blank, the 
code name for a portion of the Al¬ 
lied bomber offensive in World 
War 11. 

howard.wlinam@stVipes.com 

Twitter: @Howard_Stripes 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Pen¬ 
tagon, which is facing potential 
spending cuts next year, could 
see U.S. armed forces suffer and 
a possible national security crisis 
if the military’s budget is slashed, 
officials and lawmakers warned 
Tuesday. 

The concerns were highlighted 
during a Senate Armed Services 
Committee hearing focusing on a 
report issued by the National De¬ 
fense Strategy Commission ear¬ 
lier this month. 

The commission, which is di¬ 
rected by Congress to weigh the 
National Defense Strategy against 
global threats, has said an inad¬ 
equately resourced military could 
struggle to win, or even risk losing, 
a confrontation with mqjor powers 
such as China or Russia. Mqjor 
powers competition is a central 
theme of the National Defense 
Strategy issued in January. 

“The point that the report 
makes is that $733 billion for the 
next fiscal year should be consid¬ 
ered a floor and that we should 
probably be more than that,” Sen. 
Tom Cotton, R-Ark., said during 
questioning of the commission’s 
co-chairmen during Tuesday’s 
hearing. “But what is especially 
alarming is ... the administration 
may be considering cutting 5 per¬ 
cent from the Department of De¬ 
fense all the way to $700 billion.” 

In October, President Donald 
Trump surprised Pentagon offi¬ 
cials with new plans to bring de¬ 
fense spending for the 2020 fiscal 
year to $700 billion, which is a 4.5 
percent cut from a $733 billion 
plan that his administration pre¬ 
viously proposed. The comments 
were part of a Trump meeting in 
October with cabinet secretaries 
who were asked to cut 5 percent in 
spending. 


Pentagon officials have since 
said they will roll out two proposed 
budgets for 2020 in the coming 
months, one for $700 billion and 
another for $733 billion. Experts 
have said a $700 billion budget 
would undo many of the military 
gains made in the last two years. 

While the 2018 and 2019 fis¬ 
cal year “budgets moved us in 
the right direction, there is now a 
prospect, however, that we will be 
moving in the wrong direction,” 
testified Eric Edelman, co-chair¬ 
man of the Commission on the 
National Defense Strategy and a 
former U.S. ambassador. 

There’s a misconception that 
increased defense funding in the 
2018 and 2019 fiscal years has 
solved all the military’s problems, 
said retired Adm. Gary Roughead, 
co-chairman of the Commission. 

“There’s a sense that the last 
two years of growth have fixed the 
problems,” Roughead testified. 
“Nothing could be further from 
the truth, whether it’s in readi¬ 
ness, whether it’s in conventional 
modernization or nuclear mod¬ 
ernization. But I think that’s kind 
of feeding this idea that it’s time to 
taper down.” 

In February, congressional law¬ 
makers reached a two-year spend¬ 
ing deal to lift defense budget caps 
to $700 billion for fiscal year 2018 
and $716 billion for 2019. In Au¬ 
gust, the 2019 National Defense 
Authorization Act, or NDAA, 
which provides direction for the 
$716 billion budget, was passed, 
followed by an appropriations 
measure to provide the funds. 

Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Okla., chair¬ 
man of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, said Trump’s original 
$733 billion proposal for the 2020 
fiscal year was only a 2.3 percent 
increase from spending a year 
earlier, “which is below inflation.” 

Inhofe said he was especially 
alarmed at the report’s assess¬ 


ment that the United States is 
very near the point of “strategic 
insolvency.” 

The commission’s report 
“makes clear that our nation con¬ 
fronts stark choices,” Inhofe said 
in recounting highlights from the 
report. “We got ourselves in this 
mess and we got to get ourselves 
out of this mess.” 

However, there are still plenty 
of obstacles to overcome before 
lawmakers can reach a spend¬ 
ing plan deal on the next defense 
budget. 

When a new slate of lawmakers 
return for a new congressional 
session in January, they will need 
to address spending caps that are 
slated to return in 2020 under the 
Budget Control Act. 

The Budget Control Act of 2011 
installed spending limits for de¬ 
fense and nondefense spending 
until 2021. Though lawmakers 
lifted those spending caps for 2018 
and 2019, defense spending will be 
limited to $576 billion for the 2020 
fiscal year if no action is taken. 

If no deal is reached to lift the 
caps, it raises the threat of seques¬ 
tration — automatic, across-the- 
board budget cuts. 

“It is the duty of this commit¬ 
tee to ensure the men and women 
we send into harm’s way have the 
resources necessary to complete 
their mission and return home 
safely,” said Rhode Island Sen. 
Jack Reed, ranking Democrat for 
the Armed Services panel. He said 
Congress needs to look at budgets 
in a broader context, “otherwise, 
the United States will be at a com¬ 
petitive disadvantage and will re¬ 
main ill-equipped to preserve its 
security and its global interests 
amid intensifying challenges.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 
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Gregory Bull/AP 

Members of the International Organization of Migration speak with people wishing to return to their 
Central American countries Monday in front of a shelter for migrants in Tijuana, Mexico. 


About 300 US troops on border 
shifted to California near caravan 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — About 300 active-duty troops 
were moved to California during the last few days to 
bolster border protection as a large caravan of mi¬ 
grants hoping to seek asylum in the United States 
masses in Tijuana, Mexico, according to the Army. 

Troops were shifted from Texas and Arizona to 
California’s southern border with Mexico after mili¬ 
tary and US. Customs and Border Patrol officials 
determined military police, engineering and logis¬ 
tics units were needed to support shifting require¬ 
ments within that state. 

Now, about 1,800 of the 5,600 active-duty troops 
deployed to the southwest border with Mexico are 
in California, according to numbers provided Mon¬ 
day by the Army. About 2,400 are in Texas and the 
remaining 1,400 are in Arizona. 

Thousands of Central American migrants have 
traveled for more than a month to seek asylum in 
the United States. About 5,000 arrived last week in 
Tijuana, Mexico, The Associated Press reported. At 
one point, the caravan had more than 7,000 people. 

President Donald Trump tweeted on Monday, 
“Mexico should move the flag waving Migrants, 
many of whom are stone cold criminals, back to 
their countries. Do it by plane, do it by bus, do it 
anyway you want, but they are NOT coming into the 
US. A. We will close the Border permanently if need 
be. Congress, fund the WALL!” 

Demonstrations on Sunday took place on both 
sides of the border near San Diego and resulted in 
officials temporarily closing the San Ysidro Port of 
Entry. In response to the protests, military engi¬ 
neers moved barricades and military police backed 
up other law enforcement agencies at the border, 
according to a news release issued Sunday by US. 
Northern Command. 

San Ysidro is one of the busiest ports of entry in 
the Western Hemisphere, processing an average of 
70,000 northbound vehicle passengers and 20,000 
northbound pedestrians daily, according to the US. 
General Services Administration. When some dem¬ 
onstrators attempted to cross the border illegally 
Sunday, Border Patrol agents fired tear gas into the 
crowds, according to The Associated Press. 

The Northern Command statement released Sun¬ 
day did not further outline troop involvement, but 
said military personnel “will not be conducting law 
enforcement functions, but are authorized to provide 
force protection for Customs and Border Protection 



A boy eats as others wait in line for dinner outside 
of a shelter housing members of the migrant 
caravan Monday in Tijuana, Mexico. 


personnel and help make sure CBP personnel can 
perform their assigned federal functions.” 

Army Capt. Guster Cunningham III, a spokesper¬ 
son for the task force on the ground with the Bor¬ 
der Patrol mission, said military police only step in 
after Border Patrol, other federal law enforcement 
personnel, and state personnel, including National 
Guard and local law enforcement resources, are uti¬ 
lized “so as to preclude [the Defense Department] 
being a first line of contact with migrants.” 

At this time. Defense Department officials said 
there’s been no change to plans to have servicemem- 
bers deployed along the southwest border home by 
Dec. 15, as Defense Secretary Jim Mattis outlined 
in a news briefing on Nov. 21. 

Mattis said extending the deployment would be 
“mission-dependent, situation-dependent.” 

Cunningham said he “cannot speculate as to what 
the CBP may ask in the future. However, DoD con¬ 
tinues to refine requirements with the Department 
of Homeland Security and CBP on a daily basis.” 

The National Guard also has about 2,290 person¬ 
nel along the border in a separate ongoing support 
mission with Border Patrol. They also are not as¬ 
signed to a direct law enforcement role, said Army 
Master Sgt. W. Michael Houk, a spokesman with the 
National Guard Bureau. 

Thayer.rdse@stripes.com 

Twitter: (I>Rose_Lori 


Trump defends 
use of tear gas 
on migrants 


By Colleen Long 
AND Elliot Spagat 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — President Don¬ 
ald Trump is strongly defending 
the US. use of tear gas at the 
Mexican border to repel a crowd 
of migrants that included angry 
rock-throwers but also barefoot, 
crying children. 

Critics denounced the border 
agents’ action as overkill, but 
Trump kept to a hard line. 

“They were being rushed by 
some very tough people and 
they used tear gas,” Trump said 
Monday of the previous day’s en¬ 
counter. “Here’s the bottom line: 
Nobody is coming into our coun¬ 
try unless they come in legally.” 

At a roundtable in Mississippi 
later Monday, Trump seemed to 
acknowledge that children were 
affected, asking, “Why is a parent 
running up into an area where 
they know the tear gas is form¬ 
ing and it’s going to be formed 
and they were running up with a 
child?” 

He said it was “a very minor 
form of the tear gas itself” that he 
assured was “very safe.” 

Without offering evidence, he 
also claimed that some of the 
women are not really parents but 
are instead “grabbers” who steal 
children so they have a better 
chance of being granted asylum 
in the US. 

The showdown at the San 
Diego-Tijuana border crossing 
has thrown into sharp relief two 
competing narratives about the 
caravan of migrants hoping to 
apply for asylum but stuck on the 
Mexican side. Trump portrays 
them as a threat to US. national 
security, intent on exploiting 
America’s asylum law, but others 
insist he is exaggerating to stoke 
fears and achieve his political 
goals. 

The sheer size of the caravan 
makes it unusual. 

“I think it’s so unprecedented 
that everyone is hanging their 
own fears and political agendas on 
the caravan,” said Andrew Selee, 
president of the Migration Policy 
Institute, a nonpartisan think tank 
that studies immigration. “You can 
call it scary, you can call it hope¬ 
ful, you can call it a sign of human 
misery. You can hang whatever 
angle you want to on it.” 

Trump rails against migrant 
caravans as dangerous groups 
of mostly single men. That view 
featured heavily in his speeches 
during the midterm election 
campaign when several were 
hundreds of miles away, travel¬ 
ing on foot. Officials have said 
some 500 members are criminals 


but haven’t backed that up with 
details on why they think so. On 
Monday, Trump tweeted that the 
caravan at the border included 
“stone cold criminals.” 

Mario Figueroa — Tijuana’s 
social services department direc¬ 
tor who is overseeing operations 
at the sports complex where most 
of the migrants in the caravan are 
staying — said as of Friday that of 
the 4,938 staying there, 933 were 
women, 889 were children and 
3,105 were men, which includes 
fathers traveling with families 
along with single men. 

The US. military said Monday 
that about 300 troops who had 
been deployed in south Texas and 
Arizona as part of a border secu¬ 
rity mission have been moved to 
California for similar work. The 
military’s role is limited largely 
to erecting barriers along the bor¬ 
der and providing transportation 
and logistical support to Customs 
and Border Protection. 

Democratic lawmakers and im¬ 
migrant rights groups blasted the 
border agents’ Sunday tactics. 

“These children are barefoot. 
In diapers. Choking on tear gas,” 
California Gov.-elect Gavin New¬ 
som tweeted. “Women and chil¬ 
dren who left their lives behind 
— seeking peace and asylum — 
were met with violence and fear. 
That’s not my America.” 

US. Customs and Border Pro¬ 
tection Commissioner Kevin 
McAleenan said the administra¬ 
tion’s concerns about the caravan 
“were borne out and on full dis¬ 
play” Sunday. 

McAleenan said hundreds — 
perhaps more than 1,000—people 
attempted to rush vehicle lanes at 
the San Ysidro crossing. Mexican 
authorities estimated the crowd 
at 500. The chaos followed what 
began as a peaceful march to ap¬ 
peal for the US. to speed process¬ 
ing of asylum claims. 

After being stopped by Mexi¬ 
can authorities, the migrants 
split into groups. On the west side 
of the crossing, some tried to get 
through razor-wire fencing in a 
concrete levee that separates the 
two countries. On the east side, 
some pulled back a panel of fenc¬ 
ing made of Army surplus steel 
landing mats to create an open¬ 
ing of about 4 feet, through which 
a group of more than 30 people 
crossed, according to a US. of¬ 
ficial who was not authorized to 
discuss the matter publicly and 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 
Others made it over a steel fence 
farther east. 

McAleenan said four agents 
were struck with rocks but were 
not injured because they were 
wearing protective gear. 
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Special counsel 
says Manafort 
lied, broke deal 


By Chad Day 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The spe¬ 
cial counsel in the Russia in¬ 
vestigation is accusing former 
Trump campaign chairman Paul 
Manafort of violating his plea 
agreement by repeatedly lying 
to federal investigators, an ex¬ 
traordinary allegation that could 
expose him to a lengthier prison 
sentence — and potentially more 
criminal charges. 

The torpedoing of Manafort’s 
plea deal, 
disclosed in 
a court fil¬ 
ing Monday, 
also results 
in special 
counsel Rob¬ 
ert Mueller’s 
team losing 
a cooperat¬ 
ing witness 
from the top 
of Donald 
Trump’s presidential campaign 
who was present for several key 
episodes under investigation. 
That includes a Trump Tower 
meeting involving Donald Trump 
Jr. and a Russian lawyer he was 
told had derogatory information 
on Democrat Hillary Clinton. 

The move signals a return to 
the acrimonious relationship 
Manafort has had with the spe¬ 
cial counsel’s office since his in¬ 
dictment last year. Before his plea 
agreement, Manafort aggressive¬ 
ly challenged the special counsel’s 
legitimacy in court, went through 
a bitter trial and landed himself 
in jail after prosecutors discov¬ 
ered he had attempted to tamper 
with witnesses in his case. 

In the latest filing, Mueller’s 
team said Manafort “committed 


federal crimes” by lying about “a 
variety of subject matters” even 
after he agreed to truthfully co¬ 
operate with the investigation. 
Prosecutors said they will detail 
the “nature of the defendant’s 
crimes and lies” in writing at a 
later date to the judge. 

Through his attorneys, 
Manafort denied lying, saying 
he “believes he provided truth¬ 
ful information” during a se¬ 
ries of sessions with Mueller’s 
investigators. 

He also disagreed that he 
breached his plea agreement. 
Still, both sides now agree they 
can’t resolve the conflict and 
U.S. District Judge Amy Berman 
Jackson should set a date to sen¬ 
tence him. 

Manafort, who remains jailed, 
had been meeting with the special 
counsel’s office since he pleaded 
guilty in September to conspiracy 
against the United States and con¬ 
spiracy to obstruct justice. He cut 
that deal to head off a second trial 
after being convicted last sum¬ 
mer of eight felony counts related 
to millions of dollars he hid from 
the IRS in offshore accounts. 

Both cases stemmed from his 
Ukrainian political work and un¬ 
disclosed lobbying work he ad¬ 
mitted to carrying out in the U.S. 
in violation of federal law. 

As part of his plea agreement, 
Manafort pledged to “cooperate 
fully, truthfully, completely, and 
forthrightly” with the govern¬ 
ment “in any and all matters” 
prosecutors deemed necessary. 
That included his work on the 
Trump campaign as well as his 
Ukrainian political work, which 
remains under investigation by 
the U.S. Attorney for the South¬ 
ern District of New York. 




Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke, right, answers a reporter’s question after touring fire-ravaged Paradise, 
Calif., with Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue, center, on Monday. Zinke has been cleared of 
wrongdoing in connection with the redrawing of a national monument’s boundaries in Utah. 


Interior secretary cleared in 
monument boundaries probe 


By Matthew Daly 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — An internal 
watchdog has cleared Interior 
Secretary Ryan Zinke of wrong¬ 
doing following a complaint that 
he redrew the boundaries of a na¬ 
tional monument in Utah to ben¬ 
efit a state lawmaker and political 
ally. 

The Interior Department’s of¬ 
fice of inspector general says it 
found no evidence that Zinke gave 
veteran state Rep. Mike Noel pref¬ 
erential treatment in shrinking 
the boundaries of Utah’s Grand 
Staircase-Escalante National 
Monument. 

Noel, who publicly pushed for 
the monument to be redrawn, 
owns land near the monument 
site, including a 40-acre par¬ 
cel that was surrounded by the 
monument but now is outside its 
boundaries. 

The report says investigators 


found no evidence that Zinke 
or other department officials 
knew of Noel’s financial inter¬ 
est in the revised boundaries or 
gave him preferential treatment. 
Noel, an outspoken critic of fed¬ 
eral land management, is retiring 
next month after 16 years in the 
legislature. 

The Associated Press obtained 
a summary of the report, which 
has not been released publicly. 

Noel, a Republican, was on 
stage in Salt Lake City with Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump last Decem¬ 
ber when Trump announced he 
was shrinking Grand Staircase 
and another Utah monument. 
Bears Ears National Monument. 

The monuments were among 
four that Trump targeted for 
cutbacks to reverse what Trump 
calls overreach by Democratic 
presidents to protect feder¬ 
ally controlled land. The other 
two monuments, in Oregon and 


Nevada, remain intact despite 
Trump’s promise to shrink them. 

A spokeswoman for Zinke told 
the AP that the report “shows 
exactly what the secretary’s of¬ 
fice has known all along — that 
the monument boundaries were 
adjusted in accordance with all 
rules, regulations and laws.” 

Zinke faces other investigations, 
including one centered on a Mon¬ 
tana land deal involving a founda¬ 
tion he created and the chairman 
of energy giant Halliburton, which 
does significant business with the 
Interior Department. 

Investigators also are review¬ 
ing Zinke’s decision to block two 
tribes from opening a casino in 
Connecticut and a complaint that 
he reassigned a former Interior 
official in retaliation for criticiz¬ 
ing Zinke. 

At least one complaint has 
been referred to the Justice 
Department. 


Former Trump adviser Papadopoulos reports to prison 


By Michael Balsamo 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Former 
Trump campaign foreign policy 
adviser George Papadopoulos 
began serving his two-week pris¬ 
on sentence Monday after a judge 
rejected his last-minute bid to re¬ 
main free. 

Papadopoulos arrived at a min¬ 
imum-security camp in Oxford, 
Wis., according to the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons. 

Papadopoulos, the first cam¬ 
paign aide sentenced in Mueller’s 
investigation, triggered the Rus¬ 
sia investigation two years ago. 
He was sentenced in September 
for lying to the FBI about his 


interactions with Russian inter¬ 
mediaries during the 2016 presi¬ 
dential campaign. 

He had sought a postponement 
of his prison term until an appeals 
court ruled in a separate case 
challenging the constitutionality 
of special counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler’s appointment. 

But U.S. District Court Judge 
Randolph Moss said Papadopou¬ 
los had waited too long to contest 
his sentence. 

The White House has said Pa¬ 
padopoulos, 31, was a low-level 
volunteer on the campaign. 

But he’s been a central figure 
in the Russia investigation dat¬ 
ing to before Mueller’s May 2017 



appointment. 

According 
to an indict¬ 
ment handed 
up last sum¬ 
mer, Russian 
intelligence 
had sto¬ 
len emails 
from Hill- 

Papadopoulos ^^y Clinton’s 
campaign 

and other Democratic groups by 
April 2016, the same month Pa¬ 
padopoulos was informed by a 
professor that Russian officials 
had told him they had “dirt” on 
Clinton in the form of “thousands 
of emails.” 


Papadopoulos later used his 
connections with the Maltese pro¬ 
fessor, Joseph Mifsud, and other 
Russian nationals in an attempt 
to broker a meeting between 
then-candidate Donald Trump 
and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. 

Papadopoulos admitted last 
year to lying to the FBI about 
those contacts with Russians and 
Russian intermediaries. 

In recent months, Papadopou¬ 
los has spent many nights post¬ 
ing on Twitter, venting anger 
about the FBI and insisting he 
was framed by the government. 
He also has offered to testify be¬ 
fore the Senate intelligence com¬ 


mittee, which is investigating 
Russian interference in the 2016 
election, if he’s granted immunity 
or other conditions. 

“The truth will all be out. Not 
even a prison sentence can stop 
that momentum,” Papadopou¬ 
los tweeted Sunday. “Looking 
forward to testifying publicly 
shortly after. The wool isn’t going 
to be pulled over America’s eyes 
forever.” 

Papadopoulos’ sentence, issued 
by Moss on Sept. 7, was far less 
than the maximum six-month 
sentence sought by the govern¬ 
ment but more than the probation 
that Papadopoulos and his law¬ 
yers had asked for. 
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A Christmas decoration sits among the burned ruins of a store in Paradise, Calif., on Monday. Costs 
associated with the wildfire, called the Camp Fire, are likely to be in the billions 


Calif, fire costs likely in the billions 


By Jonathan J. Cooper 

Associated Press 

PARADISE, Calif. — Costs associated with a 
deadly Northern California wildfire will likely be 
in the billions, Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke said 
Monday as he returned to the town of Paradise, say¬ 
ing he has never witnessed such devastation. 

“There’s a lot of things I’d rather spend this feder¬ 
al money on rather than repairing damage of things 
that have been destroyed,” he said. 

Zinke nodded to other public services, such as 
improving visitor experiences at Yosemite National 
Park or thinning forests, as options for the money. 

No additional remains were found Monday, but the 
wildfire’s death toll rose to 88 after investigators de¬ 
termined that three separate sets of human remains 
contained remains from more than one person. 

Butte County Sheriff Kory Honea said 203 names 
remain on the list of those unaccounted for after the 
Camp Fire swept through the rural area 140 miles 
north of San Francisco. He released the names of 16 
people who died in the blaze, ranging in age from 
58 to 95. 

The pace of newly discovered remains has slowed 
in recent days, and Honea said searchers are mak¬ 
ing “good progress” as they methodically sweep 
through any property where people may have died. 

“The remains that we are now recovering are now 
remains that were almost completely consumed 
by the fire,” he said. Anthropologists are sifting 
through bone fragments to help coroners identify 
the remains, he said. 


Though he has declined to characterize how much 
of the area has been searched, Honea said that high¬ 
ly populated areas and places that were identified 
as possibly having deceased people have been fully 
searched, and search teams are now spreading out 
into less dense areas of devastation. 

The U.S. government has distributed more than 
$20 million in assistance for people displaced by the 
catastrophic wildfire in Northern California, a Fed¬ 
eral Emergency Management Agency official said 
Monday as hundreds of searchers kept looking for 
more human remains. 

The massive wildfire that destroyed nearly 14,000 
homes in the town of Paradise and surrounding 
communities was fully contained over the weekend 
after igniting more than two weeks ago. 

FEMA spokesman Frank Mansell told The As¬ 
sociated Press that $15.5 million has been spent 
on housing assistance, including vouchers for hotel 
rooms. 

About 17,000 people have registered with the fed¬ 
eral disaster agency, which will look at insurance 
coverage, assets and other factors to determine how 
much assistance they are eligible for, Mansell said. 

Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue joined Zinke 
on the trip to Paradise, marking their latest in a se¬ 
ries of efforts to promote their message that lawsuits 
from environmentalists and government red tape 
stand in the way of thinning overgrown forests and 
mitigating the severity of wildfires in the future. 
The duo spoke to reporters in a conference call last 
week, and Zinke promoted a similar message on an 
earlier visit to Paradise. 


Trump rejects 
key conclusion 
of climate report 


By Seth Borenstein 
AND Zeke Miller 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump has rejected a 
central conclusion of a dire report 
on the economic costs of climate 
change released by his own ad¬ 
ministration, but economists said 
the warning of hundreds of bil¬ 
lions of dollars a year in global 
warming costs is pretty much on 
the money. 

Just look at last year with 
Hurricanes Harvey, Maria and 
Irma, they said. Those three 2017 
storms caused at least $265 billion 
in damage , according to the Na¬ 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 

The National Climate Assess¬ 
ment report, quietly unveiled Fri¬ 
day, warned that natural disasters 
are worsening in the United States 
because of global warming. 

It said warming-charged ex¬ 
tremes “have already become 
more frequent, intense, wide¬ 
spread or of long duration.” The 
report noted the last few years 
have smashed U.S. records for 
damaging weather, costing nearly 
$400 billion since 2015. 

“The potential for losses in 
some sectors could reach hun¬ 
dreds of billions of dollars per 
year by the end of this century,” 
the report said. 

It added that if emissions of 
heat-trapping gases continue at 
current levels, labor costs in out¬ 
door industries during heat waves 
could reach $155 billion in lost 
wages per year by 2090. 

The president said he read 
some of the report “and it’s fine” 
but not the part about the devas¬ 
tating economic impact. 

“I don’t believe it,” Trump said, 
adding that if “every other place 
on Earth is dirty, that’s not so 
good.” 

Nearly every country in the 


world in 2015 pledged to reduce or 
slow the growth of carbon dioxide 
emissions, the chief greenhouse 
gas. 

“We’re already there,” said 
Wesleyan University economist 
Gary Yohe, who was a reviewer 
of the national report, which was 
produced by 13 federal agencies 
and outside scientists. “Climate 
change is making a noticeable 
impact on our economy right 
now: Harvey, Florence, Michael, 
Maria.” 

Yohe said, “It is devastating at 
particular locations, but for the 
entire country? No.” 

Economist Ray Kopp, a vice 
president at the think tank Re¬ 
sources For the Future who wasn’t 
part of the assessment, said the 
economics and the science in the 
report were absolutely credible. 

“I believe this is going to be a 
devastating loss without any other 
action-taking place,” Kopp said 
Monday. “This is certainly some¬ 
thing you would want to avoid.” 

Earlier, the White House had 
played down the report. Spokes¬ 
woman Lindsay Walters said in 
an emailed statement that the re¬ 
port “is largely based on the most 
extreme scenario, which contra¬ 
dicts long-established trends by 
assuming that, despite strong eco¬ 
nomic growth that would increase 
greenhouse gas emissions, there 
would be limited technology and 
innovation, and a rapidly expand¬ 
ing population. “ 

Throughout the 29-chapter 
report, scientists provide three 
scenarios that the United Nations’ 
climate assessments use. One is 
the business-as-usual scenario, 
which scientists say is closest to 
the current situation. That is the 
worst case of the three scenarios. 
Another would envision modest 
reductions in heat-trapping gases, 
and the third would involve severe 
cuts in carbon dioxide pollution. 


Looking to future, Dems jockey to become Pelosi’s heir apparent 


By Lisa Mascaro 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As Nancy 
Pelosi moves closer to secur¬ 
ing the votes to become House 
speaker, the stage is being set 
down-ballot for the next genera¬ 
tion of leaders jockeying to be the 
Democrats’ heir apparent. 

Pelosi’s return to the speaker’s 
office is not a lock. One more 
newly elected Democrat — Gil 
Cisneros, of California — an¬ 
nounced Monday he was adding 
his name to those vowing to vote 
for new leadership. 

Yet even as Pelosi faces per¬ 


sistent opposition, her opponents 
have suffered a string of setbacks. 
Pelosi turned one would-be chal¬ 
lenger into a supporter by doling 
out a subcommittee gavel and 
Uipped other opponents to the yes 
column with commitments to ad¬ 
dress their legislative priorities. 

With Cisneros, the group now 
has 16 names on a letter seeking 
new leadership, almost as many 
as when it started after the mid¬ 
term election. 

Rep. Seth Moulton, D-Mass., 
an organizer of the effort against 
Pelosi, said Monday he never 
intended to target just her, but 
wants a clean sweep of the top 


three Democratic leaders. In a 
statement, Moulton said he is 
seeking “a serious conversation 
about promoting leaders who re- 
Uect the future.” 

He and Pelosi have not yet 
talked. 

“This is so much bigger than 
her,” Moulton said. “It’s about 
the entire, stagnant, three-person 
leadership team.” 

As House Democrats meet 
behind closed doors Wednesday 
to start voting, it seems increas¬ 
ingly likely that Pelosi’s team will 
emerge intact. That’s causing 
much maneuvering, as up-and- 
comers position themselves to be 


next in line once Pelosi’s genera¬ 
tion eventually steps down. 

At the forefront is Rep. Ben 
Ray Lujan, the low-key New Mex¬ 
ico Democrat who helped usher 
in the m^ority as chairman of 
House Democrats’ campaign 
committee. He is running unop¬ 
posed for the No. 4 job as assis¬ 
tant Democratic leader. 

Others are staking their claims 
on lower rungs: 

■ Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, of 
New York, is running for caucus 
chair against veteran Rep. Bar¬ 
bara Lee, of California; they are 
both prominent members of the 
Black Caucus. 


■ Rhode Island Rep. David 
Cicilline wants to helm policy and 
communications. 

■ Rep. Cheri Bustos, from an 
Illinois district that supported 
President Donald Trump, is aim¬ 
ing for campaign chief against 
several others. 

Even farther down the ladder 
are another half-dozen Demo¬ 
crats competing for vice chair 
of the caucus or positions on the 
expanded policy and communica¬ 
tions committee. 

The speaker’s contest won’t be 
settled until the full House votes 
in January. 
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SERVICE 

Exhibit casts light on women's 
under-recognized military careers 


By Tara Bahrampour 

The Washington Post 

Stacy Pearsall was frustrated, 
demoralized and in pain in 2008 
the day she arrived for yet an¬ 
other appointment at a Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs hospital. 
A combat photographer for the 
Air Force, she had sustained in¬ 
juries in roadside bombings and 
an ambush in Iraq, leaving her 
with neurological, psychological 
and physical problems. At 28, she 
could no longer run or lift any¬ 
thing over five pounds, and doc¬ 
tors had said her career as a war 
photographer was over. 

In the waiting room, an older 
veteran seated beside her en¬ 
gaged her in conversation. “He 
told me about surviving Norman¬ 
dy and liberating a concentration 
camp,” she said. His stories man¬ 
aged to pull her up from her well 
of misery. 

“I realized that others at the VA 
had so many important stories,” 
she said. “I realized that I didn’t 
need to be in a uniform to serve 
my community.” 

Instead, she could do it through 
taking their pictures. The Ralph 
H. Johnson VA Medical Center 
in Charleston, S.C., where she 
lives, let her set up a small stu¬ 
dio in the waiting room and she 
began taking pictures of veterans 
who came through and were in¬ 
terested in sitting for a portrait. 
In the past decade, she has ex¬ 
panded to around 7,500 veterans 
in 29 states, a sprawling, ongoing 
undertaking called the Veterans 
Portrait Project. 

A selection of her portraits of 
female veterans, “Shooter: Com¬ 
bat From Behind the Camera,” 
opened this past weekend at the 
Women in Military Service for 
America Memorial at Arlington 
National Cemetery. Pearsall was 


there Saturday and Sunday, shoot¬ 
ing portraits of veterans who had 
signed up to be photographed. 

For Pearsall, 38, it is the culmi¬ 
nation of a journey that took her 
from feeling invisible to feeling 
connected to a multigenerational 
network of veterans throughout 
the nation. 

Because of her gender and age, 
she often felt ignored when trying 
to navigate the system to get help 
with her combat injuries. 

“Young women like myself are 
very much an anomaly in the 
VA,” Pearsall said. “A lot of peo¬ 
ple would ask if I was part of the 
hospital staff.” 

In one instance, when the Red 
Cross had put out free sodas 
and cookies for patients and she 
reached for one,: “My hand was 
slapped away — that was only for 
vets,” she said. “I am not what 
people associated in their mind’s 
eye when they think of a veteran.” 

In photographing veterans 
around the country, Pearsall 
hopes to illustrate how diverse 
the community is. Not only does 
she take their pictures, but she 
asks for their stories. 

Their journeys are not the same 
as hers, but the opportunity to 
share them creates a kind of kin¬ 
ship. “One’s combat experience, 
everyone handles it differently,” 
she said. “What I want to know is 
how their service impacted them. 
Having a combat history of my 
own, I know how to get them to 
that point.” 

The portraits hve on a website 
that is constantly being updated. 
(Pearsall plans to eventually visit 
all 50 states). Around nine in 10 
are of men, reflecting the dispro¬ 
portionate portion of men in the 
mihtary. But the 21 portraits on 
display at the Women’s Memorial 
are of women, whose service rang¬ 
es from the 1960s to the present. 



Photos by Evelyn HocKSTEiN/For The Washington Post 

Stacy Pearsall, a retired Air Force combat photographer, has taken pictures of veterans in 29 states. 



Pearsall, with her service dog, Charlie, speaks with a funeral honor 
guard recently at Arlington National Cemetery. 


They include a photo of Coast 
Guard Boatswain’s Mate Jody 
Sloane posing in front of her Har- 
ley-Davidson motorcycle and a 
picture of Army Lt. Col. Sue Cantu 
and Navy Lt. Cmdr. Teresa Rolfe- 
Cantu, who met while deployed in 
Afghanistan and later married. 

One of the subjects, Shari Stro- 
bel of Derwood, Md., enhsted in 
the Marines as soon as she turned 
18, as the Vietnam War was wind¬ 
ing down. Serving at Quantico, she 
faced skepticism from a superior. 

“Times were different,” she 
said. “He did not believe that 


women belonged in the corps. I did 
my job and then I went beyond. It’s 
the old adage, that women have to 
work twice as hard to get half as 
far.” Eventually, she said, his skep¬ 
ticism faded and he complimented 
her when she got promoted. 

Now when Strobel, 62, sees a 
woman in uniform, it’s a good 
feeling. “Hopefully, I was a 
poke in the eye that showed that 
women could serve, and, hopeful¬ 
ly, I made it a little easier for the 
women that came behind me.” 

The 21-year-old women’s mili¬ 
tary memorial, which includes 


indoor exhibits, attracts 150,000 
visitors a year. Jane Newman, 
who served with the Army Nurse 
Corps from 1968 to 1994 in Japan, 
Italy, Germany and the United 
States, said having her portrait 
included in the exhibit has par¬ 
ticular resonance because she 
served as a docent there for sev¬ 
eral years and has seen what it 
means to female veterans. 

“Having a grandmother show 
her grandson the pictures of her 
in uniform during World War 
II or Korea — they’re there and 
they’re so proud that their story 
is being told,” said Newman. Sit¬ 
ting for a portrait with Pearsall 
meant “a lot more than just going 
to have your picture taken,” she 
added. “I see how this projects 
what the military is, the diversity 
of the military.” 

Pearsall, who flew into Wash¬ 
ington last week with her service 
dog, Charlie, said she hopes her 
own story will help inspire veter¬ 
ans who are having a hard time. 

“I went from being told I 
couldn’t be a photographer any¬ 
more to being a Nikon ambas¬ 
sador and photographing 7,500 
people in the last 10 years,” she 
said. “I try to let veterans know 
that there’s more to life than what 
we’re told we can have.” 


GAO agrees to investigate Mar-a-Lago influence on VA 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A top gov¬ 
ernment watchdog has agreed to 
investigate the amount of influ¬ 
ence three wealthy members of 
President Donald Trump’s pri¬ 
vate club in Palm Beach, Fla., 
exerted over the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

In a letter released Monday, the 
Government Accountability Of¬ 
fice accepted a request from Sens. 
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., and 
Brian Schatz, D-Hawaii, to in¬ 
vestigate the trio’s influence over 
national veterans policies. Orice 
Williams Brown, managing di¬ 
rector of congressional relations 


for the GAO, wrote in the letter 
that it was “within the scope of its 
authority.” 

But the GAO won’t have the 
staff available to investigate 
for another five months. Brown 
wrote. 

ProPublica first reported in 
August that Marvel Entertain¬ 
ment Chairman Ike Perlmutter, 
lawyer Marc Sherman and Bruce 
Moskowitz, a Palm Beach doctor, 
used their proximity to the presi¬ 
dent to influence VA operations. 
Though none of them has served 
in the US. military or govern¬ 
ment, they steered VA officials 
on policies affecting millions of 
Americans, ProPublica reported. 

Since the report, numerous 


lawmakers have requested infor¬ 
mation from the VA, as well as 
investigations from the GAO and 
VA Office of Inspector General. 

The VA Office of Inspector 
General declined to investigate 
until a private lawsuit on the issue 
is settled. 

VoteVets, a liberal advocacy 
group, filed a lawsuit in August 
against VA Secretary Robert Wilk¬ 
ie. VoteVets argues in the suit that 
the existence of the secret council 
broke the Federal Advisory Com¬ 
mittee Act, an open government 
law that requires transparency of 
outside advisory groups. 

Citing the ongoing litigation, 
Wilkie has refused to hand over 
information to lawmakers that 


could help reveal the extent of 
the Mar-a-Lago trio’s influence. 
Rep. Tim Walz, D-Minn., the 
ranking Democrat on the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
had requested copies of any cor¬ 
respondence between the three 
men and current and former VA 
employees. 

When Wilkie said he would not 
provide the information, Walz ac¬ 
cused the VA of trying to “sweep 
this under the rug.” 

The GAO accepted the request 
by Warren and Schatz to investi¬ 
gate, but the scope of that inves¬ 
tigation is unclear so far. Warren 
and Schatz asked the watchdog 
group to look into the trio’s access 
to the secretary and other top VA 


officials, the decision-making 
role the men took at the VA and 
whether they or their families 
benefitted financially from their 
access. 

“Membership in President 
Trump’s private club, alone, is 
not sufficient to have an informed 
opinion on the best way to deliver 
care and benefits to our nation’s 
veterans,” Warren and Schatz 
wrote in their letter to the GAO. 
“And membership in President 
Trump’s private club should not 
give any individual the right to 
exert influence on decisions made 
by the VA that impact the over nine 
million veterans under its care.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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NASA’s InSight spacecraft sent a photo after it landed safely on Mars following a perilous, supersonic 
plunge Monday, leading to cheers from scientists on Earth. 


NASA's InSight set 
to dig into Mars 


By Marcia Dunn 
Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
— Minutes after touching down on 
Mars, NASA’s InSight spacecraft 
sent back a “nice and dirty” snap¬ 
shot of its new digs. Yet the dust- 
speckled image looked like a work 
of art to scientists. 

The photo revealed a mostly 
smooth and sandy terrain around 
the spacecraft with only one sizable 
rock visible. 

“ I’m very, very happy that it looks 
like we have an incredibly safe and 
boring landing location,” project 
manager Tom Hoffman said after 
Monday’s touchdown. “That’s ex¬ 
actly what we were going for.” 

A better image came hours later 
and more are expected in the days 
ahead after the dust covers come 
off the lander’s cameras. 

The spacecraft arrived at Mars 
after a perilous, supersonic plunge 
through its red skies that took just 
six minutes. 

“Touchdown confirmed!” a 
flight controller called out just be¬ 
fore 3 p.m. EST, setting off jubila¬ 
tion among scientists at NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in Pasade¬ 
na, Calif., who had waited in white- 
knuckle suspense for word to reach 
across 100 million miles of space. 

It was NASA’s eighth success¬ 
ful landing on Mars since the 1976 
Viking probes, and the first in six 
years. NASA’s Curiosity rover, 
which arrived in 2012, is still on the 
move on Mars. 

Because of the distance between 
Earth and Mars, it took eight min¬ 
utes for confirmation to arrive, re¬ 
layed by a pair of tiny satellites that 
had been trailing InSight through¬ 
out the six-month, 300 million-mile 
journey. 

“Flawless,” declared JPL’s chief 
engineer, Rob Manning. “Some¬ 


times things work out in your 
favor.” 

InSight, a $1 billion interna¬ 
tional project, includes a German 
mechanical mole that will burrow 
down 16 feet to measure Mars’ in¬ 
ternal heat. The lander also has a 
French seismometer for measuring 
quakes, if they exist on our smaller, 
geologically calmer neighbor. An¬ 
other experiment will calculate 
Mars’ wobble to reveal the makeup 
of the planet’s core. 

Late Monday, NASA reported the 
spacecraft’s vital solar arrays were 
open and recharging its batteries. 

Over the next few “sols” — or 
Martian days of 24 hours, 39y2 min¬ 
utes —flight controllers will assess 
the health of InSight’s all-important 
robot arm and its science instru¬ 
ments. It will take months to set up 
and fine-tune the instruments, and 
lead scientist Bruce Banerdt said 
he doesn’t expect to start getting a 
stream of solid data until late next 
spring. The 800-pound InSight is 
stationary and will operate from the 
same spot for the next two years, 
the duration of a Martian year. 

NASA went with its old, straight¬ 
forward approach this time, using 
a parachute and braking engines 
to get InSight’s speed from 12,300 
mph when it pierced the Martian 
atmosphere, about 77 miles up, to 5 
mph at touchdown. The danger was 
that the spacecraft could burn up in 
the atmosphere or bounce off it. 

The three-legged InSight settled 
on the western side of Elysium 
Planitia. 

Mars’ well-preserved interior 
provides a snapshot of what Earth 
may have looked like following its 
formation 4.5 billion years ago, ac¬ 
cording to Banerdt. By examining 
and mapping the interior of Mars, 
scientists hope to learn why the 
rocky planets in our solar system 
turned out so different. 


Prosecutors seek sanctions on ‘El Chapo’ defense team 



U.S. Law Enforcement/AP 


Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman, center, Is escorted from a plane In 
2017. Prosecutors In Guzman’s federal trial say his defense team 
should be sanctioned over “unauthorized” contact between the 
Mexican drug lord and his wife last week. 


Some convictions 
tossed in ‘Bridgegate’ 

NEWARK, N. J. — A federal ap¬ 
peals court on Tuesday threw out 
some of the convictions against 
two former aides to former New 
Jersey Gov. Chris Christie in the 
George Washington Bridge lane¬ 
closing scandal. 

Bridget Kelly and Bill Baroni 
were convicted in 2016 in the al¬ 
leged plot to cause traffic jams to 
punish a mayor for not endorsing 
Christie’s re-election bid. 

The 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Philadelphia dismissed 
a count of civil rights conspiracy 
for each defendant. It upheld con¬ 
victions for wire fraud and misap¬ 
plying property of an organization 
receiving federal funds. 

Baroni and Kelly had sought to 
have all counts dismissed. 

Both are expected to be resen¬ 
tenced. Kelly currently faces an 
18-month sentence, while Baroni 
faces 24 months. They also could 
request to have the full 3rd Circuit 
hear the case. 

From The Associated Press 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Prosecutors 
asked a judge on Tuesday to sanc¬ 
tion the defense team for Joaquin 
“El Chapo” Guzman for facilitat¬ 
ing “unauthorized” contact be¬ 
tween the Mexican drug lord and 
his wife during his federal trial in 
Brooklyn. 

The U.S. Attorney’s Office for 
the Eastern District of New York 
filed heavily redacted court pa¬ 
pers citing surveillance footage 
in which Guzman’s wife, Emma 
Coronel, was seen in posses¬ 
sion of a cellphone in violation of 
courthouse policy. 

Prosecutors said the “imper¬ 
missible” contact happened “in 
concert with an attorney visit to 
the defendant following two trial 
days last week.” 

The judge instructed defense 
lawyers to respond by week’s end 
to prosecutors’ complaints about 
them. Before testimony resumed, 
U.S. District Judge Brian Cogan 


said he’ll take up the issue next 
week after seeing the defense’s 
response. He said any immedi¬ 
ate concerns had already been 
resolved. 

Lawyers for Guzman did not 


immediately respond to requests 
for comment. Guzman’s wife was 
back in her regular spot in the 
courtroom gallery. 

Federal authorities have im¬ 
posed tight security measures 


throughout Guzman’s proceed¬ 
ings. Tuesday’s court filings re¬ 
ferred to a “determination by the 
Attorney General that commu¬ 
nications and contacts between 
the defendant and other persons 
could result in death or serious 
bodily injury to others.” 

Guzman has been denied con¬ 
tact with his wife as a security 
measure since being brought to 
New York City to face drug con¬ 
spiracy charges. 

U.S. District Judge Brian 
Cogan, citing security risks, 
ruled that Guzman could not even 
hug his wife before the trial got 
underway, even as he praised the 
infamous drug smuggler for good 
conduct in solitary confinement. 

The request for sanctions came 
as the trial entered its third week. 
The jury heard testimony Mon¬ 
day that Guzman orchestrated 
massive cocaine shipments that 
made him so rich he could pay 
multimillion-dollar bribes to a 
powerful police commander. 
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Ala. protesters block roads 
after mayor’s call for patience 


Associated Press 

HOOVER, Ala. — A mayor’s 
calls for patience following the 
shooting of a black man by police 
at Alabama’s largest shopping 
mall were met Monday by chant¬ 
ing, marching protesters who 
blocked one of the state’s busiest 
roads. 

Several dozen protesters hold¬ 
ing signs blocked heavily traveled 
U.S. 31 at Interstate 459 during 
evening rush hour near the Riv- 
erchase Galleria, where a po¬ 
lice officer killed Emantic “EJ” 
Bradford Jr., 21, on Thanksgiving 
night. 

Hoover police shot Bradford 
while responding to a shooting 
that wounded two people at the 
mall. They later said Bradford 
wasn’t the gunman in the shoot¬ 
ing although he had a gun that of¬ 
ficers saw. 

The demonstration in the city 
of 95,000 people just south of 
Birmingham came shortly after 
Hoover Mayor Frank Brocato 
offered sympathy to Bradford’s 
family. 

“We all want answers, and we 
believe with patience and focus 
the truth will be firmly estab- 

Uighur 
details 
abuse 
in China 

By Maria Danilova 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A member 
of the Uighur minority on Mon¬ 
day detailed torture and abuse 
she says she experienced in one of 
the internment camps where the 
Chinese government has detained 
hundreds of thousands of religious 
minorities. 

Mihrigul Tursun, speaking to 
reporters in Washington, said she 
was interrogated for four days in 
a row without sleep, had her hair 
shaved and was subjected to an in¬ 
trusive medical examination fol¬ 
lowing her second arrest in China 
in 2017. After she was arrested a 
third time, the treatment grew 
worse. 

“I thought that I would rather 
die than go through this torture 
and begged them to kill me,” Tur¬ 
sun, 29, told reporters at a meeting 
at the National Press Club. 

Human rights groups say China 
has detained up to 2 million Ui- 
ghurs to promote what the govern¬ 
ment calls “ethnic unity” in the 
country’s far west. On Monday, 
more than 270 scholars from 26 
countries released a statement 
drawing attention to “mass human 


lished,” Brocato said while read¬ 
ing a public statement in which he 
pleaded for patience while a state 
investigation continues. 

The shooting had already 
sparked multiple protests in the 
suburban city amid calls to pub¬ 
licly release body camera footage 
and other video. 

An officer killed Bradford while 
responding to the report of the 
shooting last week that wounded 
two people in the mall. 

Hoover police initially por¬ 
trayed Bradford as the mall 
gunman and said officers acted 
heroically to “take out the threat” 
within seconds of shots being 
fired in the crowded mall. They 
later retracted the statement and 
said while Bradford was seen with 
a handgun, evidence indicates 
he was not the person who shot 
an 18-year-old and a 12-year-old 
bystander. 

Authorities said the actual gun¬ 
man remains at large. 

A lawyer for Bradford’s fam¬ 
ily said witnesses have contacted 
his law firm saying Bradford was 
trying to “wave people away from 
the shooting” and the officer did 
not issue any verbal commands 
before shooting the 21-year-old. 


rights abuses and deliberate at¬ 
tacks on indigenous cultures” tak¬ 
ing place in China. 

“In the camps, these detain¬ 
ees, most of whom are Uighur, 
are subjected to deeply invasive 
forms of surveillance and psycho¬ 
logical stress as they are forced 
to abandon their native language, 
religious beliefs and cultural prac¬ 
tices,” the statement said. 

Raised in China, Tursun moved 
to Egypt to study English at a uni¬ 
versity and soon met her husband 
and had triplets with him. In 2015, 
Tursun traveled to China to spend 
time with her family and was im¬ 
mediately detained and separated 
from her infant children. 


Responding to building ten¬ 
sions, police and the city of 
Hoover on Monday offered public 
sympathy to the Bradford family 
and issued more detailed state¬ 
ments about the shooting and the 
investigation. 

“We can say with certainty Mr. 
Bradford brandished a gun dur¬ 
ing the seconds following the gun¬ 
shots, which instantly heightened 
the sense of threat to approach¬ 
ing police officers responding to 
the chaotic scene,” the statement 
said. 

They later clarified the use of 
the verb “brandished” saying it 
meant Bradford was holding a 
gun. 

Hoover police said Monday 
that body camera video and other 
available video has been turned 
over to the Alabama Law En¬ 
forcement Agency, which is now 
investigating the shooting. “Re¬ 
lease of any video will be done as 
ALFA deems appropriate during 
the investigation,” the statement 
added. 

The mayor said he is request¬ 
ing a meeting with the Bradford 
family. 

Bradford was a graduate of a 
Catholic high school in Birming- 


When Tursun was released 
three months later, one of the trip¬ 
lets died and the other two devel¬ 
oped health problems. Tursun said 
the children had been operated on. 
She was arrested for a second time 
about two years later. 

Several months later, she was 
detained a third time and spent 
three months in a cramped, suf¬ 
focating prison cell with 60 other 
women, having to sleep in turns, 
use the toilet in front of security 
cameras and sing songs praising 
China’s Communist Party. Tursun 
said she and other inmates were 
forced to take unknown medica¬ 
tion and that nine women from her 
cell died during her detention. 



Emantic Bradford Sr./AP 


Emantic “EJ” Bradford Jr., who 
was killed by police at a mall 
in Alabama, poses in his senior 
year of high school. 

ham and afterward joined the 
U.S. Army. He had recently left 
the military, family said. 

A U.S. Army spokesman said 
that Bradford reported to the 
Army for initial entry training in 
November 2017 but “was admin¬ 
istratively separated in August 
2018 before completing training” 
and being awarded a specialty 
certification. 


Maria Danilova/AP 


One day, Tursun recalled, she 
was led into a room and placed in a 
high chair, and her legs and arms 
were locked in place. 

“The authorities put a helmet- 
hke thing on my head, and each 
time I was electrocuted, my whole 
body would shake violently and I 
would feel the pain in my veins,” 
Tursun said in a statement read 
by a translator. 

She was eventually released 
so she could take her children to 
Egypt, but she was ordered to re¬ 
turn to China. Once in Cairo, Tur¬ 
sun contacted U.S. authorities and, 
in September, came to the United 
States and settled in Virginia. 


Timeline of 
Calif, bar 
shooting set 
for release 

By Amanda Lee Myers 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Investiga¬ 
tors on Tuesday planned to re¬ 
lease a more detailed timeline of a 
mass shooting at a Southern Cali¬ 
fornia bar that killed 12 people, in 
the first news conference since 
the week of the Nov. 7 attack. 

Investigators haven’t said what 
they believe motivated Ian David 
Long, 28, to open fire at the Bor¬ 
derline Bar and Grill in the Los 
Angeles suburb of Thousand 
Oaks. Long, who killed himself, 
posted on social media about 
whether people would think he 
was insane. 

Investigators have interviewed 
hundreds of witnesses and gath¬ 
ered bullet casings, surveillance 
video and other evidence from 
the scene of the shooting, as well 
as seized items from Long’s home, 
including electronic devices, said 
Ventura County sheriff’s Capt. 
Garo Kuredjian. 

Detectives hope evidence taken 
from the house helps them learn 
why Long carried out the attack 
and that evidence from the bar 
better explains how he carried it 
out. 

“There’s a process of both in¬ 
terviewing the people and get¬ 
ting the information investigators 
obtain and consolidating those to 
develop a timeline and if we can 
discover what the motivation was 
for this attack,” Kuredjian said. 
“They’ve been doing that pretty 
much around the clock since it 
happened.” 

Their work continued in spite of 
a wildfire that erupted just hours 
after the shooting, forcing FBI 
investigators and local sheriff’s 
detectives to evacuate. 

“They didn’t miss a beat,” 
said Kuredjian, who also had to 
evacuate. 

Long, a former machine gun¬ 
ner and Afghanistan War veter¬ 
an, attacked the Borderline Bar 
on a busy weekday night, firing 
into the crowd as some hurled 
barstools through windows to 
escape. 

Those killed included sheriff’s 
Sgt. Ron Helus, one of the first of¬ 
ficers to arrive in response to 911 
calls. 

Neighbors said Long made 
them uncomfortable and even 
called 911 on him in April. Re¬ 
sponding deputies found Long 
behaving angrily and irrationally 
but a mental health specialist 
who met with him didn’t feel he 
needed to be hospitalized. 

Two of Long’s former high 
school track coaches described 
his behavior during his teen¬ 
age years as aggressive and 
disturbing. 

They told The Associated Press 
that they repeatedly complained 
about Long to school administra¬ 
tors, insisted that he needed help, 
and even kicked him off the team 
after he assaulted one of them. 


Mihrigul Tursun, right, a member of China's Uighur minority, detailed the torture and abuse she suffered 
at the hands of Chinese authorities as she spoke on Monday at the National Press Club in Washington. 
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Justices hear arguments 
in App Store pricing case 


By Robert Barnes 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — On Cyber 
Monday, things at the Supreme 
Court did not go particularly well 
for Apple. 

During arguments in a case that 
could have enormous consequenc¬ 
es for the tech giant, justices across 
the ideological spectrum seemed 
to think consumers had the right 
to move forward with a fledgling 
class-action lawsuit saying Apple’s 
App Store has an unfair monopoly 
that is raising the price of iPhone 
apps. 

If the justices permit the suit 
to go forward, a decision against 
Apple would almost certainly be 
a blow to its business. Analysts 
estimate that the company made 
more than $22 billion from the 
App Store worldwide in the first 
half of 2018. 

Apple has a hand in dictating 
the price software developers can 
charge for their apps — the price 
must end in $0.99 — and it charges 
the developers a 30 percent com¬ 
mission on their products, which 
must be sold exclusively through 
the App Store. 

Apple lawyer Daniel Wall, of San 
Francisco, described the company 
as a “pipeline” that connects con¬ 
sumers with app developers and 
that it is app developers, not Apple, 
making the sale. That’s an impor¬ 
tant distinction because Supreme 
Court precedent says charges of 
unfair monopoly pricing must be 
brought by the “first buyers” in a 
chain of transactions. 

But it didn’t seem to satisfy lib¬ 
eral members of the court. 


“The first sale is from Apple to 
the customer,” said Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor, describing Apple’s 
system as a “closed loop.” 

Wall countered that the first 
sale was between the app creator 
and Apple, when making pricing 
decisions. 

Justice Elena Kagan was also 
unconvinced. 

“When you’re looking at the re¬ 
lationship between the consumer 
and Apple ... there is only one 
step,” she said. “I mean, I pick up 
my iPhone. I go to Apple’s App 
Store. I pay Apple directly with 
the credit card information that 
I’ve supplied to Apple. From my 
perspective. I’ve just engaged in a 
one-step transaction with Apple.” 

Justice Stephen Breyer, who 
taught antitrust law, said it was a 
simple and long-standing principle 
that those with a complaint sued 
the monopoly. But it was not just 
the court’s liberals who seemed 
skeptical of Apple’s argument. 

Two conservatives. Justices 
Samuel Alito and Neil Gorsuch, 
questioned whether the court’s 
1977 ruling that established that 
only direct purchasers of a product 
can bring federal antitrust suits for 
overpricing has been superseded 
by the changing economy. 

Justice Brett Kavanaugh said 
any ambiguity on the question of 
who should be able to sue should 
be settled by the broad language 
of the statute, which refers to “any 
person injured.” 

“That’s broad,” he said. 

The Justice Department is 
supporting Apple, although So¬ 
licitor General Noel Francisco 
acknowledged that Apple exploits 


its powerful position in the mar¬ 
ket by imposing the 30 percent 
commission. 

But, he said, “the only reason 
consumers are harmed here in 
the form of paying higher prices 
is because the app-makers decide 
to increase their prices in order to 
recoup that commission.” 

A ruling against Apple could add 
to pressure the company already 
is feeling because of disappoint¬ 
ing iPhone sales. The company is 
emphasizing services, so apps are 
critical for its future. The compa¬ 
ny was briefly overtaken recently 
by Microsoft as the nation’s most 
valuable company, something re¬ 
ferred to by Washington lawyer 
David Frederick, who represented 
the consumers who want to sue. 

“They happen to be the largest 
company in the world, or at least 
they were some weeks ago, and 
they are able to extract monopoly 
pricing by virtue of a unique e- 
commerce monopoly on their App 
Store,” said Frederick. 

He is representing a group of 
consumers, led by Chicagoan 
Robert Pepper, that wants to show 
app prices would be lower if not 
for Apple’s actions. Under federal 
law, proving such an allegation 
could be worth millions of dollars, 
because awards are tripled for an¬ 
titrust violations. 

“Apple directed anticompeti¬ 
tive restraints at iPhone owners 
to prevent them from buying apps 
anywhere other than Apple’s mo¬ 
nopoly App Store,” Frederick said. 
“As a result, iPhone owners paid 
Apple more for apps than they 
would have paid in a competitive 
retail market.” 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 



Andrew HARRER/Bloomberg 


David Frederick, center, represented Robert Pepper in the Apple 
Inc. V. Pepper case before the U.S. Supreme Court on Monday. 


Chief Justice John Roberts was 
the most supportive of Apple in his 
questioning. Under Frederick’s 
theory, he said, consumers are hurt 
by higher prices and app develop¬ 
ers are hurt by having to agree to 
Apple’s 30 percent commissions. 

In other words, “they’re subject 
to suit on both sides of the mar¬ 
ket for a single antitrust price in¬ 
crease that they’re alleged to have 
imposed,” Roberts said. 

Frederick agreed that “Apple 
is able to distort the market at the 
supply chain and at the retail chain 
for consumers.” 

But consumers, he said, “are 
suing only for the damages that we 
incur. That is the higher than what 
a competitive market price would 
be for apps.” 


MARKET WATCH 


Nov. 26, 2018 


Dow Jones 354.29 
industrials 24,640.24 


Nasdaq 

composite 


Standard & 
Poor’s 500 



2,673.45 


Russell 

2000 


17.28 

1,505.96 


I—I 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Nov. 28).$1.1614 

Dollar buys (Nov. 28).€0.861 

British pound (Nov. 28).$1.31 

Japanese yen (Nov. 28).110.00 

South Korean won (Nov. 28).1,102.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3769 

British pound.$1.2740 

Canada (Dollar).1.3275 

China (Yuan) 6 9498 

Denmark (Krone).6.6046 

Egypt (Pound).17.9570 

Euro.$1.1299/0.8851 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8293 

Hungary (Forint).287.48 

Israel (Shekel).3.7332 

Japan (Yen).113.70 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3043 

Norway (Krone).8.6016 

Philippines (Peso).52.61 

Poland (Zloty) 3 80 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7530 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3771 

South Korea (Won).1,129.83 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9996 

Thailand (Baht).33.03 

Turkey (Lira).5.2558 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


1 INTEREST RATES I 

Prime rate 

-5-25 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

..2.75 

..2.20 

3-month bill. 

..2.37 

..3.32 
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Farm gives goat prosthetic legs, new home 



Photos by Helen Comer, The (Murfreesboro, Tenn.) Daily News Journal/AP 


Ellie Laks, the founder of the Gentle Barn, holds Lolli as she shows off the goat’s new 


By Nancy Degennaro 

(Murfreesboro, Tenn.) Daily News Journal 

MURFREESBORO, Tenn. — With a 
little hesitation, Lolli the goat takes a step, 
kicks up her hind legs and bounds around 
a stall at the Gentle Barn animal sanctu¬ 
ary in Murfreesboro. Gentle Barn found¬ 
er Ellie Laks stands close by, a wide grin 
spreading across her face. 

Lolli’s legs are not her own, but prosthet¬ 
ic ones created just for her. 

“I live for moments like this ... where 
we’ve taken an animal that isn’t living its 
best life and we can help them live better 
... with more mobility and more joy,” said 
Laks, whose nonprofit takes in rescued 
farm animals. 

Lolli’s story starts in the middle of an 
ice storm at a farm not far from the Gentle 
Barn in rural Rutherford County. 

“She was born last December, and be¬ 
cause of the freezing cold and frostbite, she 
lost her back legs and tips of her ears when 
she was a tiny newborn,” Laks said. 

A concerned neighbor near the farm 
where Lolli was born helped owner Char¬ 
lene Bigford keep the little goat alive. But 
they were unable to give Lolli the spe¬ 
cialized medical care she so desperately 
needed. 

“I had made her a little prosthetic kind of 
thing just to get her little back foot [off the 
wet ground]. ... She did remarkably well,” 
said Kelly Higgins, who served as Lolli’s 
“caregiver” the first nine months of her 
life. “She’s always been a real trouper.” 

Without full use of her back legs, Lolli 
was left to drag herself around the farm. 
Her deformity kept her from keeping up 
with the other animals in the herd. Higgins 
said he was afraid the little goat would fall 
prey to a stalking coyote. 

“She was defenseless against anything 
if it came in there. And the bigger she got, 
the harder it was going to be for her to [be 
mobile],” Higgins said. 

So when he heard about the Gentle Bam 
opening late last summer he contacted the 
organization for help with Lolli. 

“I’d been trying to find somebody (to 
help). If the Gentle Barn hadn’t come 
along ... I’d still be trying to find some¬ 
body,” Higgins said. “I was so thrilled to 
hear about them and finally get connected 
with them.” 

Laks said she was so moved by Lolli’s 
story that she knew they’d have to make 
the Gentle Barn the tiny goat’s home. 

Lolli’s story reminded Laks of the Gentle 
Barn’s first resident in the Knoxville loca¬ 
tion, which was relocated to Rutherford 
County earlier this year. Dudley was an 
800-pound young cow who had lost a foot 
and was left hobbling on three legs. 

“He was in a tremendous amount of pain 
... and suffering. He was headed to slaugh¬ 
ter,” Laks said. 


prosthetic legs earlier this month. 

Laks and her husband. Jay Weiner, dis¬ 
covered “one of the best bovine surgeons 
in the country” at the University of Ten¬ 
nessee Knoxville Large Animal Hospital. 
Dudley underwent several surgeries to re¬ 
pair his limb and was fitted for a prosthe¬ 


sis. Eventually he was able to walk. 

Once again, the Gentle Barn turned to 
UTK’s animal hospital for help. Lolli was 
given an initial operation on one of her legs 
to prepare for a double prosthesis. 

Lolli’s prostheses were made by the 



Laks holds one of Lolli’s new prosthetic 
legs and feet. 


same man who fitted Dudley with a new 
foot, Ronnie Graves. 

Two weeks ago, Lolli was cleared by the 
medical staff and taken home to the pas¬ 
tures of the Gentle Bam in Murfreesboro. 

“Now she gets to mn around the Gentle 
Barn and jump for joy with her new fancy 
feet,” Laks said. 

Watching her discover the legs has been 
fun, Laks said. 

“Once she realized, ‘Oh my God, I can 
walk without pain; oh my God, I can put 
this foot down,’ she was like, ‘Woo hoo,”’ 
Laks said as she watched the goat jump 
around the stall. “It was like flipping on a 
light switch. She loves them.” 

As to be expected, getting used to the 
new legs has been a challenge for Lolli, 
Laks said. 

“She can’t flex her ankle and that’s a 
funny feeling. But she’s been doing amaz¬ 
ing,” Laks said as she plopped down in a 
bed of hay in the stall Lolli shares with 
mama goat Minnie Mae. 

For two months, Lolli will be able to 
wear her new legs for only short periods 
of time. Her muscles and skin have to get 
used to the wear. 

“When we have to take them off, I feel so 
bad,” Laks said. “But her body has to get 
used to them. For the last 10 months of her 
life, she’s had a crooked spine and one leg 
she couldn’t even put weight on.” 

When she’s not wearing the prostheses, 
Laks said, Lolli is very “sedentary and 
quiet.” 

“But the minute she puts them on, she’s 
zipping all over the place. She loves them. 
She lights up when she has them on,” Laks 
said. 


Retailers on pace for 18 percent increase in Cyber Monday sales 


By Jackie Crosby 

(Minneapolis) Star Tribune 

With consumers already shop¬ 
ping more online. Cyber Monday 
was expected to bring in record 
e-commerce sales as retailers’ 
digital operations faced their first 
mqjor test of the season. 

Retailers were on pace to hit $7.8 
billion in sales on Monday — an 18 
percent increase from last year 
— according to Adobe Analytics, 
which tracks transactions at most 


of the top US. online retailers. 

But online promotions can be 
fraught if websites can’t keep up 
with increased traffic. On Friday, 
Walmart, Kohl’s and Lowe’s ex¬ 
perienced website meltdowns as 
consumers flocked to their sites 
for deals. 

Minneapolis-based Target is 
pouring $7 billion into modern¬ 
izing its operations and improv¬ 
ing onhne shopping. It promoted 
“cyber week” deals and joined 
Amazon and Macy’s in starting its 


discounting on Sunday. 

Best Buy has spent years mak¬ 
ing its website easier to navigate, 
and has seen online revenue leap 
in recent years as the line between 
store visits and online shopping 
continues to blur. 

Best Buy once again paired its 
Cyber Monday sales with a fund¬ 
raising effort for St. Jude Chil¬ 
dren’s Research Hospital. The 
retailer and its customers have 
raised $60 milhon since 2013, ac¬ 
cording to St. Jude. 


A survey of Twin Cities consum¬ 
ers by global consultant Deloitte 
found that metro-area shoppers 
expected to spend more of their 
holiday budget online this year 
than in stores, consistent with na¬ 
tional trends. 

Shghtly more said they planned 
to shop on Cyber Monday than on 
the Friday after Thanksgiving. 

“Value and deals still tend to 
drive consumer behavior as the 
main motivator,” said Matt Marsh, 
a Deloitte retail adviser based in 


Minneapolis. “With Cyber Mon¬ 
day, you get the deals, plus you get 
the ease: I can do a lot of shopping 
quickly and don’t have to stand in 
lines.” 

The Monday onhne promotions 
cap a five-day retailing marathon 
that began on Thanksgiving. 

In all, the National Retail Fed¬ 
eration estimates that 164 milhon 
people will have shopped onhne 
and in stores during that stretch. 
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S. Korea apologizes 
over vagrants' abuse 



Lee Jin-man/AP 


South Korean Park Sun-yi, who spent more than five years at Brothers Home after 
being snatched by police at age 9, wipes away tears as she listens to South Korean 
Prosecutor General Moon Moo-il during a meeting with about a dozen former inmates 
in Seoul, South Korea, on Tuesday. 


By Kim Tong-Hyung 
Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korea’s 
top public prosecutor apologized Tuesday 
over what he described as a botched inves¬ 
tigation into the enslavement and mistreat¬ 
ment of thousands of people at a vagrants’ 
facility in the 1970s and 1980s nearly three 
decades after its owner was acquitted of 
serious charges. 

The remarks by Prosecutor General 
Moon Moo-il were the government’s first 
formal expression of remorse over one of 
the worst human rights atrocities in mod¬ 
ern South Korea. They add pressure for 
parliament to pass legislation to start a 
deeper inquiry into what happened at the 
now-closed Brothers Home, whose owner 
was exonerated from serious charges amid 
an obvious cover-up orchestrated at the 
highest levels of government. 

“The past government created a direc¬ 
tive that had no base in laws and used 
state power to detain citizens at the Broth¬ 
ers Home confinement facility with the 
disguised purpose of protecting them; 
more than that [inmates] were subjected 
to forced labor, while experiencing brutal 
violence and other harsh violations of their 
human rights,” Moon said, stopping sev¬ 
eral times during his statement while ap¬ 
pearing to hold back tears. 

“I accept with a heavy heart the results 
of our committee (on past cases) that the 


prosecution then caved into pressure from 
above and closed its investigation prema¬ 
turely,” Moon said. “Even on the charges 
that were included in the indictment, the 
defendants weren’t properly punished dur¬ 
ing the trials. This was a process that can¬ 
not be described as democracy.” 

Moon delivered his apology in a meeting 
with about a dozen former inmates, most 
of whom were children when they were 
snatched off the street by police and city 
officials and locked up at Brothers Home. 
They spoke of their experiences at the fa¬ 
cility, including slave labor and near-daily 
assaults, how their sudden disappearance 
ruined their families and how they have 
struggled with their lives since. 

“I have no friends because I couldn’t 
go to school,” said Park Sun-yi, who spent 
more than five years at Brothers Home 
after being snatched by police at the 
age of 9. “We have no families to go to at 
Chuseok,” she said, referring to the Kore¬ 
an Thanksgiving. 

No one has been held accountable for 
hundreds of deaths, rapes and beatings at 
Brothers Home that were documented by 
an Associated Press report in 2016. The 
AP report was based on hundreds of exclu¬ 
sive documents and dozens of interviews 
with officials and former detainees, which 
showed that the abuse at Brothers Home 
was much more vicious and widespread 
than previously known. 

Military dictators in the 1960s to 1980s 


ordered roundups to beautify the streets, 
sending thousands of homeless and dis¬ 
abled people and children to facilities 
where they were detained and forced to 
work. The drive intensified as South Korea 
began preparing to bid for and host the 
1988 Summer Olympics. Brothers Home, 
a mountainside compound in the southern 
city of Busan, was the largest of those facil¬ 
ities and had around 4,000 inmates when 
its horrors were exposed in early 1987. 

Kim Yong Won, the former prosecutor 
who exposed Brothers Home, told the AP 
that high-ranking officials blocked his in¬ 
vestigation under direction from the office 
of military strongman Chun Doo-hwan 
who feared an embarrassing international 
incident on the eve of the Olympics. 

“The prosecutor general’s apology is an 


important step toward fully revealing the 
truth of Brothers Home and compensating 
the surviving victims,” Kim said. 

Former Brothers Home inmates have 
received no compensation. They have been 
calling for a new investigation to establish 
the government’s responsibility more clear¬ 
ly and create a base for compensation.The 
Supreme Court has not decided whether to 
reopen the case. 

Moon’s request for an “exceptional ap¬ 
peal” allows the court to correct grave 
mistakes in interpretation of law though 
it cannot impose new punishment on the 
defendant. If the court accepts the case, 
a finding that the government failed to 
protect the constitutional rights of the 
former inmates could boost their push for 
compensation. 



Nozomi Endo, Kyodo News/AP 


Plastic sheets cover the site where bodies believed to be members 
of a family were found at a farmhouse in Takachiho, Miyazaki 
prefecture, southwestern Japan, on Monday. 


Police find 7 bodies in 
remote Japanese village 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japanese police on 
Tuesday investigated a suspected 
mass murder in a remote moun¬ 
tain village after six bodies — 
five people from one family and 
an acquaintance — were found 
at a farmhouse. A sixth family 
member apparently jumped or 
fell from a nearby bridge and was 
found hours later. 

Police said they are investigat¬ 
ing if the killings resulted from a 
family dispute. 

Miyazaki prefectural police 
said officers found the bodies 
Monday after a relative of the 


family contacted them, saying his 
calls had gone unanswered. 

The 7-year-old granddaughter 
of the farmhouse’s owner, Yasuo 
lihoshi; his wife, Mihoko; and 
their son’s acquaintance, Fumia- 
ki Matsuoka, also a farmer, were 
among those killed, police said. 
Matsuoka was at the house to me¬ 
diate a dispute between the son 
and his wife, according to Japa¬ 
nese media reports. 

The body found near the bridge 
was lihoshi’s son, Masahiro, who 
apparently fled in the family’s car. 
Police are investigating whether 
he killed himself. 


French Senate worker arrested on 
suspicion of spying for North Korea 


Associated Press 

PARIS — An employee of the 
French Senate is in custody on 
suspicion of spying for North 
Korea. 

A judicial official said the man 
was detained Sunday in an in¬ 
vestigation open since March 
into “collecting and delivering 
information to a foreign power 


susceptible to harming funda¬ 
mental interests of the nation.” 
France’s domestic intelligence 
agency, DGSI, is leading the 
investigation. 

A security official confirmed 
that the man in question is Senate 
employee Benoit Quennedey, and 
that he is suspected of spying for 
North Korea. 

Both officials were not autho¬ 


rized to be publicly named dis¬ 
cussing the sensitive matter. The 
Senate would not comment. 

Publishing house Delga said on 
its website that Quennedey trav¬ 
eled to the Koreas in his role as 
the head of the French-Korean 
Friendship Association and wrote 
a book and essays about North 
Korea. 


Sleeping pilot overflies island destination 


By Rod McGuirk 

Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia — A 
commercial pilot is under inves¬ 
tigation after falling asleep in 
the cockpit of a freight plane and 
overflying his Australian island 
destination by 29 miles, officials 
said Tuesday. 

The pilot, who has not been iden¬ 
tified, was the only person aboard 
the twin-propeller Piper PA-31 
Navqjo Chieftain and was fly¬ 
ing on autopilot during the early 
morning flight on Nov. 8 from 
Devonport city on Tasmania 155 
miles northwest to King Island in 
Bass Strait, his employer. Vortex 
Air, said in a statement. 

The pilot “unintentionally fell 


asleep while in command of the 
aircraft,” the Melbourne-based 
airline said. 

“The issue became apparent 
when air traffic control was un¬ 
able to contact the pilot in-flight, 
and the aircraft traveled past the 
intended destination point while 
operating on autopilot,” the state¬ 
ment said. 

Air traffic control record¬ 
ings showed several radio calls 
were made to the unresponsive 
pilot. The Australian newspaper 
reported. 

The pilot landed safely on King 
Island, Vortex Air said. 

The Australian Transport Safe¬ 
ty Bureau, a crash and risk in¬ 
vestigator, and the Civil Aviation 
Safety Authority, the aviation in¬ 


dustry regulator, are investigating 
the incident and the company’s 
management of pilot fatigue. 

The bureau confirmed that the 
plane had overflown the King 
Island Airport due to the pilot 
sleeping. 

It said it would interview the 
pilot and review Vortex Air’s oper¬ 
ational procedures before a report 
on the incident is made public. 

Vortex Air said the 6:20 a.m. 
flight had been the first on the 
pilot’s first day back at work after 
taking leave. He continued flying 
that day. 

The newspaper said the pilot re¬ 
ported for duty despite having had 
little or no sleep the previous night 
due to a personal crisis. 
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India urged to abandon recovery of body 


Associated Press 

NEW DELHI — A rights group 
that works to protect tribal peo¬ 
ple has urged Indian authorities 
to abandon efforts to recover the 
body of an American who was 
killed by inhabitants of an island 
where outsiders are effectively 
forbidden by Indian law. 

The group, Survival Interna¬ 
tional, said the islanders could be 
exposed to deadly diseases if res¬ 
cuers set foot on North Sentinel 
Island, where John Allen Chau 
was killed earlier this month. 
Chau traveled to the island by 
paying fishermen to smuggle 
him. The fishermen told authori¬ 
ties they saw the Sentinelese bury 
Chau’s body on the beach. 


UAE frees 
British man 
convicted 
of spying 

By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates — The United Arab 
Emirates said Monday it pardoned 
and released a British academic 
sentenced to life in prison on 
charges of spying in the Gulf Arab 
country, after showing videos of 
him purportedly acknowledging 
that he worked for MI6, the over¬ 
seas arm of British intelligence. 

The announcement of Matthew 
Hedges’ release ends a diplomatic 
headache for the UAE, a staunch 
American and British ally in the 
Mideast. 

However, Emirati officials 
made a point of insisting their 
arrest came on solid ground, 
showing a closed-door meeting 
of journalists hastily convened 
in Abu Dhabi, the UAE capital, 
short video clips of Hedges al¬ 
legedly acknowledging his intel¬ 
ligence work. 

“He was a part-time PhD re¬ 
searcher, a part-time business¬ 
man, but he was a 100 percent a 
full-time secret service opera¬ 
tive,” said Jaber al-Lamki, an of¬ 
ficial with the UAE’s National 
Media Council. 

“Mr. Hedges has been found 
guilty of espionage. He sought out 
sensitive information ... He was 
here to steal the UAE’s sensitive 


Notes that Chau left behind say 
he wanted to bring Christianity 
to the islanders. Indian officials 
have traveled repeatedly in re¬ 
cent days near the remote island 
but have not set foot on it. 

Scholars believe the Sentinelese 
are descendants of Africans who 
migrated to the area about 50,000 
years ago and survive on the small, 
forested island by hunting, fishing 
and gathering wild plants. 

Almost nothing is known of 
their lives, except that they attack 
outsiders with spears or bows and 
arrows. 

Survival International’s direc¬ 
tor, Stephen Corry, said in a state¬ 
ment Monday that any efforts to 
recover the body would be “in¬ 
credibly dangerous” for both In¬ 


national security secrets for his 
paymasters,” al-Lamki added. 

Daniela Tejada, Hedges’ wife, 
told BBC that she does not believe 
her husband is a spy, saying the 
ordeal has “been an absolutely 
nightmarish seven months.” 

“I can’t wait to have him back” 
she said and added, “In my heart, 
I know that he isn’t a spy.” 

Asked about her husband being 
pardoned rather than having the 
spying conviction quashed, Te¬ 
jada said that “if that is what it 
takes for him to be back, I just 
welcome the news.” 

British Foreign Secretary Jer¬ 
emy Hunt also welcomed the de¬ 


dian officials 
and the Sen¬ 
tinelese, who 
face being 
wiped out if 
any outside 
diseases are 
introduced. 

“The risk 
of a deadly 
epidemic of 
Chau flu> measles 

or other 
outside disease is very real, and 
increases with every such con¬ 
tact. Such efforts in similar cases 
in the past have ended with the 
Sentinelese attempting to defend 
their island by force,” Corry said. 

He said the body of Chau 
“should be left alone as should be 


AP 


cision on Hedges, tweeting it was 
“fantastic news.” He said Britain 
did not agree with the charges 
against Hedges but added that it 
is “grateful to UAE government 
for resolving issue speedily.” 

“We’ve seen no evidence to 
support these accusations,” Hunt 
said, adding that the UK. is 
“deeply perplexed” by the charge 
leveled against Hedges. 

Hunt had lobbied senior UAE 
official for Hedges’ release. The 
UAE came under increasing in¬ 
ternational pressure since the 
academic’s life sentence was 
handed down last week. 


the Sentinelese.” 

He was critical of Indian’s re¬ 
laxation of controls over visitors 
to such islands. 

“The weakening of the restric¬ 
tions on visiting the islands must 
be revoked and the exclusion 
zone around the island properly 
enforced,” he said. 

He said the islanders should 
get the chance to determine their 
own fate. 

“All uncontacted tribal peoples 
face catastrophe unless their land 
is protected,” he said. 

An Indian police official earlier 
said they do not want to disturb 
the islanders’ existence. 

“They are a treasure,” said De- 
pendera Pathak, director-general 
of police on the Andaman and 


By Jennifer Peltz 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A brother of 
Honduran President Juan Orlan¬ 
do Hernandez was charged in the 
US. on Monday with scheming 
for years to bring tons of cocaine 
into the country, with prosecutors 
calling him a big-time trafficker 
so enmeshed in the trade that the 
drug was sometimes stamped 
with his initials. 

Federal prosecutors in New 
York announced drug conspiracy 
and other charges against Anto¬ 
nio “Tony” Hernandez, a former 
Honduran congressman. He has 
previously denied doing anything 
illegal. He was appearing in court 
in Miami, where he was arrested 
Friday. 

The drug-related corruption 
allegations that swirled around 
Tony Hernandez have cast a 
shadow over his brother’s gov¬ 
ernment in a Central American 
country that is a mqjor transit 
hub for cocaine. 

Honduras is also the homeland 
of thousands of migrants who re¬ 
cently have been traveling toward 
and are now camping out at the 
US. border with Mexico, saying 
they are fleeing a poor economy 
and oppressive gang crime. 

After his brother’s arrest Fri¬ 
day, the president’s administration 
reiterated an earlier statement 
that “no one is above the law, and 
every person must have the right 


Nicobar island groups. “We can¬ 
not go and force our way in. We 
don’t want to harm them.” 

There has been no significant 
contact with the Sentinelese for 
generations. 

Anthropologists used to occa¬ 
sionally drop off gifts of coconuts 
and bananas, but even those visits 
were stopped years ago. 

Indian officials said earlier that 
they were consulting anthropolo¬ 
gists to see how they can approach 
with a friendly gesture. They 
watched the Sentinelese from a 
distance in recent days. On Sat¬ 
urday the tribesmen were armed 
with spears and bows and arrows, 
but did not attempt to shoot them 
at the authorities. 


to a legitimate defense and be 
presumed innocent.” 

The statement also said that 
the president maintains that ev¬ 
eryone is responsible for his or 
her actions and can’t shift ac¬ 
countability to other people. The 
government said it would see that 
justice was carried out with “ab¬ 
solute openness and strict obser¬ 
vance to the law.” 

An indictment unveiled Mon¬ 
day charges Tony Hernandez 
with conspiracy, weapons posses¬ 
sion and lying to US. authorities 
in a 2016 interview by saying he 
never aided or took money from 
drug traffickers. 

“Tony Hernandez was involved 
in all stages of the trafficking” 
of multi-ton loads of U.S.-bound 
cocaine through Honduras, Man¬ 
hattan US. Attorney Geoffrey 
Berman said in a statement. Ray¬ 
mond Donovan, who heads US. 
Drug Enforcement Administra¬ 
tion special operations, said the 
ex-congressman is accused of 
working with “some of the world’s 
most deadly and dangerous 
transnational criminal networks” 
to “flood American streets with 
deadly drugs.” 

The indictment portrays Tony 
Hernandez as “a large-scale drug 
trafficker” involved for over a de¬ 
cade in receiving, processing and 
distributing coke that came from 
such countries as Colombia and 
made their way through Hondu¬ 
ras en route to the United States. 



Honduran president’s 
brother charged in US 
with drug conspiracy 


Matthew Hedges, seen with his wife, Daniela Tejada, has been 
pardoned and released by United Arab Emirates after being 
sentenced to prison on charges of spying. 



Amid protests, Macron says France will delay cap on nuclear energy 


Associated Press 

PARIS — French President Emmanuel 
Macron said Tuesday the country will 
move more slowly than promised to cap 
the amount of energy it derives from nu¬ 
clear energy. 

Amid daily protests about high energy 
prices. Macron said France will shut down 
14 nuclear reactors by 2035 out of 58 now 


in order. 

He said France would cap the amount of 
electricity it derives from nuclear plants at 
50 percent by 2035. 

That is a delay compared with the goal 
of 2025 set by his predecessor, Francois 
Hollande. 

France depends more on nuclear en¬ 
ergy than any other country, getting about 


three-quarters of its electricity from its 19 
nuclear plants. 

The French leader promised to develop 
renewable energy instead, saying his pri¬ 
ority is weaning France’s economy from 
fuel that contributes to global warming. 

Macron also said the government will 
find a way to delay tax increases on fuel 
when world oil prices are rising. 


The move aims to reproduce the situa¬ 
tion that has led to protests in recent days, 
some of which have become violent. 

In an attempt to calm the protesters. Ma¬ 
cron proposed a three-month consultation 
with associations and activist groups, in¬ 
cluding the so-called “yellow jackets” who 
have led the recent protests, about how 
best to handle the rising energy costs. 
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‘The Lion King’ 
remake raises 
question: What 
is live action? 

By Michael Cavna 
The Washington Post 

Even within Disney’s current 
circle of lively remakes, Simba is 
stirring high emotion. 

Hollywood has been remaking 
beloved classics with new digi¬ 
tal bells and whistles for years 
now, buffing up the Grinch with a 
CGI sheen and turning Mowgli’s 
jungle into a pixelated forest. But 
just a quarter-century after “The 
Lion King” hummed its way into 
the hearts of several generations, 
fresh footage of a blue-screen 
return to Pride Rock is leaving 
some viewers a bit shook. 

Over the Thanksgiving holiday, 
Disney released the first trailer 
for next year’s “Lion King” re¬ 
make — which trades in the 1994 
original’s 2-D animation for CGI 
re-creation—and after more than 
224 million views within the first 
day, the debate was sparked: Just 
how is this a “live-action” film 
when everything on the screen 
looks like a painted pixel? 

Some viewers tweeted their 
confusion over the trailer — per¬ 
haps expecting a so-called live- 
action remake of “The Lion King” 
to be more in the vein of the cos¬ 
tuming in Julie Taymor’s smash 
Broadway musical. 

And the high degree of cin¬ 
ematic similarity prompted some 
users to post shot-by-shot com¬ 
parisons of the original and the 
remake. 

And when “Aquaman” director 
James Wan tweeted his apprecia¬ 
tion of the trailer, his use of “live 
action” spurred further opinions 
about just what to call Disney’s 
latest re-creation of an iconic 
property from its gilded vault. 

Amid it all, there seems to be a 
public need to put a name to such 
pioneering hybrids in filmmak¬ 
ing. And the talk will eventually 
pivot to awards: How will movie 
jurors classify a creative animal 
like “The Lion King,” which is 
due out in July? 

So much of the conversation 
around the blurring of CGI “mo¬ 
tion-capture” and animation has 
centered on the human inside the 
digital skin. Some filmmakers 
draw a distinction when an actor 
is delivering a performance that 
gets a CGI paint job — as Andy 
Serkis so often does — as opposed 
to a person merely being a model 
for the animator’s hand. 

Jon Favreau, the director of the 
“Lion King” remake (which stars 
Donald Glover, James Earl Jones 
and Beyonce Knowles-Carter), 
has naturally walked down this 
valley before, with his update 
of “The Jungle Book.” In 2016, 
Favreau’s remake of that Disney 
cartoon classic relied largely on 
CGI animation — animals and 
landscapes created in computer 
— but the central figure of Neel 
Sethi as a live-action Mowgli gave 
viewers one tether to a real, seem¬ 
ingly unpainted performance. 

Now, however, with Favreau 
creating an all-animal tableau, 
some viewers seem unmoored 
by the lack of a human face when 
classifying his Kingdom. 



Bana's dirty little secret 

Aussie actor set to star in ‘Dirty John’ has roots in comedy 


By Joseph V. Amodio 

Newsday 

I f you’re surprised to hear that Eric Bana 
is a seriously funny guy, then you’re 
likely American. Not surprised? You’re 
Australian. 

That’s because the Australian actor started 
out in stand-up, starring in an Aussie TV sketch 
comedy show before becoming known inter¬ 
nationally for dark, brooding roles in films like 
“Munich,” “Troy” and “Hulk.” 

In his latest role, Bana plays John Meehan, a 
suave medical man just back from a stint with 
Doctors Without Borders in Iraq, who woos a 
Southern California businesswoman, Debra 
Newell (“Nashville’s” Connie Britton). But as the 
title — “Dirty John” — of this new true-crime 
limited series suggests, there’s something a little 
funny about this guy. As in odd. And — as Deb¬ 
ra’s kids (Julia Garner, Juno Temple) soon learn 
— dangerous. 

The series, premiering on AFN-Pulse on 
Thursday, is based on the popular “Dirty John” 
podcast, and covers ah the details of this twisted 
con game, from psychological manipulations to 
(yes) zombies. Bana, 50, who lives in Melbourne, 
Australia, with his wife and two children, re¬ 
cently spoke with Newsday contributor Joseph V. 
Amodio. 

Newsday: It’s hard to tell — at first — if 
this guy you piay is genuineiy creepy or just 
misunderstood. 

Bana: That’s definitely deliberate. Without re¬ 
alistically establishing a definite bond between 
(Debra and John) that has passion and genuine 
affection, we’d be dead in the water. So we worked 
hard to ensure that the audience understands the 
attraction and what Debra sees in John, so we 
can then move forward. 

Move forward to where it’s clear he’s 
creepy. 

You’ve got to be careful to not play it. Actors 
get really excited when they hear they’re going 
to play a psychopath, but when you play a psycho¬ 
path as a psychopath, it doesn’t work. 

I suppose everything he’s doing is sort of 
reasonabie from inside John’s mind. 

I don’t know about that. I think he knows he’s 
being really awful. He’s able to justify a lot of the 
lying, the deception, but I don’t think he’s able to 
justify a whole lot of his behavior. It was impor¬ 
tant to me to just present a version of that charac¬ 
ter that’s believable. Because it gets pretty crazy. 


and we need the audience to remember that this 
really happened. 

What’s it iike working with Connie Britton? 

Connie’s wonderful. I’ve been a huge fan of 
hers for years. She was on board and attached 
first, so it was easy for me to visualize John and 
Debra together. I felt strongly that we’d work well 
on screen. 

Do you miss your comedy roots — do you 
want to do more comedies? 

I don’t have any monstrous aspirations to con¬ 
quer the world through comedy, no. If the right 
thing came along, sure. My brain still works as 
it always has, seeing the world in three-min¬ 
ute sketches all day long. That’s part of my ap¬ 
proach as an actor. The way you break down a 
three-minute sketch is no different from the way 
you break down a movie. The biggest advantage 
it gives you is that I’m now very aware of when 
something’s not working... It gives you the confi¬ 
dence to break something apart, to not be scared 
of new dialogue thrown at you. That’s just part 
of what you do in sketch comedy. So that helps. It 
makes you feel less precious about the way you 
approach dramatic) material. 

I hear you’re a big Aussie football fan. Tell 
me — what could the NFL learn from you Aus- 
sies and your “footy”? 

I used to struggle with your game. I actually 
really enjoy watching it now. I think both sides 
could learn a bit from each other. The one thing 
I notice when I watch your game is you never 
have any shots of the crowd. I don’t know if it’s 
because the game is so commercialized that that 
kind of casual air has gone away. We do a lot of 
close-ups of our crowd. That’s part of the game. 
I always feel weird when I watch an American 
sport — there’s a crowd there, so why aren’t we 
seeing them? It’s weird. It sort of dehumanizes it. 
They give you wide shots and, in baseball, they 
do that stupid “kiss cam.” But we really, really, 
really embrace the crowd. That’s something that 
American sport doesn’t seem to do. 

And what can you learn from us? 

Hmmm ... we have the same issue with con¬ 
cussions as the NFL. I feel like maybe the NFL 
is slightly more aggressive dealing with that. 
We don’t wear pads and helmets. And it’s a 360- 
degree game. You can be mowed down from ah 
directions. And we have an inherent machismo 
thing — we laud players who run into oncoming 
traffic at full speed. That’s heroic instead of pret¬ 
ty... pretty insane. 


Eric Bana plays John Meehan in “Dirty John,” a series derived from a popular true crime podcast. 

Bhavo/AP 


Gotham Awards honor 
^The Rider/ kick off 
the awards season 

From wire services 

Chloe Zhao’s lyrical Western 
“The Rider,” about a Lakota cow¬ 
boy rodeo rider, has won best 
feature film at the 28th annual 
Gotham Awards. 

The first mqjor soiree of Holly¬ 
wood’s awards season spread its 
honors around on Monday, includ¬ 
ing a pair of prizes for Bo Burn¬ 
ham’s coming-of-age directing 
debut “Eighth Grade” and Paul 
Schrader’s impassioned Catholic 
drama “First Reformed.” 

Ethan Hawke, star of “First 
Reformed,” took best actor. Best 
actress went to Toni Colette for 
the horror film “Hereditary.” 

Yorgos Lanthimos’ period 
romp “The Favourite” also had a 
big role. Though it was shut out in 
the competitive categories, its trio 
of stars — Olivia Colman, Rachel 
Weisz and Emma Stone — were 
honored with an ensemble acting 
award. And Weisz was one of four 
of the night’s tribute honorees. 

Baldwin’s lawyer says 
video will clear him 

Video will vindicate Alec Bald¬ 
win after he was accused of slug¬ 
ging a man in the face in over a 
parking space, the actor’s lawyer 
said Monday. 

Baldwin was arraigned on a 
misdemeanor attempted assault 
charge and a charge of harass¬ 
ment, a violation, in the latest 
of his several brushes with the 
law over the years. The Emmy 
winner has previously denied 
he punched anyone in the park¬ 
ing clash outside his Manhattan 
apartment building Nov. 2. 

Lawyer Alan Abramson added 
Monday that “incontrovertible 
video evidence” proves it “be¬ 
yond ah doubt.” He didn’t show 
the video and declined to give 
details. 

Prosecutors, meanwhile, said 
in court papers the 60-year-old 
star told a police officer the other 
driver “stole my spot,” used a 
vulgarity to describe him, and ac¬ 
knowledged: “I did push him.” 

Baldwin is due back in court 
Jan. 23. 

Other news 

■ The two-part “Harry Pot¬ 
ter and the Cursed Child” set a 
Broadway record in ticket sales 
for a nonmusical for the week 
ending Sunday with a gross of 
$2,338,315. 

■ The Emmy Awards will re¬ 
turn to Fox—and to Sunday night 
— in 2019. The 71st Primetime 
Emmy Awards will air live Sept. 
22, 2019, the Television Acad¬ 
emy and Fox announced Monday. 
Four networks share broadcast¬ 
ing rights for the ceremony, with 
each network hosting the awards 
once every four years. 

■ Authorities say the hip-hop 
artist known as “El Dreamer” 
and “Tattd Dreamz” was killed 
in a fatal motorcycle crash in El 
Paso, Texas. Raymond Harley 
Saenz, 29, died Sunday at the 
scene after a trooper attempted 
to stop his speeding motorcycle. 
He was known for such bilingual 
songs as “Running in Place” and 
“Black Out.” 







Page 18 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, November 28,2018 


AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


THE CENSUS 

^1^ gm H ■■ The amount given to the Beardsley Zoo in Connecticut to fund the creation of a new tiger habitat. Zoo Direc- 
T IbvI tor Gregg Dancho said the donation is from Pamela Hope Kochiss-Werth, a longtime zoo supporter, and will go 
B I toward a new habitat for the endangered Amur tigers. Tiger cubs Zeya and Reka had only a 25 percent chance 

■ W ■ Qf survival when they were born last year. 



Gillian Jones, The (Adams, Mass.) Berkshire Eagle/AP 


Twinkling lights 

Jamie Soha, 2, admires the lights on the Christmas tree at Adams Town Common during the annual Adams Holly Days event in Adams, 



Helen Keller’s desk 
displayed at museum 

LOUISVILLE—A writ- 
■ V 1 ing desk that belonged 
to Helen Keller is on display in 
Kentucky at the American Print¬ 
ing House for the Bhnd Museum. 

News outlets reported the desk 
is on loan to the Louisville mu¬ 
seum from the American Foun¬ 
dation for the Blind. Keller, who 
was deaf and blind and was an 
author, lecturer and political ac¬ 
tivist, worked at the foundation 
for 44 years. 

Museum director Mike Hud¬ 
son said the museum wants visi¬ 
tors to consider the work Keller 
did at the desk and how creativity 
comes about. 

State university hosts 
its first drag show 

I IT LOGAN — The first- 

I ever drag show at tradi¬ 
tionally conservative Utah State 
University drew a large and sup¬ 
portive crowd to cheer on 10 drag 
performers in an event that or¬ 
ganizers said marks progress on 
LGBTQ issues. 

The show earlier this month 
was held as part of a discus¬ 
sion about drag culture and the 
LGBTQ community. Performers 
not only danced and sang but also 
answered questions about what 
taking part in the show meant 
to them, The Salt Lake Tribune 
reported. 

Nearly 1,000 people filled a 
ballroom on the campus in Logan, 
a small agriculture community. 

Endangered white 
rhino dispiayed at zoo 

BROWNSVILLE 
I Vv — The newest resident 
of a South Texas zoo is an endan¬ 
gered white rhino that goes by the 
name Bebop. 

The 5-year-old Southern white 
rhino has joined other endan¬ 
gered white rhinos on display at 
Gladys Porter Zoo in Browns¬ 
ville. The new rhino arrived at 
the zoo in March from the Center 
for Conservation of Tropical Un¬ 
gulates in Punta Gorda, Fla., the 
Brownsville Herald reported. 

Zookeepers have placed Bebop 
in enclosures close to the zoo’s 
other female white rhinos, Abby 
and Julie. Zoo staff members 
hope Bebop will breed with the 
females, zoo Director Patrick 
Burchfield said. 

School votes to drop 
Native American mascot 

O U OXFORD — An Ohio 
school district is drop¬ 
ping its Native American mascot 
after a close school board vote. 

The Hamilton-Middletown 
Journal-News reported the Ta- 
lawanda Board of Education re¬ 
cently voted 3-2 to change the 
district’s mascot name from the 
Talawanda Braves to Talawanda 
Brave. Officials say the new name 
denotes bravery and courage. 

The Oxford district will no lon¬ 
ger purchase any apparel, items 
or equipment using the image of 
a Native American head. 

The vote comes after months of 
public outcry. 


Mass., on Sunday. 

Mystery lovers gather 
for D.B. Cooper event 

O R PORTLAND — Mys- 
Em tery lovers and others 
gathered this past weekend to dis¬ 
cuss a common obsession — the 
infamous hijacker known as D.B. 
Cooper. 

KGW-TV reported the “D.B. 
Cooper Con’’ conference held Sat¬ 
urday in Portland was dubbed the 
first open investigative gathering 
in seven years. The event took 
place on the 47th anniversary of 
the unsolved crime. 

On Nov. 24, 1971, a hijacker 
calling himself “Dan Cooper” 
parachuted from a Northwest 
Orient Airlines 727 over the Pa¬ 
cific Northwest after receiving 
$200,000 in ransom. The fate of 
the man remains unknown. 

Rodent causes outage 
on Thanksgiving Day 

lyW HENDERSON—Elec- 
Im V trie utility NV Energy 
said a rodent caused the Thanks¬ 
giving Day power outage that 


affected more than 13,000 build¬ 
ings in Henderson. 

The Las Vegas Review-Journal 
reported homes and businesses 
lost power around 8 p.m. Thurs¬ 
day for almost four hours. 

NV Energy spokeswoman Jen¬ 
nifer Schuricht said it is unclear 
what kind of rodent caused the out¬ 
age and how the rodent was able to 
damage the utility’s equipment. 

Fossil of plant-eating 
reptile has been found 

hi nil ALBUQUERQUE 
Im ITI — The New Mexico 
Museum of Natural History said 
the earliest known example of 
a plant-eating reptile has been 
found in the fossil record in south¬ 
ern New Mexico. 

The museum made the an¬ 
nouncement last week. It said the 
unique structure of the skull, jaws 
and teeth of the sail-backed rep¬ 
tile indicate it was an herbivore, 
and that such specialized plant¬ 
eating wasn’t previously known 
in reptiles older than about 200 
million years. 


Doctor fights seizure 
of dinosaur skull 

FORT WORTH — A 
I W doctor in Texas with a 
passion for paleontology is chal¬ 
lenging the federal government 
after authorities seized a 70 mil- 
lion-year-old dinosaur skull from 
his fossil collection. 

Dr. James Godwin argued that 
the government waited too long 
to file a forfeiture claim after it 
seized the Tyrannosaurus bataar 
skull that authorities said was 
among several fossils smuggled 
illegally out of Mongolia. 

Under the National Stolen Prop¬ 
erty Act, the government has five 
years from the time an offense is 
discovered to file a forfeiture suit. 

Coast Guard probes 
ferry crash at docks 

^ A SAN FRANCISCO 
— The Coast Guard is 
investigating what caused a ferry 
boat to crash into docks at San 
Francisco’s famed Ferry Build¬ 
ing, shghtly injuring two people 


aboard. 

Coast Guard spokesman Chris 
Shih said investigators are looking 
into mechanical issues and other 
factors that led to Friday’s crash. 

A Golden Gate Ferry spokes¬ 
woman said the boat was travel¬ 
ing from Larkspur and carrying 
53 passengers when it struck an 
outer berth before bumping into 
another dock, damaging the ves¬ 
sel’s hull. 

Holiday passengers 
stranded on train 

ly Y XEW YORK — Some 
ITI 1 people spent the end of 
their Thanksgiving holiday stuck 
on an Amtrak train for more than 
five hours. 

The Boston-bound Acela had 
left Washington on Sunday when 
Amtrak says debris caused dam¬ 
age to the pantograph that con¬ 
nects the train to the overhead 
power line in Queens, N.Y. 

The train sat on the tracks 
while Amtrak tried to make re¬ 
pairs from about 10 a.m. until 
shortly after 3 p.m. 

From wire reports 
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By Nader Nadery 
Special To The Washington Post 

I n recent days, Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani has met with civic 
and political actors here to discuss 
the formation of a team to negotiate 
peace with the Taliban insurgents who 
have subjected the country to decades of 
violence. The U.S. special representative 
for Afghanistan, Zalmay Khalilzad, said at 
a Nov. 18 news conference that he is “cau¬ 
tiously optimistic” about peace prospects. 
He even urged all sides to work toward 
getting a deal by the spring presidential 
elections. 

As a human rights advocate for many 
years before I joined the Afghan govern¬ 
ment in 2016, I used to struggle to imag¬ 
ine how we could ever reconcile with a 
group that has for so long contravened 
basic human rights principles. But earlier 
this year, the need to end this conflict was 
brought home to me in a profound way. 

On April 30, two coordinated suicide 
bombings in Kabul killed at least 29 people, 
including nine journalists who had rushed 
to cover the first explosion. I knew most of 
those journalists. An hour after the attack, 
I visited the scene. The smell of burned 
human flesh and blood, the destruction 
and depth of the brutality of the crime, 
struck me like never before. Islamic State 
claimed responsibility for that particular 
attack, but the slaughter was all too much 
like the mass killings perpetrated by the 
Taliban since it was ousted from power in 
2001 by a U.S.-led military coalition. The 
shock of my experience last spring has 
been compounded by the government in¬ 
telligence reports I’ve seen describing the 
true impact of the Taliban violence on our 
people. 


By Eli Lake 

Bloomberg Opinion 

A lexey Navalny is undoubtedly 
right: Russia’s aggression against 
three Ukrainian vessels in the Sea 
of Azov, the Putin antagonist and 
anti-corruption activist tweeted Sunday, 
was an attempt to create a distraction. 

It’s straight out of the dictator’s hand¬ 
book: Create an international crisis when 
the people at home get restless. In Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s case, there is 
much restlessness, from protests over pen¬ 
sion reform to the recent arrest and re¬ 
lease of a popular rapper. Most Russians, 
according to a poll taken last month, hold 
Putin “fully responsible” for the country’s 
problems. 

So it’s tempting for the West to respond 
with caution. A few tough statements to 
signal displeasure, but no actual change 
in policy. Don’t push too hard. Don’t mis¬ 
take Putin’s latest ploy as preparation for 
a broader war. 

Such caution is sometimes wise, but not 
now. It’s important not to mistake the sta¬ 
tus quo between Ukraine and Russia for 
stability. Tensions between the two coun¬ 
tries in the Sea of Azov have been simmer¬ 
ing for months, and half measures would 
invite further escalation from Russia. The 
moment demands escalation from the 
West. 

The West has to deter Putin from defying 
international law and norms, says Stephen 
Nix, the Eurasia director of the Interna¬ 
tional Republican Institute. It cannot allow 
Russia to violate Ukraine’s sovereignty 
again, as it did with its 2014 annexation of 


Like many Afghans, I now accept that 
the war has dragged on for too long. The 
suffering of our people must come to an 
end. We must make peace. 

But even as the sense of urgency for 
peace grows, the parties involved are still 
far apart in their objectives. Taliban state¬ 
ments a little more than two weeks ago at 
a peace conference in Moscow sounded 
unchanged from statements they made 
years ago. The Taliban don’t seem ready to 
acknowledge how fundamentally Afghan 
society has been transformed since their 
rule ended, particularly regarding demo¬ 
cratic practices and the rights of women. 

As for the Russians, there is much spec¬ 
ulation about the reasons for their involve¬ 
ment in the negotiations, but the platform 
they provided for the Taliban seemed in¬ 
tended to strengthen the group’s position 
in future talks. 

Afghans’ yearning for peace should not 
push us to settle for less than our changed 
country deserves. Peace talks also must not 
be driven by superficial deadlines urged 
by a U.S. administration anxious to be 
done with the conflict. History is instruc¬ 
tive: The Nixon administration in the early 
1970s, eager to end the Vietnam War, se¬ 
cretly pursued a “decent interval” strategy 
that would ensure a buffer of a year or two 
between a U.S. military withdrawal and 
the collapse of the South Vietnamese gov¬ 
ernment. Rushing for a settlement with the 
Taliban instead of doing the arduous work 
of building peace could be disastrous. 

Seventeen years ago, in November 2001, 
talks were held in Bonn, Germany, to estab¬ 
lish an Afghan government after the Tal¬ 
iban’s sudden fall. I participated in the talks 
and witnessed a hasty process in which the 
urgency of achieving a short-term objec¬ 
tive undermined the participants’ efforts 


Crimea. 

But what would that look like? Nix rec¬ 
ommends a mix of sanctions and more ro¬ 
bust military measures. For example, the 
U.S. could lead an international convoy of 
military vessels to the Black Sea and the 
Sea of Azov to escort Ukrainian ships. The 
U.S. could also sell more advanced radar 
and weaponry to Ukraine’s navy, helping it 
to better detect and defend against Russian 
vessels at sea. If Putin believes the Russian 
navy gets a free shot against Ukrainian 
ships, it’s important for NATO countries to 
disabuse him of this notion. 

The U.S. should also increase a cam¬ 
paign of diplomatic isolation. The easiest 
step here would be to kick Russia out of 
the Council of Europe. Since 2014, Russia’s 
membership has been suspended. After 
the Azof affair, Russia should be expelled. 

Some would go even farther. Steven 
Pifer, a former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine 
now at the Brookings Institution, recom¬ 
mends that the U.S. and Europe prohibit 
ships leaving from Russian ports in the 
Sea of Azov and the Black Sea from enter¬ 
ing their ports if Russia does not reopen 
the Kerch Strait immediately. Toomas 
Hendrick lives, the former president of 
Estonia, recommends more restrictions on 
visas for Russian officials visiting Europe 
or America. 

Most important, these penalties against 
Putin should be accompanied by a public 
campaign to explain them to the Russian 
people. It’s delusional to think the U.S. can 
foment civil unrest in Russia. At the same 
time, Russians who are fed up with Putin’s 
authoritarian rule deserve to know how 
and why his actions have invited interna- 


to design a sustainable outcome. We are in 
danger of repeating that same process, but 
this time with the Taliban included. A hur¬ 
ried-up approach weakens the positions 
of the Afghan government and the United 
States and encourages the Taliban to resist 
meaningful negotiations. 

The goal for Afghans, and for Washing¬ 
ton, should be a process that will protect 
the transformed Afghanistan, not one that 
will drive us back into the darkness we 
were in 18 years ago. That includes hold¬ 
ing presidential elections on time in the 
spring and giving the government in Kabul 
a fresh mandate and greater authority to 
negotiate. 

The peace talks must take into account 
the concerns of Afghan women and for¬ 
ward-looking young people. Such concerns 
are often dismissed as belonging only to 
urban elites, but that notion is outdated. 
Unofficial results of last month’s parlia¬ 
mentary elections indicate that we will 
have the most youthful parliament in our 
history, with new members coming from a 
broad range of social, ethnic and political 
backgrounds. 

This is a changed country. Young Af¬ 
ghan men and women, no longer at the 
mercy of a system dominated by older poli¬ 
ticians and warlords, are connected and 
determined, a peaceful force capable of 
driving more changes for the better. These 
groups won’t settle for a political deal that 
is rushed through without due consider¬ 
ation of Afghanistan’s massive social and 
political transformations. Peace will take 
patience, courage and determination. 
Americans and Afghans have shown that 
they are more than capable of both. 

Nader Nadery, a former senior adviser to Afghan 

President Ashraf Ghani, is the chairman of the 
Independent Civil Service Commission and has 
served as a human rights commissioner. 


tional isolation. 

Finally, the U.S. needs to reassess di¬ 
plomacy that is too reliant on Putin’s good 
will. It’s all well and good to talk about re¬ 
starting arms control negotiations or driv¬ 
ing a wedge between Russia and Iran. But 
Moscow will use these U.S. goals as lever¬ 
age to get away with bullying neighbors 
such as Ukraine. 

In light of Russia’s aggression. President 
Donald Trump should cancel plans for 
Putin to come to Washington in the spring 
until he lives up to the terms of the 2003 
treaty between Ukraine and Russia to 
share the Sea of Azov. Otherwise he would 
be repeating the mistake of former Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama, who so needed Rus¬ 
sia’s cooperation in nuclear talks with Iran 
that he failed to deter Russia’s advances in 
Syria. 

Unfortunately, the U.S. response to 
Russia’s latest aggression has been muted. 
Trump tweeted Sunday his usual refrain 
urging European allies to pay more for 
their national defense. But he has yet to 
use his preferred platform to condemn 
Putin. The outgoing U.S. ambassador to 
the United Nations, Nikki Haley, did call 
out Russia’s actions, but it’s not enough. 

Russia’s firing on Ukrainian vessels is 
its most significant act of international ag¬ 
gression since the 2014 stealth invasion of 
Ukraine. Denunciation is no substitute for 
deterrence. The price Putin pays must be 
steeper than he expects. 

Eli Lake is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist cover¬ 
ing national security and foreign policy. He was 
the senior national security correspondent for 
the Daily Beast and covered national security and 
intelligence for the Washington Times, the New 
York Sun and UPl. 


Putin will understand one response: Escalation 
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2 Russian ruler 

3 French 101 verb 

4 Poppa’s mate 

5 Hearty embrace 

6 Director Howard 

7 “Thus ...” 

8 North African 
capital 

9 Widespread 

10 Wicked 

11 Fade away 
16 Frost 


20 La-la lead-in 

23 “Caught ya!” 

24 Fun and games 

25 Old British coin 
27 Wee bite 

29 Feathery wrap 

30 Six-pack 
muscles 

32 Rants 

34 Not taking sides 
37 Cacophony 
39 Apple computer 
42 Confuse 

44 Small boat 

45 Lawman Wyatt 

46 Loyal 

48 Cake finisher 

49 Christen 

50 Pleased 
53 St. crosser 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


ACROSS 

1 Goblet feature 
5 Bikini top 
8 Not many 

12 Analogy words 

13 Very long time 

14 Volcanic flow 

15 Agricultural 
worker 

17 Smile 

18 Quake 

19 Repress 

21 Hot tub reaction 

22 Pitcher Hershiser 

23 Canine cry 
26 Scamper 
28 Island off 

Venezuela 
31 Warmth 
33 Martini ingredient 

35 Uppity one 

36 Bitter 

38 Architect I. M. — 

40 Auto fuel 

41 Chicago paper, 
for short 

43 Sounds of 
hesitation 
45 Odorless gas 
47 Capturing 

51 Saharan 

52 Ludicrous 

54 Ancient letter 


11-28 CRYPTOQUIP 

VB PYEAIJVXO GYPAW H 

PVOXVBVFHXI SVPT lY 

GSVEHIAP, NYL FYLZW FHZZ 

IJHI H GASVZ YB EYXTANP. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN SETTLERS IN 
NEW REGIONS WRITE DISHY NEWSPAPER 
ARTICLES, ED SAY THEY’RE GOSSIP COLONISTS. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; B equals F 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corT 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 



SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
buyers with classifieds 

Be aware of the common 
red flags. 


buy sight unseen and have 


through an agent using 


■ People saying Free Dog 



SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 



STARSIm^STRIPES, 

online at 


WWW. strip 





Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


StarsiqiStri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poii 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poli, compiied by U.S. Coliege Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Nov. 25 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. St. Cloud state (45) 11-1-0 995 1 

2. Minnesota Duiuth (3) 9-2-1 918 2 

3. UMass(2) 


Pro baseball 

1 

Deals 

1 

College football 

1 

College basketball 


4. Minnesota State 

5. Ohio State 

6. Penn State 

7. Denver 

8. Notre Dame 

9. Quinnipiac 

10. Providence 

11. Union 

12. Bowling Green 

13. Northeastern 

14. Michigan 

15. North Dakota 

16. Cornell 

17. Clarkson 

18. Arizona State 

19. Princeton 

20. Lake Superior 


10-2-0 843 3 

9-4-1 756 5 

10- 3-0 728 6 

7-3-2 727 7 

7-4-1 637 8 

11- 2-0 596 10 

7- 4-2 548 9 

8- 3-2 514 11 
8-3-2 459 12 
8-3-1 450 13 

6- 5-2 297 14 

7- 5-1 275 17 

5-4-0 169 15 
7-4-0 144 - 

10-6-0 115 16 
3-4-1 ‘ 

7-4-1 


Others receiving votes: Miami 79, Be- 
midji State 75, Michigan Tech 30, West¬ 
ern Michigan 18, RIT 13, Michigan State 
7, Boston University 6, Minnesota 6, Har¬ 
vard 4, Wisconsin 3, Northern Michigan 
2, St. Lawrence 2, Niagara 1, Omaha 1. 


MLS playoffs 

Knockout Round 
Wednesday, Oct. 31 

New York City FC 3, Phiiadelphia 1 
Portland 2, FC Dallas 1 

Thursday, Nov. 1 

Columbus 2, D.C. United 2, Columbus 
advances on penalty kicks 3-2 
Real Salt Lake 3, Los Angeles FC 2 

Conference Semifinals 
Home-and-home 

Eastern Conference 

Columbus 1, New York 0 
Atlanta 1, New York City FC 0 
Western Conference 
Portland 2, Seattle 1 
Sporting Kansas City 1, Real Salt Lake 1 
Second leg 
Eastern Conference 
Atlanta 3, New York City FC 1, Atlanta 
advances on 4-1 aggregate 

New Yok 3, Columbus 0, New York ad¬ 
vances on 3-1 aggregate 

Western Conference 
Seattle 3, Portland 2, 4-4 aggregate: 
Portland advanced on 4-2 penalty kicks 
Sporting Kansas City 4, Real Salt Lake 
2, Sporting KC advances on 5-3 aggre¬ 
gate 

Conference Championships 
Home-and-home 
Eastern Conference 
First leg 

Atlanta 3, New York 0 

Second leg 

Thursday: Atlanta at New York 

Western Conference 

Sporting Kansas City 0, Portland 0 

Second leg 

Thursday: Portland at Sporting Kan¬ 
sas City 

MLS Cup 
Saturday, Dec. 8 

Sporting Kansas City-Portland winner 
at Atlanta-New York wini— 


Fight schedule 


rresiiiiiar L vs. Dyrun rtujas, iz, lui 

Freshmart’s WBA strawweight title. 

Dec. 1 

at The Entertainment and Sports 
Arena in Washington, Dusty Harrison 
vs.James Winchester, 10, super welter¬ 
weights. 

At Videotron Centre, Quebec City, 
Adonis Stevenson vs. Oleksandr Gvoz- 
dyk, 12, for Stevenson’s WBC World light 
heavyweight title; Sebastien Bouchard 
vs. All Funeka, 10, welterweights; Mikael 
Zewski vs. Aaron Herrera, 10, for Zews- 
ki’s WBC International welterweight 
title; Oscar Rivas vs. Fabio Maldonado, 
10, for Rivas’ NABF heavyweight title; 
Shakeel Phinn vs. Dario Bredicean, 10, 
for the vacant IBF Inter-Continental su¬ 
per middleweight title. 

At Staples Center, Los Angeles, Deon- 
tay Wilder vs. Tyson Fury, 12, for Wilder’s 
WBC heavyweight title; Jarrett Hurd vs. 


Free agents 

NEW YORK — The 152 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected $17.9 million qualify¬ 
ing offer): 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (2) - Adam Jones, of; Col¬ 
by Rasmus, of. 

BOSTON (6) - Nathan Eovaldi, rhp; 
Joe Kelly, rhp; q-Craig Kimbrel, rhp; Ian 
Kinsler, 2b; Brandon Phillips, 2b; Drew 
Pomeranz, Ihp. 

CHICAGO (4) — Jeanmar Gomez, rhp; 
Miguel Gonzalez, rhp; Hector Santiago, 
Ihp; James Shields, rhp. 

CLEVELAND (10) - Cody Allen, rhp; 
Michael Brantley, of; Melky Cabrera; of; 
Lonnie Chisenhall, of; Rajai Davis, of; 
Brandon Guyer, of; Andrew Miller, Ihp; 
Oliver Perez, Ihp; Adam Rosales, inf; Josh 
Tomlin, rhp. 

DETROIT (4) — Jose Iglesias, ss; Fran¬ 
cisco Liriano, Ihp; Victor Martinez, dh; 
Jarrod Saltalamacchia, c. 

HOUSTON (6) - Evan Gattis, of; Mar- 
win Gonzalez, inf-of; q-Dallas Keuchel, 
Ihp; Martin Maldonado, c; Charlie Mor¬ 
ton, rhp; Tony Sipp, Ihp. 

KANSAS CITY (2) - Alcides Escobar, 
ss; Jason Hammel, rhp. 

LOS ANGELES (6) - Jim Johnson, rhp; 
Garrett Richards, rhp; Blake Wood, rhp; 
Junichi Tazawa, rhp; Chris Young, of; Eric 
Young Jr., of, 

MINNESOTA (6) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Logan Forsythe, 2b; Chris Gimenez, c; 
Joe Mauer, lb; Logan Morrison, lb; Ervin 
Santana, rhp, 

NEW YORK (7) - Zach Britton, Ihp; J.A. 
Happ, Ihp; Adeiny Hechavarria, ss; Lance 
Lynn, rhp; Andrew McCutchen, of; David 
Robertson, rhp; Neil Walker, inf. 

OAKLAND w - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Trevor Cahill, rhp; Jeurys Familia, rhp; 
Edwin Jackson, rhp; Matt Joyce, of; 
Shawn Kelley, rhp; Jed Lowrie, 2b; Jona¬ 
than Lucroy, c. 

SEATTLE (8) - Gordon Beckham, 2b; 
Nelson Cruz, dh; Zach Duke, Ihp; Camer¬ 
on Maybin, of; David Phelps, rhp; Andrew 
Romine, inf-of; Denard Span, of; Adam 
Warren, rhp. 

TAMPA BAY (2) - Carlos Gomez, of; 
Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (8) - Tony Barnette, rhp; Adri¬ 
an Beltre, 3b; Robinson Chirinos, c; Bar- 
tolo Colon, rhp; Doug Fister, rhp; Yovani 
Gallardo, rhp; c; Matt Moore, Ihp; Martin 
Perez, Ihp. 

TORONTO (2) -Tyler Clippard, rhp; 
Marco Estrada, rhp, 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (9) - Clay Buchholz, rhp; 
q-Patrick Corbin, Ihp; Randall Delgado, 
rhp; Daniel Descalso, inf; Jake Diekman, 
Ihp; Jon Jay, of; q-A.J. Pollock, of; Chris 
Stewart, c; Brad Ziegler, rhp. 

ATLANTA (8) - Brad Brach, rhp; Lucas 
Duda, lb; Ryan Flaherty, inf; Nick Marka- 
kis, of; Brandon McCarthy, rhp; Peter 
Moylan, rhp; Rene Rivera, c; Anibal San¬ 
chez, rhp. 

CHICAGO (6) - Jesse Chavez, rhp; 
Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; Jaime Garcia, Ihp; 
Daniel Murphy, 2b; Bobby Wilson, c; Jus¬ 
tin Wilson, Ihp; 

CINCINNATI (1) - Matt Harvey, rhp. 
COLORADO (6) - Drew Butera, c; Car¬ 
los Gonzalez, of; Matt Holliday, of; DJ Le- 
Mahieu, 2b; Adam Ottavino, rhp; Gerardo 
Parra, of. 

LOS ANGELES (6) - John Axford, rhp; 
Brian Dozier, 2b; q-Yasmani Grandal, c; 
Daniel Hudson, rhp; Manny Machado, ss; 
Ryan Madson, rhp. 

MILWAUKEE (6) - Gio Gonzalez, Ihp; 
Curtis Granderson, of; Jordan Lyles, rhp; 
Wade Miley, Ihp; Mike Moustakas, 3b; 
Joakim Soria, rhp. 

NEW YORK (6) - Jerry Blevins, Ihp; 
Austin Jackson, of; Jose Lobaton, c; 
Devin Mesoraco, c; A.J. Ramos, rhp; Jose 
Reyes, inf. 

PHILADELPHIA (4) - Jose Bautista, of; 
Asdrubal Cabrera, 2b; Aaron Loup, Ihp, 
Wilson Ramos, c. 

PITTSBURGH (2) - Josh Harrison, 2b; 
Jordy Mercer, ss. 

ST. LOUIS (3) - Matt Adams, lb; Bud 
Norris, rhp; Tyson Ross, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (2) - A.J. Ellis, c; Freddy 
Galvis, ss. 

SAN FRANCISCO (4) - Gregor Blanco, 
of; Derek Holland, Ihp; Nick Hundley, c; 
Hunter Pence, of. 

WASHINGTON (8) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; Tim Collins, Ihp; q-Bryce Harper, of; 
Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Kelvin Herrera, 
rhp; Greg Holland, rhp; Mark Reynolds, 
lb; Matt Wieters, c. 


Jason Welborn, 12, for Hurd’s WBA Su¬ 
per World-IBF-IBO super welterweight 
Titles; Luis Ortiz vs. Travis Kauffman, 10, 
heavyweights; Joe Joyce vs. Joe Hanks, 
10, heavyweights; Mark Barriga vs. Car¬ 
los Licona, 12, for the vacant IBF straw- 
weight title; Chris Arreola vs. Maurenzo 
Smith, 10, heavyweights. 

Dec. 8 

At Madison Square Garden Theater, 
New York, Vasyl Lomachenko vs. Jose Pe- 
draza, 12, for Lomachenko’s WBA light¬ 
weight title and Pedraza’s WBO light¬ 
weight title: Isaac Dogboe vs. Emanuel 
Navarrete, 12, for Dogboe’s WBO junior 
featherweight title; Teofimo Lopez vs. 
Mason Menard, 10, lightweights. 

Dec. 14 

At The American Bank Center, Corpus 
Christi, Texas, Gilberto Ramirez vs. Jesse 
Hart, 12, for Ramirez’s WBO super mid¬ 
dleweight title 

Dec. 15 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Rocky Fielding vs. Canelo Alvarez, 12, for 
Fielding’s WBA regular super middle- 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Claimed LHP 
Ian Clarkin off waivers from the Chicago 
Cubs. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Designat¬ 
ed RHP Burch Smith for assignment. 
Claimed RHP Conner Greene off waivers 
from St. Louis. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Claimed IB C.J. 
Cron off waivers from Tampa Bay. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Designated 
INF Ronald Torreyes for assignment. 
Claimed RHP Parker Bridwell off waivers 
from the L.A. Angels. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Named Tim 
Laker hitting coach. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Signed 
OF Rob Refsnyder and SS Kelby Tomlin¬ 
son to minor league contracts. Named 
Darnell Coles hitting coach, Eric Hinske 
assistant hitting coach and Dan Butler 
bullpen catcher. 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Agreed to terms 
with C Brian McCann and 3B Josh Don¬ 
aldson on one-year contracts. Desig¬ 
nated LHPs Ricardo Sanchez and Adam 
McCreery for assignment. 

NEW YORK METS - Claimed OF/IB Jor¬ 
dan Patterson off waivers from Colorado. 
Named Jim Riggleman bench coach. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Named Jacob 
Cruz assistant hitting coach. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS - Recalled 
F Kenrich Williams from Westchester 
(NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — Suspended Jacksonville RB 
Leonard Fournette one game for un¬ 
sportsmanlike conduct and unnecessary 
roughness during a Nov. 25 game at Buf¬ 
falo. 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Placed LB Josh 
Bynes and PK Phil Dawson on injured re¬ 
serve. Released CB Bene Benwikere and 
OL Andre Smith. Signed PK Zane Gonza¬ 
lez from the practice squad. Claimed TE 
Darrell Daniels off waivers from Seattle. 

DETROIT LIONS - Placed WR Marvin 
Jones on injured reserve. Signed LB Nich¬ 
olas Grigsby from the practice squad and 
DE Eric Lee to the practice squad. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Placed TE 
Jack Doyle on injured reserve. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Fired of¬ 
fensive coordinator Nathaniel Hackett. 
Promoted quarterbacks coach Scott Mi- 
lanovich to offensive coordinator. 

LOS ANGELES RAMS - Activated CB 
Aqib Talib from injured reserve. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Released 
OL Matt Tobin. Activated RB Rex Burk- 
head from injured reserve. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Waived WR 
Johnny Holton. Released CB Arrion 
Springs from the practice squad. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Waived S 
Godwin Igwebuike. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recalled G Angus 
Redmond from Reading (ECHL) to San 
Diego (AHL). 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Recalled F Ma¬ 
rio Kempe from Tucson (AHL). 

COLUMBUS CREW - Recalled Fs Sam 
Vigneault and Kole Sherwood from Jack¬ 
sonville (ECHL) to Cleveland (AHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Recalled F 
Sheldon Rempal from Ontario (AHL). 

MONTREAL CANADIENS - Waived D 
Karl AIzner. 

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS - Fired gen¬ 
eral manager Ron Hextall. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

COLUMBUS CREW - Exercised 2019 
options on Gs Jon Kempin and Ben Lun- 
gaard, Ms Luis Argudo and Niko Hansen 
and Ds Alex Crognale, Connor Maloney, 
Gaston Sauro and Josh Williams. Agreed 
to terms with D Lalas Abubakar. 

FC DALLAS — Exercised 2019 options 
on Ms Jacori Hayes, Ryan Hollingshead 
and Victor Ulloa and G Kyle Zobeck. 

LA GALAXY — Exercised 2019 options 
on M Sebastian Lletget, D Daniel Steres, 
M Bradford Jamieson IV and G Justin 
Vom Steeg. 

SPORTING KANSAS CITY - Signed D 
Seth Sinovic to a one-year contract. 

COLLEGE 

MICHIGAN — Junior DE Rashan Gary 
announced he is entering the NFL Draft. 


weight title; David Lemieux vs. Tureano 
Johnson, 12, middleweights; Tevin Farm¬ 
er vs. Francisco Fonseca, 12, for Farmer’s 
IBF junior lightweight title: Sadam AM vs. 
Mauricio Herrera, 10, welterweights. 

Dec. 22 

At Manchester (England) Arena, Josh 
Warrington vs. Carl Frampton, 12, for 
Warrington’s IBF featherweight title; 
Liam Williams vs. Mark Heffron, 12, 
middleweights: Nathan Gorman vs Alex 
Leapai, 10, heavyweights. 

At 02 Arena, London, Dillian Whyte vs. 
Derek Chisora, 12, heavyweights; Cris- 
tofer Rosales vs. Charlie Edwards, 12, for 
Rosales’ WBC flyweight title; Ryan Walsh 
vs. Reece Bellotti, 12, for Walsh’s BBBofC 
British featherweight title. 

At Barclays Center, New York, Jer- 
mall Charlo vs. Willie Monroe Jr., 12, for 
Charlo’s WBC interim middleweight title; 
Jermell Charlo vs. Tony Harrison, 12, for 
Charlo’s WBC junior middleweight title; 
Dominic Breazeale vs. Carlos Negron, 10, 
heavyweights. 


Schedule 

Thursday, Nov. 29 
SOUTH 

Charleston Southern at The Citadel 

Friday, Nov. 30 
MIDWEST 

MAC Championship: Buffalo (10-2) vs. 
N. Illinois (7-5) at Detroit 

Pac-12 Championship: Utah (9-3) vs. 
Washington (9-3) at Santa Clara, Calif. 

Saturday, Dec. 1 
SOUTH 

Louisiana-Lafayette (7-6) at Appala¬ 
chian St. (9-2) 

East Carolina (3-8) at NC State (8-3) 
Akron (4-7) at South Carolina (6-5) 
Marshall (8-3) at Virginia Tech (5-6) 
C-USA Championship: UAB (9-3) at 
Middle Tennessee (8-4) 

Norfolk St. (4-6) at Liberty (5-6) 

AAC Championship: Memphis (8-4) at 
UCF(ll-O) 

SEC Championship: Georgia (11-1) vs. 
Alabama (12-0) at Atlanta 

SWAC Championship: Southern U. (7- 
3) at Alcorn St. (8-3) 

ACC Championship: Pittsburgh (7-5) 
vs. Clemson (12-0) at Charlotte, N.C. 
MIDWEST 

Drake (7-3) at Iowa St. (7-4) 

Big Ten championship: Northwestern 
(8-4) vs. Ohio St. (11-1) at Indianapolis 

SOUTHWEST 

Big 12 Championship: Texas (9-3) vs. 
Oklahoma (11-1) at Arlington, Texas 

FAR WEST 

MWC Championship: Fresno St. (10-2) 
at Boise St. (10-2) 

Stanford (7-4) at California (7-4) 

FCS playoffs 

Second Round 
Saturday, Dec. 1 

Jacksonville St. (9-3) at Maine (8-3) 
James Madison (9-3) at Colgate (9-1) 
Wofford (9-3) at Kennesaw St. (10-1) 
Montana St. (8-4) at N. Dakota St. (11-0) 
Duquesne (9-3) at S. Dakota St. (8-2) 
SE Missouri St. (9-3) at Weber St. (9-2) 


NCAA Division II playoffs 

Quarterfinals 
Saturday, Dec. 1 

Slippery Rock (11-2) at Notre Dame 
(Ohio) (12-0) 

Tarleton State (12-0) at Minnesota- 
Mankato (12-0) 

Lenoir-Rhyne (12-1) at Valdosta State 
( 11 - 0 ) 

Ferris State (13-0) at Ouachita Baptist 
(12-0) 

NCAA Division III playoffs 

Quarterfinals 
Saturday, Dec. 1 

Muhlenberg (11-1) at Mount Union (12-0) 

RPI (10-1) at Johns Hopkins (11-1) 

St. John’s (Minn.) (12-0) at Mary Har- 
din-Baylor (12-0) 

Bethel (Minn.) (11-1) at Wisconsin- 
Whitewater (11-0) 

NAIA playoffs 

Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 1 

Saint Francis (Ind.) (10-2) at Morning- 
side (Iowa) (13-0) 

Benedictine (Kan.) (12-1) at Kansas 
Wesleyan (13-0) 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 15 
At Municipal Stadium 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Semifinal winners 


AP sportlight 


Nov. 28 

1929 — Ernie Nevers rushes for six 
touchdowns and kicks four PATs to score 
all his team’s points, an NFL record, in 
the Chicago Cardinals’ 40-6 rout of the 
Chicago Bears. 

1969 — The New York Knicks beat the 
Cincinnati Royals 106-105 at Cleveland to 
set an NBA record with 18 consecutive 
victories. 

1981 — Alabama’s Paul “Bear” Bryant 
becomes the winningest coach in college 
football history when the Crimson Tide 
beat Auburn 28-17 in the Iron Bowl. It’s 
Bryant’s 315th career victory, surpassing 
Amos Alonzo Stagg for most wins. 

1982 — The United States, led by John 
McEnroe, beats France 4-1 to win the 
best-of-five Davis Cup championship. 

1986 - The Celtics beat San Anto¬ 
nio 111-96 at Boston Garden to set an 
NBA record with their 38th consecutive 
homecourt victory. 

1992 — Bobby Bowden becomes the 
first major college coach to win 10 games 
in six straight seasons as Florida State 
beats Florida 45-24 to finish the regular 
season at 10-1. 

2004 — Cincinnati and Cleveland play 
the most remarkable game in their intra¬ 
state rivalry, a wacky 58-48 victory by the 
Bengals that is the second-highest scor¬ 
ing game in NFL history. 

2010 — Roger Federer wins his fifth 
season-ending title by beating top- 
ranked Rafael Nadal 6-3, 3-6, 6-1 at the 
ATP World Tour Finals. 

2014 — Brandon Doughty throws a 
Conference USA-record eight touchdown 
passes, the last in overtime to Jared 
Dangerfield followed by a two-point con¬ 
version pass to Willie McNeal that lifts 
Western Kentucky over No. 19 Marshall 
67-66. 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Nov. 25, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. Gonzaga (32) 6-0 1590 3 

2. Kansas (31) 5-0 1584 2 

3. Duke (1) 5-1 1486 1 

4. Virginia (1) 6-0 1396 4 

5. Nevada 6-0 1329 6 

6. Tennessee 4-1 1284 5 

7. Michigan 6-0 1213 9 

8. Auburn 5-1 1129 8 

9. Michigan St. 5-1 1111 11 

10. Kentucky 5-1 1022 10 

11. North Carolina 6-1 943 7 

12. Kansas St. 6-0 936 12 

13. Virginia Tech 5-0 921 13 

14. Iowa 5-0 599 20 

15. Florida St. 5-1 581 14 

16. Ohio St. 6-0 511 23 

17. Texas 5-1 486 - 

18. Oregon 4-1 439 21 

19. Purdue 5-1 387 24 

20. Texas Tech 6-0 380 - 

21. Buffalo 5-0 351 22 

22. Wisconsin 5-1 253 25 

23. Villanova 5-2 217 - 

24. Maryland 6-0 170 - 

25. Mississippi St. 4-1 161 15 

Others receiving votes: Arizona St. 

156, Clemson 135, Furman 72, Creighton 
65, LSU 41, Indiana 35, UCLA 30, Iowa St. 
22, St. John’s 19, Minnesota 17, Miami 10, 
Syracuse 8, TCU 8, Arkansas 6, Nebraska 
6, Notre Dame 4, UConn 4, Florida 3, UCF 
3, Davidson 1, Houston 1. 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Boston College 68, Minnesota 56 
Delaware 75,'Louisiana Tech 71 
William Paterson 71, Baruch 55 

SOUTH 

Alabama 78, Murray St. 72 
Appalachian St. 91, Winston-Salem 64 
Bethune-Cookman 84, Stetson 74 
Christian Brothers 90, Harding 74 
King (Tenn.) 72, Lee 58 
Mississippi St. 88, Alcorn St. 65 
Nebraska 68, Clemson 66 
Radford 102, Glenville St. 69 
SE Louisiana 86, Louisiana College 71 
St. Andrews 85, Fisk 79 
Wofford 81, South Carolina 61 
MIDWEST 
Iowa St. 82, Omaha 55 
Mount Mercy 115, Culver-Stockton 91 
William Penn 84, Grand View 68 
SOUTHWEST 
TCU 87, E. Michigan 66 
Texas Rio Grande Valley 68, Texas 
A&M-CC 59 

UTSA 86, Houston Baptist 82 

FAR WEST 

California 78, Santa Clara 66 
Gonzaga 102, N. Dakota St. 60 
Pepperdine 97, Idaho St. 82 
Texas Southern 89, Oregon 84 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Nov. 25, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Notre Dame (31) 6-0 775 1 

2. UConn 5-0 735 2 

3. Oregon 6-0 705 3 

4. Baylor 6-0 674 4 

5. Louisville ■ ‘ 


8. Stanford 6-0 567 8 

9. Oregon St. 5-1 523 9 

10. Texas 6-0 494 10 

11. Tennessee 5-0 476 11 

12. Syracuse 6-1 422 14 

13. NC State 6-0 410 15 

14. Iowa 5-1 323 12 

15. California 6-0 287 18 

16. DePaul 3-2 285 16 

17. Texas A&M 4-1 221 20 

18. South Carolina 3-3 212 13 

19. Arizona St. 3-2 178 19 

20. Minnesota 5-0 170 23 

21. Miami 6-1 148 24 

22. Marquette 4-1 137 22 

23. Iowa St. 5-0 93 - 

24. Drake 6-1 73 - 

25. Kentucky 7-0 68 - 

Others receiving votes: West Virginia 

59, Northwestern 59, Missouri 59, Geor¬ 
gia 18, South Florida 17, Virginia Tech 
13, Michigan 10, Utah 6, North Carolina 


Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Hamilton 59, Utica 43 
Scranton 63, DeSales 58 

SOUTH 

Austin Peay 52, N. Kentucky 48 
Barton 62, Chowan 54 
CCSU 60, Morgan St. 36 
Davidson 71, High Point 62 
Gardner-Webb 82, Pfeiffer 46 
Louisville 95, Miami (Ohio) 73 
Martin Methodist 58, Hiwassee 48 
Morehead St. 119, Kentucky Christian 28 
South Alabama 81, ETSU 74 
MIDWEST 

Culver-Stockton 73, Mount Mercy 58 
DePaul 124, Savannah St. 61 
Loyola of Chicago 76, Chicago St. 40 
Minn. St. (Mankato) 98, Bethany Lu¬ 
theran 46 

Toledo 63, Valparaiso 59 
William Penn 59, Grand View 41 
Wis.-Superior58, Bemidji St. 50 

SOUTHWEST 

Texas St. 60, Texas A&M-CC 53 

FAR WEST 

New Mexico St. 101, N. New Mexico 51 
Utah 89, Seattle 62 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


ND’s faith 
in Kelly 
paying off 

By Joe Reedy 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Two years 
ago, Notre Dame left the LA 
Memorial Coliseum with its pro¬ 
gram at a crossroads following 
a 4-8 season. Even though most 
thought coach Brian Kelly was on 
the hot seat, athletic director Jack 
Swarbrick had confidence that 
Kelly could turn things around. 

Swarbrick’s confidence was re¬ 
warded on that same field on Sat¬ 
urday. The third-ranked Fighting 
Irish wrapped up an unbeaten 
regular season with a 24-17 vic¬ 
tory over use and all but assured 
themselves a spot in the College 
Football Playoff 

“It’s that 24-month cycle. From 
everyone in that room saying we 
were going to get it fixed to it hap¬ 
pening. It feels good,” Swarbrick 
said outside the locker room after 
the game. 

It is the third time in program 
history Notre Dame has been 12- 
0, joining the 1988 national cham¬ 
pionship team and 2012 squad 
that made it to the Bowl Champi¬ 
onship Series final before losing 
to Alabama. 

While many were clamoring 
for Kelly’s ouster two years ago, 
Swarbrick said that midseason 
there wasn’t going to be a change. 
What both did do at the end of the 
season was examine everything 
about the program, from coaches 
to practice methods to nutrition. 

Kelly hired new coordinators 
for offense, defense and special 
teams as well as a new strength 
coach. The result has been 22 vic¬ 
tories in the past 25 games. 

“We made changes, but we still 
had a core and a foundation,” 
Kelly said. “It still had to do with 
player development. We got our 
players to play at a higher level 
with better execution. Behind the 
scenes we did make some tweaks, 
but we won on the backs of play¬ 
ers making plays.” 

Senior linebacker Drue Tran- 
quill said it was a special moment 
for the upperclassmen who were 
able to turn things around after 
the disappointment of two years 
ago. 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 


Notre Dame coach Brian Kelly gestures to officials on Saturday 
against USC in Los Angeles. The Irish are 12-0 under Kelly. 


“I came to Notre Dame for 
the tradition of excellence, the 
tradition of football, and for a 
while there, we weren’t building 
that tradition,” Tranquill said. 
“We weren’t keeping that legacy 
going. We stared ourselves in the 
mirror two years ago and made a 
choice and said, ‘We’re going to 
decide where this ship goes.’ And 
I’m just so proud of all the guys in 
the locker room. It’s just a special 
moment, man.” 

Notre Dame started last season 
8-1 and was in the playoff conver¬ 
sation before dropping two of its 
last three. It went into the offsea¬ 
son with some momentum after a 
21-17 victory over LSU in the Cit¬ 
rus Bowl, which included quar¬ 
terback Ian Book coming off the 
bench to rally the Fighting Irish. 

Swarbrick said last season’s start 
as well as the Citrus Bowl victory 
helped serve as the springboard to 
this year. He also said this is the 
first season he can remember in 
his 11 years that a player hasn’t 
been on academic probation or 
subject to off-field disciphne. 

“There is a consistency and 
culture that is self-sustaining. 
This is the best foundation we’ve 
had since I’ve been here,” he 
said. “Brian is as comfortable 
in his own skin as someone who 
I have been around. He is really 
balanced. We all have highs and 
lows but he is deliberate, sets a 
path and follows it.” 

Kelly — who led the Irish to a 
12-0 regular season in 2012 — put 
himself in the pantheon of elite 
Notre Dame coaches with Satur¬ 


day’s win. He is the first coach to 
go undefeated and untied twice 
since Frank Leahy and the first 
to go undefeated twice since Ara 
Parseghian. 

Swarbrick also noted that Kelly 
has already accomplished some¬ 
thing that Leahy, Parseghian, 
Knute Rockne or Lou Holtz didn’t 
do — coach the program at 60. 

Kelly wasn’t ready to be philo¬ 
sophical following his third un¬ 
defeated season as a head coach, 
but he did acknowledge that this 
one was more difficult than it was 
in 2012 and 2009 at Cincinnati. 
Kelly led the Bearcats to a 12-0 
regular season but accepted the 
Notre Dame job before the Sugar 
Bowl. 

“They’re all difficult because 
you deal with distractions. There 
is so much in social media and so 
much that can distract you from 
the process on a day-to-day basis. 
It just makes it hard,” Kelly said. 
“Our kids did a great job of stick¬ 
ing with it and not getting outside 
of that. This was the hardest of 
the three.” 

Notre Dame was going to watch 
the rankings show on Tuesday 
and then Sunday’s bowl selec¬ 
tions. With four wins over Top 25 
teams, the Fighting Irish could 
face Clemson in the Orange Bowl 
on Dec. 29 if current form holds. 

“To win every week with the 
schedule we play. We’re in LA 
this week. I think. We’re like a 
Broadway show. Coming to a city 
near you. New York, San Diego. 
With some rest and a neutral site, 
we’ll be even better,” he said. 


UNC hires Brown 
for second stint 


By Aaron Beard 

Associated Press 

Mack Brown is North Caroli¬ 
na’s new football coach in a sec¬ 
ond stint with the Tar Heels. 

The school officially announced 
the move in a news release Tues¬ 
day morning. Financial and 
contract terms were not immedi¬ 
ately available, though the school 
scheduled a news conference for 
later Tuesday with Brown, ath¬ 
letic director Bubba Cunningham 
and Chancellor Carol Folt. 

Brown replaces Larry Fedora, 
who was fired Sunday after seven 
seasons. 

The 67-year-old Brown coached 
the Tar Heels from 1988-97, with 
his last two teams finishing in the 
top 10 nationally. He went on to 
spend 16 seasons at Texas, where 
he won the national champion¬ 
ship for 2005. 

Brown left Texas in 2013 and 
has been working in broadcasting 
in recent years. 

And as with his first stint in 
Chapel Hill, Brown faces signifi¬ 
cant hurdles as he takes the job. 

The Tar Heels are in the midst 
of a deep two-year downturn. Fe¬ 
dora matched a program record 
with 11 wins and won an Atlantic 
Coast Conference division cham¬ 
pionship in 2015, but the Tar 
Heels have lost 21 of 27 games 

— including 16 of 18 in the ACC 

— since November 2016. 

Recruiting has also slid along 

with fan attendance at Kenan 
Stadium. The Tar Heels rank 
66th nationally and 13th in the 
14-team ACC with their com¬ 
mitments for the 2019 recruit¬ 
ing class, according to 247sports. 
UNC hadn’t ranked worse than 
32nd nationally or fifth in the 
ACC from 2013-18. 

But Brown turned things around 
once before with the Tar Heels, 
who hope he can do it again. 

He started 1-10 in each of his 
first two seasons, but steadily 
built up the program through 
strong recruiting, particularly 
with instate prospects. The Tar 
Heels won 10 games in 1993, then 
went 10-2 and finished No. 10 in 
the AP poll in 1996. 



Jack Plunkett/AP 


North Carolina announced 
Tuesday that it has hired Mack 
Brown for a second stint 
coaching its football team. 

Brown last led the Tar Heels 
from 1988-97. 

His 1997 team finished 11-1 

— the only loss coming to Florida 
State at the peak of the Seminoles’ 
romp through that decade — and 
No. 6 in the final AP poll. 

But by that point. Brown was 
gone. He left after the regular- 
season finale against Duke to 
take over at Texas and missed a 
42-3 win against Virginia Tech in 
the Gator Bowl. 

Once at Texas, Brown coached 
a Heisman Trophy winner in 
Ricky Williams, then another 
Heisman finalist — Vince Young 

— led the Longhorns to a 13-0 
season in 2005 that ended with a 
win against USC in a Rose Bowl 
classic for the national title. 

Texas played for another cham¬ 
pionship in the 2009 season behind 
quarterback Colt McCoy, but lost 
to Alabama to finish 13-1. Brown’s 
final four teams went a combined 
30-21 before his exit in 2013. 

While Brown would inherit a 
UNC program in desperate need 
of a turnaround, there is at least 
one bit of good news for him: the 
school has been finishing con¬ 
struction on a new indoor football 
practice facility with adjoining 
outdoor fields — a complex that 
was supposed to open this season 
but hit delays — as part of a $115 
million athletics facility project. 


INTRODUCING 


The All-New 
2019 Ranger 






Reborn and ready 
for adventure 
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NBA 


Roundup 


Scoreboard 


Wizards negate 
54 from Harden 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Even the 
Wizards seemed surprised by the 
way they won. 

Bradley Beal said he couldn’t 
have imagined allowing the op¬ 
posing starting guards to com¬ 
bine for 90 points and still get a 
victory. 

“No sir. Absolutely not. No sir,” 
Beal said. “Not at all. It’s amazing 
we pulled it off still.” 

John Wall scored a season-high 
36 points, including six in over¬ 
time, and Washington overcame 
James Harden’s season-best 54 
points to outlast the Houston Rock¬ 
ets 135-131 on Monday night. 

Harden, the NBA’s leading 
scorer, also had 13 assists, while 
Eric Gordon added a season-high 
36 points. 

Wall had two baskets in the 
extra period and finished with 
11 assists. Beal equaled his sea¬ 
son high with 32 points for the 
Wizards. 

Otto Porter hit a runner with 
4:37 to play for the first basket 
in overtime and the Wizards re¬ 
mained ahead from there. Wall 
followed with a jumper to make 
it 129-125 and later made another 
jumper that pushed the lead to 
five. Beal’s dunk extended it to 
133-126 with 1:50 to play. 

Harden had 44 points through 
three quarters but missed five of 
his seven shots in the fourth. In 
overtime. Harden whose career 
high is 60, was l-for-2 from the 
field and had two free throws. He 
had 11 turnovers, three in over¬ 
time, and 13 assists. 

“It’s not even about myself,” 
Harden said. “It’s about our en¬ 
tire team. We had a really good 
start to the game and kind of let 
our guard down.” 

Harden scored 12 points in the 
first quarter, 11 in the second and 
21 points in the third quarter. In 
the fourth, he began the quarter 
on the bench, and scored six as 
the Wizards and Rockets headed 
to overtime with the score knot¬ 
ted at 125. 

Houston raced to a 27-10 lead, 
but Washington clawed its way 
back. Markieff Morris had 22 
points and 10 rebounds for the 
Wizards. 

Clint Capela had 17 points and 
14 points for the short-handed 
Rockets, who played without 
Chris Paul for the second straight 
game and fell to 9-10. 

Warriors 116, Magic 110: 
Kevin Durant scored a season- 
high 49 points, giving his team 
the lead on a three-point play with 
1:19 left before hitting a three- 
pointer with 22 seconds remain¬ 
ing to send host Golden State past 
Orlando. 

Durant topped his 44-point 
performance two nights earlier 
with another brilliant outing on 
both ends — and Klay Thomp¬ 


son was his scoring sidekick once 
more as the two-time defending 
NBA champions played without 
injured All-Stars Stephen Curry 
and Draymond Green. 

Celtics 124, Pelicans 107: 
Kyrie Irving closed out a 26- 
point, 10-assist performance with 
a three-pointer and a tough base¬ 
line fade over Anthony Davis, and 
Boston pulled away late for a vic¬ 
tory over host New Orleans. 

Jayson Tatum, who scored 20, 
threw down a right-handed dunk 
while being fouled by Davis with 
2:26 left, at which point Pelicans 
coach Alvin Gentry began sub¬ 
bing out starters and fans started 
filing out, resigned to just New 
Orleans’ second loss in 10 home 
games this season. 

Hornets 110, Bucks 107: 
Kemba Walker and Jeremy Lamb 
each had 21 points, and host Char¬ 
lotte held on to beat Milwaukee 
after nearly squandering a 25- 
point, third-quarter lead. 

Marvin Williams added 16 
points and eight rebounds, and 
Tony Parker had 15 points off 
the bench for the Hornets, who 
bounced back from a loss at At¬ 
lanta on Sunday night and ended 
a two-game skid. 

Pacers 121, Jazz 88: Doug 
McDermott scored a season-high 
21 points and Indiana rolled to 
an easy victory without leading 
scorer Victor Oladipo, beating 
host Utah. 

Myles Turner set the tone 
with 16 points, all in the first 
three quarters, and seven Pacers 
reached double figures. Tyreke 
Evans scored 14 points and Cory 
Joseph and Domantas Sabonis 
each had 13. 

Spurs 108, Bulls 107: LaMar- 
cus Aldridge scored 11 of his 20 
points in the fourth quarter, and 
San Antonio held off Chicago. 

DeMar DeRozan had 21 points 
and Patty Mills finished with 17 
as San Antonio improved to 2-1 
on a four-game trip. Bryn Forbes 
made three of the Spurs’ 10 three- 
pointers on his way to 13 points. 

Chicago had two chances to go 
in front in the final seconds and 
came up empty each time. Zach 
LaVine was short on a three- 
point try from the top of the key, 
and Ryan Arcidiacono missed a 
jumper as time expired. 

Timberwolves 102, Cavaliers 
95: Robert Covington scored 
24 points, Karl-Anthony Towns 
added 21 and Minnesota beat 
Cleveland. 

Minnesota is 6-2 since trading 
disgruntled star Jimmy Butler to 
Philadelphia two weeks ago and 
10-11 overall. The latest win was 
its second in 10 road games this 
season. 

Derrick Rose came off the 
bench to score 10 of his 12 points 
in the fourth quarter. 


Eastern Conference 


Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Charlotte 

Orlando 

Washington 

Miami 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


Atlantic Division 

W L Pet 

17 4 .810 

14 8 .636 

11 10 .524 

8 13 .381 

7 14 .333 

Southeast Division 

10 10 .500 

10 11 .476 

8 12 .400 

7 12 .368 

4 16 .200 

Centrai Division 


12 8 .600 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Memphis 
San Antonio 
Dallas 

New Orleans 

Houston _ 

Northwest Division 

Denver 13 7 

Oklahoma City 12 7 

Portland 


10 .500 
9 .500 

11 .476 
10 .474 


Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 
L.A. Lakers 
Sacramento 
Phoenix 


10 11 
9 12 

Pacific Division 


10 


8 .579 
10 .500 
15 .211 


Sunday’s games 

Orlando 108, L.A. Lakers 104 
Detroit 118, Phoenix 107 
Atlanta 124, Charlotte 123 
New York 103, Memphis 98 
Philadelphia 127, Brooklyn 125 
Toronto 125, Miami 115 
Utah 133, Sacramento 112 
L.A. Clippers 104, Portland 100 
Monday’s games 
Charlotte 110, Milwaukee 107 
Minnesota 102, Cleveland 95 
Washington 135, Houston 131, OT 
Boston 124, New Orleans 107 
San Antonio 108, Chicago 107 
Indiana 121, Utah 88 
Golden State 116, Orlando 110 
Tuesday’s games 
New York at Detroit 
Atlanta at Miami 
Toronto at Memphis 
Indiana at Phoenix 
L.A. Lakers at Denver 

Wednesday’s games 
Atlanta at Charlotte 
New York at Philadelphia 
Utah at Brooklyn 
Chicago at Milwaukee 
Cleveland at Oklahoma City 
Dallas at Houston 
San Antonio at Minnesota 
Washington at New Orleans 
Orlando at Portland 
Phoenix at L.A. Clippers 

Thursday’s games 
Golden State at Toronto 
Indiana at L.A. Lakers 
L.A. Clippers at Sacramento 

Monday 

Warriors 116, Magic 110 

ORLANDO - Simmons 2-6 0-2 6, Gor¬ 
don 0-6 0-0 0, Vucevic 12-215-6 30, Augus¬ 
tin 3-10 2-2 9, Fournier 4-14 0-0 9, Iwundu 

1- 1 0-0 2, Isaac 5-9 2-3 15, Martin 0-0 0-0 0, 
Bamba 4-6 1-1 11, Ross 9-15 6-7 28, Grant 
0-2 0-0 0. Totals 40-90 16-21 110. 

GOLDEN STATE - Iguodala 1-1 0-0 2, 
Durant 16-33 13-13 49, Jones 2-2 0-0 4, 
Cook 3-10 0-0 8, Thompson 11-23 1-2 29, 
Jerebko 1-3 2-2 4, Bell 2-2 0-0 4, Looney 

2- 2 2-2 6, Livingston 0-2 3-4 3, Lee 3-6 0-0 
7. Totals 41-84 21-23 116. 

Orlando 25 39 19 27-110 

Golden State 26 21 32 37-116 

Three-point goals—Orlando 14-30 
(Ross 4-6, Isaac 3-3, Bamba 2-2, Simmons 

2-3, Augustin 1-3, Vucevic 1-4, Fournier 

1- 5, Gordon 0-2, Grant 0-2), Golden State 
13-35 (Thompson 6-12, Durant 4-10, Cook 

2- 6, Lee 1-4, Livingston 0-1, Jerebko 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Orlando 
34 (Vucevic 12), Golden State 46 (Durant, 
Cook, Looney 6). Assists—Orlando 28 
(Augustin 9), Golden State 21 (Durant 9). 
Total Fouls—Orlando 21, Golden State 19. 
A-19,596 (19,596). 

Celtics 124, Pelicans 107 

BOSTON - Tatum 7-14 4-4 20, Morris 8- 
14 0-0 19, Horford 8-15 1-1 20, Irving 10-22 

1- 1 26, Smart 3-8 0-0 8, Hayward 2-5 0-0 5, 
Ojeleye 1-2 0-0 3, Yabusele 0-0 0-0 0, Wil¬ 
liams III 1-1 0-0 2, Baynes 2-4 3-4 7, Rozier 
6-12 0-0 14. Totals 48-97 9-10 124. 

NEW ORLEANS - Johnson 3-6 0-0 7, Da¬ 
vis 8-19 11-12 27, Mirotic 8-15 3-3 25, Holi¬ 
day 4-8 4-4 13, Moore 2-7 0-0 5, Hill 1-2 0-0 
2, Miller 4-110-011, Diallo 0-0 0-0 0, Randle 

3- 8 9-10 15, Frazier 1-1 0-0 2, Clark 0-0 0-0 0, 
Jackson 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 34-77 27-29 107. 

Boston 34 23 32 35-124 

New Orleans 21 27 31 28-107 

Three-point goals—Boston 19-39 (Ir¬ 
ving 5-10, Horford 3-4, Morris 3-7, Tatum 

2- 4, Smart 2-5, Rozier 2-6, Ojeleye 1-1, 
Hayward 1-2), New Orleans 12-32 (Mirot¬ 
ic 6-11, Miller 3-10, Holiday 1-2, Johnson 
1-2, Moore 1-3, Hill 0-1, Randle 0-1, Davis 
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Bos¬ 
ton 42 (Morris 11), New Orleans 40 (Davis 
16). Assists—Boston 27 (Irving 10), New 
Orleans 21 (Holiday 7). Total Fouls—Bos¬ 
ton 25, New Orleans 20. Technicals—Ro¬ 
zier. A-15,189 (16,867). 



Nick Wass/AP 


Wizards guard John Wall dunks in front of Rockets forward Janies 
Ennis III during the first half Monday in Washington. 


Spurs 108, Bulls 107 

SAN ANTONIO - Gay 3-7 0-0 8, Cun¬ 
ningham 1-3 0-0 2, Aldridge 8-12 4-5 20, 
Forbes 5-11 0-0 13, DeRozan 9-18 3-3 21, 
Bertans 1-7 0-0 2, Poeltl 5-5 0-0 10, White 

3- 8 0-0 8, Mills 7-10 1-1 17, Belinelli 3-12 
0-0 7. Totals 45-93 8-9 108. 

CHICAGO - Holiday 6-10 0-0 17, Parker 
7-15 2-3 18, Carter Jr. 4-11 0-0 8, Arcidi¬ 
acono 8-12 2-2 22, LaVine 10-26 5-6 28, 
Hutchison 2-2 0-0 4, Lopez 3-5 0-0 6, Payne 
1-3 0-0 2, Blakeney 1-2 0-0 2, Harrison 0-4 
0-0 0. Totals 42-90 9-11 107. 

San Antonio 27 25 28 28-108 

Chicago 27 23 33 24-107 

Three-point goals—San Antonio 10-30 
(Forbes 3-6, Gay 2-3, White 2-4, Mills 2-4, 
Belinelli 1-7, DeRozan 0-2, Bertans 0-4), 
Chicago 14-33 (Holiday 5-8, Arcidiacono 

4- 6, LaVine 3-8, Parker 2-6, Payne 0-1, Lo¬ 
pez 0-1, Harrison 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—San Antonio 46 (DeRozan, 
Aldridge 8), Chicago 44 (Parker 10). As¬ 
sists—San Antonio 29 (Forbes 6), Chica¬ 
go 23 (LaVine 7). Total Fouls—San Anto¬ 
nio 16, Chicago 12. Technicals—Chicago 
coach Bulls (Defensive three second). 
A-19,006 (20,917). 

Wizards 135, 

Rockets 131 (OT) 

HOUSTON - Tucker 2-7 0-0 5, Ennis III 

4- 9 1-1 10, Capela 8-14 1-2 17, Harden 17- 
32 13-15 54, Gordon 12-23 4-7 36, Chriss 

1- 3 0-0 2, Hartenstein 0-0 0-0 0, Clark 1-3 
0-0 3, Carter-Williams 0-10-0 0, House 1-5 

2- 2 4. Totals 46-97 21-27 131. 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 5-11 3-4 14, 
Oubre Jr. 2-7 0-0 4, Bryant 2-4 0-0 4, Wall 
13-23 8-11 36, Beal 12-18 4-5 32, J.Green 

5- 6 2-3 13, Morris 8-12 3-4 22, Satoransky 
1-2 2-2 4, Rivers 2-5 2-3 6. Totals 50-88 24- 
32 135. 

Houston 42 23 33 27 6-131 

Washington 30 37 27 31 10-135 

Three-point goals—Houston 18-48 
(Gordon 8-16, Harden 7-15, Clark 1-3, Tuck¬ 
er 1-5, Ennis III 1-5, Chriss 0-1, House 0-3), 
Washington 11-29 (Beal 4-8, Morris 3-4, 
Wall 2-5, J.Green 1-2, Porter Jr. 1-4, Rivers 
0-2, Oubre Jr. 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Houston 47 (Capela 14), Wash¬ 
ington 38 (Morris 10). Assists—Houston 
22 (Harden 13), Washington 29 (Wall 11). 
Total Fouls—Houston 31, Washington 29. 
Technicals—Harden, Morris, Washington 
coach Wizards (Delay of game), Oubre 
Jr., Beal. A-16,872 (20,356). 

T-wolves 102, Cavaliers 95 

MINNESOTA - Covington 8-12 4-5 24, 
Gibson 2-6 3-4 7, Towns 9-191-2 21, Teague 

5- 12 3-5 13, Wiggins 4-11 2-2 11, Saric 4-10 
1-19, Dieng 1-2 0-0 2, Jones 1-1 0-0 3, Rose 

6- 13 0-0 12. Totals 40-86 14-19 102. 
CLEVELAND - Osman 3-12 0-0 8, 

Nance Jr. 5-10 2-2 12, Thompson 7-10 2-2 
16, Sexton 5-19 1-1 11, Hood 8-16 2-3 20, 
Zizic 0-1 0-0 0, Harrison 0-1 2-2 2, Clark¬ 
son 1-5 2-2 4, Korver 7-12 2-2 22. Totals 
36-86 13-14 95. 


Minnesota 29 25 21 27-102 

Cleveland 26 21 24 24- 95 

Three-point goals—Minnesota 8-26 
(Covington 4-7, Towns 2-7, Jones 1-1, 
Wiggins 1-4, Teague 0-2, Rose 0-2, Saric 
0-3), Cleveland 10-31 (Korver 6-9, Osman 

2- 6, Hood 2-7, Nance Jr. 0-2, Sexton 0-3, 
Clarkson 0-4). Rebounds—Minnesota 
39 (Towns 10), Cleveland 40 (Thompson 
11). Assists—Minnesota 18 (Teague 6), 
Cleveland 24 (Nance Jr. 7). Total Fouls— 
Minnesota 18, Cleveland 18. Techni¬ 
cals—Minnesota coach Tom Thibodeau, 
Thompson, Osman. A—19,432 (20,562). 

Hornets 110, Bucks 107 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 4-18 3-3 14, 
Antetokounmpo 7-15 5-7 20, Lopez 6-10 2- 
2 15, Bledsoe 6-13 1-117, Brogdon 4-16 2-2 
11, Maker 0-1 0-0 0, Dellavedova 0-1 0-0 
0, Snell 2-2 0-0 5, Brown 1-1 0-1 2, DiVin- 
cenzo 3-3 0-0 8, Connaughton 4-10 4-5 15. 
Totals 37-90 17-21 107. 

CHARLOTTE - Batum 3-4 0-0 7, Wil¬ 
liams 6-11 0-0 16, Zeller 4-5 0-2 8, Walker 

3- 12 13-16 21, Lamb 8-15 3-4 21, Kidd-Gil- 
christ 3-6 0-0 7, Bridges 1-5 3-4 5, Kamin¬ 
sky 1-2 0-0 3, Parker 7-14 0-2 15, Monk 2-7 
2-2 7. Totals 38-81 21-30 110. 

Milwaukee 35 17 28 27-107 

Charlotte 32 33 28 17-110 

Three-point goals—Milwaukee 16-46 
(Bledsoe 4-9, Connaughton 3-7, Middle- 
ton 3-12, DiVincenzo 2-2, Snell 1-1, Ante¬ 
tokounmpo 1-3, Lopez 1-4, Brogdon 1-6, 
Dellavedova 0-1, Maker 0-1), Charlotte 
13-29 (Williams 4-6, Lamb 2-4, Walker 2- 
6, Kidd-Gilchrist 1-1, Batum 1-2, Kaminsky 
1-2, Monk 1-2, Parker 1-3, Bridges 0-3). Re¬ 
bounds—Milwaukee 48 (Antetokounmpo 
13), Charlotte 44 (Lamb, Williams 8). As¬ 
sists—Milwaukee 25 (Antetokounmpo 9), 
Charlotte 21 (Parker 6). Total Fouls—Mil¬ 
waukee 22, Charlotte 22. A-13,805. 

Pacers 121, Jazz 88 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 5-9 3-3 15, 
Young 3-8 0-1 6, Turner 7-8 2-3 16, Colli- 
son 4-6 0-0 8, Evans 5-10 3-4 14, McDer¬ 
mott 8-13 3-3 21, Sabonis 5-10 3-3 13, Leaf 
0-3 0-0 0, Anigbogu 0-0 0-0 0, O’Quinn 0-0 
0-0 0, Sumner 1-1 0-0 3, Joseph 5-8 0-0 13, 
Holiday 6-8 0-0 12. Totals 49-84 14-17 121. 

UTAH - Ingles 4-10 0-0 10, Favors 6-9 
1-2 13, Gobert 6-7 0-0 12, Rubio 2-8 1-1 6, 
O’Neale 3-5 2-2 8, Crowder 2-9 3-6 9, Sefo- 
losha 0-1 0-0 0, Udoh 0-0 0-0 0, Niang 2-4 
0-0 5, Exum 3-11 2-2 9, Neto 3-6 0-0 6, Al¬ 
len 1-4 3-4 5, Burks 2-7 0-0 5. Totals 34-81 
12-17 88. 

Indiana 33 25 31 32-121 

Utah 25 22 23 18- 88 

Three-point goals—Indiana 9-18 (Jo¬ 
seph 3-5, McDermott 2-3, Bogdanovic 2- 
3, Sumner 1-1, Evans 1-2, Leaf 0-1, Young 
0-1, Collison 0-1, Holiday 0-1), Utah 8-31 
(Ingles 2-4, Crowder 2-5, Niang 1-3, Exum 
1-4, Burks 1-4, Rubio 1-4, O’Neale 0-1, Al¬ 
len 0-1, Sefolosha 0-1, Favors 0-2, Neto 
0-2). Rebounds—Indiana 39 (Sabonis 
10), Utah 38 (Favors 8). Assists—Indiana 
33 (Collison 11), Utah 25 (Rubio 8). Total 
Fouls—Indiana 17, Utah 17. Technicals— 
Sefolosha, Ingles. A-18,306 (18,306). 
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Rt: Lakers have given 
McGee a better chance 


FROM BACK PAGE 

gotten a basketball rebirth. 

“I played against him in the 
last two NBA Finals and I wanted 
him on this team because I know 
what he brings,” said James, who 
lobbied the Lakers to get McGee. 
“It’s his energy, his energy level, 
his ability at the rim and his abil¬ 
ity to protect the rim. If you don’t 
have that on your team, you’re 
not going to have much, man. You 
need to have people with a high 
IQ, which he’s got. That’s why I 
wanted JaVale to be part of this.” 

McGee’s numbers are so much 
better this season than they’ve 
been. But he cringes at the notion 
that he’s gotten better. 

What the Lakers have given 
him is a better chance. That’s the 
difference. And he’s certainly one 
of the reasons why they’re off to 
an 11-8 start, winners in seven of 
their last nine games. 

McGee’s per-36-minutes aver¬ 
ages over his career have been 
remarkably similar: Never lower 
than 13.1 points in a full season, 
the m^ority of the time between 
15 and 18 points per 36 minutes of 
play. But the numbers are spiking 
this year because he’s actually 
getting minutes — the Lakers 
are starting him and playing him 
about 25 minutes per night, and 
he’s responding with averages of 
13.2 points, 6.5 rebounds and 2.8 
blocks per game. 

He’s showing everyone else 
what James saw in the NBA Fi¬ 
nals the past two years. 

“He could have said get any¬ 
body,” McGee said. “It’s just a 
reassuring feeling, a confidence- 
builder I guess, knowing that 
you’re going into a situation want¬ 
ed as an option, like you’re really 
wanted. That’s pretty dope.” 

In those 2013-14 and 2014-15 
seasons, when McGee was barely 
playing because of ongoing issues 
related to a stress fracture in his 
left leg, he wondered if his career 
was coming to a premature end. 
His physical game was failing, 
his mental game was in trouble 
as well, and basketball stopped 
seeming fun. 

“Of course, I had all those feel¬ 
ings, all those thoughts,” McGee 


said. “But what overshadowed 
all that was me just not being 
willing to prepare for the worst. 
I’m just going to keep preparing 
for the best. So I just kept work¬ 
ing like I wasn’t hurting, and it 
ended up being dealing with pain 
and the pain going away and then 
realizing the pain isn’t even there 
anymore.” 

His game has taken off since. 

The funny thing about McGee 
is that he came into the NBA with 
the skills that big men now are 
supposed to have — stretch de¬ 
fenses, make shots from the pe¬ 
rimeter, have some guard-esque 
skills. That’s the player he was at 
Nevada before getting picked by 
Washington at the No. 18 spot of 
the 2008 NBA Draft. 

But when he entered the NBA, 
the mandate basically was for a 
7-footer like himself to rebound 
and set screens. In today’s NBA, 
his versatility is almost required 
for a big. The Lakers rave about 
all the things fans notice and a lot 
more about what might not be so 
noticable — like his footwork, his 
speed down the floor, his hands 
and his cutting. 

“He’s been great,” Lakers 
coach Luke Walton said. “He’s 
been professional. He’s taking 
care of himself He’s vocal in the 
locker rooms and the huddles, he’s 
been producing for us, obviously 
his shot-blocking has been a big 
part of us having some success on 
defense. We’re very pleased with 
JaVale.” 

There are goals that McGee 
still has to accomplish in his 
career. 

He wants to be an All-Star. He 
wants to average a double-double. 
He wants to win a blocked-shot 
title. He’s turning 31 in January, 
is in great condition and knows he 
could play several more seasons. 
And as this season goes along, 
McGee knows part of his job will 
be sharing wisdom he’s collected 
in his two championship runs 
with those younger Lakers who 
don’t know what the postseason is 
about yet. 

“We’re having a blast,” McGee 
said. “And when we start figuring 
it out, you’re going to see a team 
that’s having so much fun.” 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 


Lakers center JaVale McGee, top, blocks the shot of Orlando Magic 
forward Wesley Iwundu during a game on Nov. 25 in Los Angeles. 
McGee said he’d like to lead the league in blocks. 



Andy Nelson, The Register-Guard/AP 

Oregon forward Abu Kigab, front, walks off the court with his teammates after Monday’s 89-24 loss to 
Texas Southern in Eugene, Ore. Texas Southern was a 24-point underdog to No. 18 Oregon. 

Top 25 roundup 


Reed, Texas Southern 
shock No. 18 Oregon 


Associated Press 

EUGENE, Ore. — Trayvon Reed picked the right 
night to be perfect. 

Reed scored 23 points and John Jones added 20 
to help Texas Southern shock No. 18 Oregon with an 
89-84 victory Monday night. 

Reed, a 7-foot-2 senior, made all nine of his shots 
and also was 5-for-5 from the foul line for the Tigers 
(2-4), who were 24-point underdogs. 

“Trayvon did an excellent job,” Texas Southern 
coach Johnny Jones said. “It was his best game by 
far all year long. I thought he performed at a really 
good pace on both ends of the floor. 

“Offensively, he was very effective and he played 
with a lot of energy on the defensive end. I thought 
he had them uncomfortable at both.” 

All nine of Reed’s field goals came on dunks as the 
Ducks couldn’t keep him away from the rim. 

“We never got physical with him,” Oregon coach 
Dana Altman said. “He kind of did whatever he 
wanted.” 

It was just the fourth nonconference loss at home 
for the Ducks since Matthew Knight Arena opened 
in 2011. 

Jalyn Patterson had a double-double with 13 
points and 11 assists, and Derrick Bruce added 13 
points for Texas Southern, which scored 57 points in 
the second half. 

Oregon led by 13 points early in the second half 
before the Tigers rallied. Reed’s dunk with 9:59 left 
in the game capped a 23-8 run and gave the Tigers 
a 61-59 advantage. 

Bol Bol, the Ducks’ 7-2 freshman center, had 32 
points and 11 rebounds for his third double-double. 
He hit two free throws with 3:20 left to tie the game 
at 75. 

Reed then scored four straight points to give the 
Tigers a 79-75 advantage with 2:18 left. Will Rich¬ 
ardson hit two free throws 12 seconds later to get 
Oregon back within two. 

Bruce had eight points in the final 1:11 to seal the 
win, including making all six of his free throws in 
the final 43 seconds. 


Payton Pritchard had 14 points, and Will Richard¬ 
son and Victor Bailey Jr. added 13 each for Oregon 
(4-2). 

No. 1 Gonzaga 102, North Dakota State 60: 

Brandon Clarke and Rui Hachimura each scored 18 
points as the host Bulldogs beat the Bison to remain 
undefeated. 

Corey Kispert added 17 points and Zach Nor- 
vell Jr. 15 for Gonzaga (7-0), which reached No. 1 
in The Associated Press Top 25 earlier in the day 
by virtue of beating former No. 1 Duke at the Maui 
Invitational. 

Vinnie Shahid scored 16 points for North Dakota 
State (2-5), which shot just 36 percent in the game. 

Clarke made all nine of his field-goal attempts 
and added eight rebounds and five blocks for Gon¬ 
zaga. Six Zags scored in double figures. 

Gonzaga has beaten four teams from Power Five 
conferences already this season, and came in aver¬ 
aging 97 points per game to 71 for the Bison. 

North Dakota State stayed close early, and led 19- 
18 with just over 10 minutes left in the first half 

No. 25 Mississippi State 88, Alcorn State 65: 
Nick Weatherspoon and Lamar Peters both scored 
17 points, Reggie Perry added 16 points and 11 re¬ 
bounds and the host Bulldogs beat the Braves. 

Mississippi State was efficient on offense, shooting 
33-for-54 (61 percent) from the field. Weatherspoon 
shot 6-for-lO, including 2-for-3 from three-point 
range. Peters was 6-for-9 shooting, including 5-for- 
8 from behind the arc. 

The Bulldogs led by as many as 33 points in the 
second half Quinndary Weatherspoon added 14 
points and Tyson Carter had 10. 

Mississippi State (5-1) was a little careless with 
turnovers in the opening minutes, but recovered to 
push its lead to 44-29 by halftime. The Bulldogs shot 
17-for-25 (68 percent) from the field in the first half, 
including 4-for-6 from three-point range. 

Alcorn State (1-6) was led by Deshaw Andrews, 
who scored 26 points. The Braves shot just 37.3 per¬ 
cent from the field. 
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Washington Capitals right wing Tom Wilson celebrates during the third period Monday after scoring the 
second of his two goals against the Islanders in New York. Wilson also scored during the first period. 

Roundup 


Wilson scores 2 goals 
to lead Caps past Isles 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Tom Wilson had extra time to 
work on his skills while serving a suspension during 
the first 16 games of the season. It’s paid off in a big 
way for the Washington Capitals since his return. 

Wilson scored twice, Braden Holtby stopped 32 
shots and the Capitals beat the New York Islanders 
and former coach Barry Trotz 4-1 Monday night for 
their season-high sixth straight win. 

Wilson has six goals and five assists in eight 
games since joining the lineup, including goals in 
four straight games. 

“I had lots of time, worked on a little bit of every¬ 
thing,” he said. “I just tried to make sure I could 
pick up where we left off last year. We were play¬ 
ing some pretty good hockey at the end of last year, 
some pretty good chemistry going. I just wanted to 
make sure I jumped in and do whatever I can to get 
up to speed.” 

Capitals coach Todd Rierden has noticed the dif¬ 
ference in Wilson’s play. 

“His overall puck handling is at a different level 
than it’s been in the past,” Rierden said. “It comes 
back to him maximizing his opportunity and he’s 
been outstanding for us.” 

Nic Dowd and Alex Ovechkin also scored for 
Washington, which won after giving up the first goal 
for the fifth time during its winning streak that has 
catapulted the defending champions to first place in 
the Metropolitan Division. 

“We’ve had some slow starts recently,” Rierden 
said. “It seems to help engage our group right away 
and raise the desperation and urgency. That’s not a 
real recipe for success but it seems to be working 
right now.” 

Valtteri Filppula scored and Thomas Greiss fin¬ 
ished with 20 saves for the Islanders, who were play¬ 
ing for the fourth time in six days and snapped a 
two-game winning streak. 

Rangers 4, Senators 2: Marc Staal, Lias Anders- 
son, Chris Kreider, and Mika Zibanejad scored, and 
Henrik Lundqvist made 29 saves for New York. 

The Rangers extended their dominance at Madi¬ 
son Square Garden, improving to 8-1-0 at home in 


their last nine games. 

Mark Stone scored twice, Brady Tkachuk had two 
assists and Craig Anderson stopped 29 shots for Ot¬ 
tawa, which fell to 2-8-1 in road games this season. 

Blue Jackets 7, Red Wings 5: Pierre-Luc Du¬ 
bois scored two goals as visiting Columbus raced to 
a three-goal lead in the first period and held on for 
the win. 

Josh Anderson, Artemi Panarin, Markus Nuti- 
vaara, Boone Jenner and Seth Jones also scored for 
Columbus. Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 27 shots for 
the Blue Jackets, who had lost two of three. 

Detroit rallied with three straight goals and pulled 
within one twice in the third period. 

Anthony Mantha had two goals and Dennis 
Cholowski, Mike Green and Gustav Nyquist also 
scored for Detroit. 

Jimmy Howard gave up three goals on 16 shots in 
the first period and was replaced by Jonathan Ber¬ 
nier, who finished with 12 saves. 

Detroit has lost three straight after winning six 
of seven. 

Panthers 4, Devils 3 (OT): Mike Hoffman scored 
1:28 into overtime to lift host Florida. 

With their goalie pulled for an extra skater, the 
Panthers tied it 3-all on Jonathan Huberdeau’s 
100th career goal with 1:29 left in the third period. 
Huberdeau also had two assists. 

Aleksander Barkov added a goal and an assist, 
and Jared McCann also scored for Florida. James 
Reimer stopped 29 shots. 

Jesper Bratt, Blake Coleman and Miles Wood 
scored for the Devils. Keith Kinkaid made 30 saves, 
and Sami Vatanen had two assists. 

Maple Leafs 4, Bruins 2: Mitch Marner had 
three assists and Patrick Marleau added another in 
his 1,600th NHL game to lead host Toronto to the 
win in the 672nd meeting between the two Original 
Six teams in a rivalry that dates to 1924. 

Travis Dermott, Igor Ozhiganov, Josh Leivo and 
Zach Hyman scored for Toronto (17-8-0). 

David Pastrnak, who had a hat trick in a 5-1 win 
over Toronto on Nov. 10, scored twice for Boston 
(13-7-4). 


Scoreboard 


88 64 

67 59 
76 81 

68 80 


84 74 
84 78 
75 76 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts G 

Tampa Bay 24 17 6 1 35 9 

Buffalo 24 16 6 2 34 

Toronto 25 17 8 0 34 

Boston 24 13 7 4 30 

Montreal 24 11 8 5 27 

Detroit 24 10 11 3 23 

Florida 22 9 9 4 22 

Ottawa 24 9 12 3 21 

Metropoiitan Division 
Washington 24 14 7 3 31 

Columbus 24 14 8 2 30 

N.Y. Rangers 25 13 10 2 28 

N.Y. Islanders 23 12 9 2 26 

Carolina 23 11 9 3 25 

Pittsburgh 22 9 8 5 23 

Philadelphia 23 10 11 2 22 

New Jersey 23 9 10 4 22 


Western Conference 

Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Nashville 24 17 6 1 35 81 58 

Minnesota 23 14 7 2 30 75 63 

Colorado 23 13 6 4 30 86 65 

Winnipeg 22 13 7 2 28 74 62 

Dallas 24 12 10 2 26 68 66 

Chicago 24 9 10 5 23 65 82 

St. Louis 22 8 11 3 19 67 73 

Pacific Division 

Calgary 24 14 9 1 29 81 69 

San Jose 24 12 8 4 28 75 74 

Vegas 25 12 12 1 25 69 70 

Anaheim 25 10 10 5 25 56 74 

Vancouver 26 11 13 2 24 77 94 

Edmonton 23 10 11 2 22 64 76 

Arizona 22 9 11 2 20 53 62 

Los Angeles 23 8 14 1 17 51 74 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Calgary 6, Arizona 1 
Tampa Bay 5, New Jersey 2 
Nashville 5, Anaheim 2 
Los Angeles 5, Edmonton 2 
Monday’s games 
Washington 4, N.Y. Islanders 1 
N.Y. Rangers 4, Ottawa 2 
Florida 4, New Jersey 3, OT 
Toronto 4, Boston 2 
Columbus 7, Detroit 5 

Tuesday’s games 
San Jose at Buffalo 
Ottawa at Philadelphia 
Anaheim at Tampa Bay 
Carolina at Montreal 
Pittsburgh at Winnipeg 
Vegas at Chicago 
Colorado at Nashville 
Arizona at Minnesota 
Dallas at Edmonton 
Los Angeles at Vancouver 

Wednesday’s games 
St. Louis at Detroit 
Anaheim at Florida 
San Jose at Toronto 
Dallas at Calgary 
Pittsburgh at Colorado 

Thursday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Boston 
Minnesota at Columbus 
N.Y. Rangers at Ottawa 
Buffalo at Tampa Bay 
Chicago at Winnipeg 
Arizona at Nashville 
Los Angeles at Edmonton 
Vegas at Vancouver 


Monday 

Rangers 4, Senators 2 

Ottawa 1 0 1-2 

N.Y. Rangers 1 0 3-4 

First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Staal 1 
(Fast, Zibanejad), 10:55. 2, Ottawa, Stone 
10 (White, Tkachuk), 13:03. 

Third Period—3, N.Y. Rangers, Anders- 
son 1 (Strome), 3:26.4, N.Y. Rangers, Kre¬ 
ider 13 (Chytil, Hayes), 8:18. 5, Ottawa, 
Stone 11 (Tkachuk, Duchene), 17:17. 6, 
N.Y. Rangers, Zibanejad 8,18:21. 

Shots on Goai-Ottawa 13-9-9-31. N.Y. 
Rangers 13-9-11-33. 

Power-piay opportunities—Ottawa 0 
of 2; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 4. 

Goaiies—Ottawa, Anderson 9-9-3 (32 
shots-29 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 
9-7-2 (31-29). 

A-16,709 (18,006). T-2:36. 


Capitals 4, Islanders 1 

Washington 1 1 2—4 

N.Y. isianders 1 0 0-1 

First Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, Filppula 
7 (Komarov, Pulock), 0:36. 2, Washington, 
Wilson 5 (Bowey, Backstrom), 2:50. 

Second Period—3, Washington, Dowd 
3 (Jaskin, Carlson), 7:58. 

Third Period—4, Washington, Wilson 
6 (Backstrom, Eller), 14:21 (pp). 5, Wash¬ 
ington, Ovechkin 18 (Backstrom, Wilson), 
19:38. 

Shots on Goai-Washington 12-3-9- 
24. N.Y. Islanders 8-10-15-33. 

Power-piay opportunities—Washing¬ 
ton 1 of 2; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 4. 

Goaiies—Washington, Holtby 9-5-2 (33 
shots-32 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Greiss 8- 
4-1 (23-20). 

A-9,072 (15,795). T-2:19. 

Maple Leafs 4, Bruins 2 

Boston 0 2 0—2 

Toronto 1 2 1—4 

First Period—1, Toronto, Dermott 1 
(Marner), 17:44. 

Second Period—2, Boston, Pastrnak 18 
(Krug, Marchand), 3:39 (pp). 3, Toronto, 
Ozhiganov 1 (Gauthier, Marner), 13:06. 4, 
Boston, Pastrnak 19 (Krug, Marchand), 
14:22. 5, Toronto, Leivo 4 (Marleau, En¬ 
nis), 18:38 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Toronto, Hyman 4 (Ta¬ 
vares, Marner), 18:25. 

Shots on Goai—Boston 10-18-12—40. 
Toronto 9-9-13-31. 

Power-piay opportunities—Boston 1 
of 2; Toronto 1 of 1. 

Goaiies—Boston, Halak 8-3-2 (30 

shots-27 saves). Toronto, Andersen 13- 
7-0 (40-38). 

A-19,286 (18,819). T-2:26. 

Panthers 4, Devils 3 (OT) 

New Jersey 0 2 1 0—3 

Fiorida 0 2 1 1-4 

Second Period—1, New Jersey, Wood 2 
(Iakovlev, Vatanen), 1:23. 2, New Jersey, 
Coleman 8, 6:01 (sh). 3, Florida, Barkov 8 
(Dadonov, Huberdeau), 7:31 (pp). 4, Flori¬ 
da, McCann 4 (Weegar), 11:43. 

Third Period—5, New Jersey, Bratt 2 
(Hall, Vatanen), 11:27. 6, Florida, Huber¬ 
deau 5 (Barkov, Dadonov), 18:31. 

Overtime—7, Florida, Hoffman 12 (Ek- 
blad, Huberdeau), 1:28. 

Shots on Goai—New Jersey 13-12-7— 
32. Florida 10-14-9-1-34. 

Power-piay opportunities—New Jer¬ 
sey 0 of 2; Florida 1 of 4. 

Goaiies—New Jersey, Kinkaid 9-5-4 (34 
shots-30 saves). Florida, Reimer 4-5-2 
(32-29). 

A-9,456 (19,250). T-2:44. 

Blue Jackets 7 , Red Wings 5 

Coiumbus 3 2 2—7 

Detroit 0 3 2-S 

First Period—1, Columbus, Dubois 11 
(Atkinson, Panarin), 7:34. 2, Columbus, 
Anderson 11 (Jenner), 9:51. 3, Columbus, 
Panarin 6 (Anderson, Werenski), 16:04 
(pp). 

Second Period—4, Detroit, Nyquist 3 
(DeKeyser, Mantha), 0:44. 5, Columbus, 
Nutivaara 3 (Murray, Hannikainen), 5:02. 
6, Columbus, Jenner 5 (Murray, Foligno), 
6:40. 7, Detroit, Green 2, 8:05. 8, Detroit, 
Cholowski 4 (Nielsen, Vanek), 17:43 (pp). 

Third Period—9, Detroit, Mantha 8 
(Nielsen, Larkin), 0:39. 10, Columbus, 
Dubois 12 (Panarin, Savard), 3:34. 11, De¬ 
troit, Mantha 9 (Cholowski, Daley), 17:48. 
12, Columbus, Jones 3 (Dubois), 18:29. 

Shots on Goai—Columbus 16-7-9—32. 
Detroit 10-14-8-32. 

Power-piay opportunities—Columbus 
1 of 4; Detroit 1 of 3. 

Goaiies—Columbus, Bobrovsky 9-7-0 
(32 shots-27 saves). Detroit, Bernier 3-5-0 
(15-12), Howard 7-6-3 (16-13). 

A-17,510 (20,000). T-2:35. 

Calendar 


Jan. 25 — All-Star Skills Competition, 
San Jose, Calif. 

Jan. 26 — All-Star Game, San Jose, Ca- 



Chris Young, The Canadian Press/AP 


Maple Leafs goaltender Frederik Andersen watches the puck as he 
makes a stop during the third period of Monday’s game against the 
Boston Bruins in Toronto. Andersen made 38 saves. 
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Braves get free agents 
Donaldson, McCann 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 


The Sabres’ Jack Eichel celebrates his game-winning overtime goal against the Penguins 
on Nov. 19. The Sabres are on such a roll, captain Eichel was having difficulty recalling 
the last time they lost. 

Surging Sabres on rebound 


By John Wawrow 

Associated Press 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The Buffalo Sabres 
are on such a roll, captain Jack Eichel was 
having difficulty recalling the last time 
they lost. 

“Um, was it Calgary?” Eichel said Mon¬ 
day, before being reminded the 2-1 overtime 
defeat to the Flames was three losses ago. 

“Yeah, Rangers, in New York,” he said, 
finally recalling a 3-1 loss on Nov. 4 that 
dropped Buffalo’s record to 7-6-2. 

Nine games — and nine wins — later, the 
Sabres are the NHL’s biggest surprise two 
months into the season. 

A year after going 25-45-12 and becom¬ 
ing the league’s first team to finish 31st fol¬ 
lowing the addition of the expansion Vegas 
Golden Knights, the surging Sabres (16-6- 
2) have 34 points and sit one back of league¬ 
leading Tampa Bay and Nashville. 

“Just to think of where we came from a 
year ago, and to be winning games and doing 
this, obviously it’s great,” Eichel said. 

Even Phil Housley could crack a smile 
when asked to reflect on the troubles he and 
his underachieving team endured last sea¬ 
son, his first as coach. 

“I try to tend to forget last year,” he said. 

The Sabres were so bad a year ago, they 
didn’t register their 16th victory until Feb. 
10, and won consecutive games four times, 
including a season-best 3-0 run in late 
January. 

Buffalo’s nine-game streak is the NHL’s 
longest since Columbus won 10 straight in 
March, and it’s one short of matching the 
Sabres’ franchise record set twice and most 
recently when they opened the 2006-07 sea¬ 
son on a 10-0 run. The Sabres would match 
that if they beat San Jose on Tuesday night. 

“Extremely proud of this team,” Sabres 
co-owner Kim Pegula wrote in a text to The 
Associated Press. 

“Everyone is contributing in multiple 
ways, and when that happens anything is 
possible,” she added. “There’s still plenty of 
hockey left to play, but we are encouraged by 
the foundation that is being built and look for¬ 
ward to seeing the development continue.” 

Buffalo’s turnaround is the result of a se¬ 
ries of moves and soul-searching sessions 
that took place over the summer in a bid to 
spur a team that was the worst in the league 
in three of the past five seasons. 

It began with Housley, who took action 
at the end of last season after center Ryan 
O’Reilly went public in saying a losing men¬ 
tality had crept into the locker room. Hou¬ 
sley challenged his leadership group with 
a summer-long series of frank discussions 
that allowed players to air their differences 
and raise concerns. 

“I’ve said it once and I’ll say it again, I 


think the guys made a huge commitment 
in the summer. We talked about change,” 
Housley said. “It started with our leader¬ 
ship group leading in the right way.” 

Forward Kyle Okposo credited everyone 
for buying in. 

“It’s pretty powerful what you can do if 
you get everybody on the same page, and 
people are willing to admit what they have 
to do to be better and then actually do it,” 
Okposo said. “It feels like a team. It’s pretty 
amazing.” 

General manager Jason Botterill followed 
by overhauling the lineup through a series 
of trades that included sending O’Reilly to 
St. Louis. He also acquired Conor Sheary 
from Pittsburgh and Jeff Skinner from 
Carolina, and upgraded his goaltending by 
signing Carter Hutton in free agency. 

Skinner’s 18 goals rank second in the 
league, while Hutton is third with 11 wins. 

And then came the addition of rookie No. 
1 draft pick Rasmus Dahlin, whose effort¬ 
less skating and deft playmaking ability 
have energized what had been a plodding 
group of defensemen. 

Dahlin’s two goals and 13 points are tied 
for second among NHL rookies. And he’s 
part of a defensive group that has already 
contributed 12 goals after managing just 19 
last season. 

The 18-year-old shrugs off the Sabres’ 
hot start. 

“Of course it’s awesome to lead the league, 
but for me, I like to win, and I’m pretty used 
to it,” Dahlin said. “I’m so happy that every¬ 
one is so glad in the locker room.” 

One mqjor change has been the Sabres’ 
performance in close games. Buffalo has a 
league-best 9-0-2 record in games decided 
by one goal, a year after going 11-11-12. The 
Sabres are also 9-6-1 when tied or trailing 
after two periods, a year after going 9-44-7. 

During their nine-game run, the Sabres 
won after trailing six times, including over¬ 
coming a 4-1 deficit in a 5-4 overtime win at 
Pittsburgh on Nov. 19. And the game-win¬ 
ning goals have been scored by nine differ¬ 
ent players. 

Forward Jason Pominville, in his second 
stint with Buffalo, is the lone holdover from 
the 2006-07 team that won 10 in a row. He’s 
suddenly feeling rejuvenated. 

“How can you not? It’s been a lot of fun,” 
said Pominville, who can recall the Sabres 
playing to loud, sold-out home crowds, as 
opposed to a sometimes half-empty build¬ 
ing last year. 

The next step for Buffalo: ending its fran¬ 
chise-worst seven-year playoff drought. 

“It’s nice for the guys that have been here 
for a while to finally see what this city is 
all about when you win,” Pominville said. 
“Hopefully, they can get a chance to see the 
next level of this.” 


By Paul Newberry 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Brian McCann slipped 
on the No. 16 jersey he wore for so many 
years. 

“It feels right,” he said, over and over 
again. 

Looking to improve on their first divi¬ 
sion title in five years, the Atlanta Braves 
agreed to one-year contracts with Mc¬ 
Cann and former AL MVP Josh Donald¬ 
son — a pair of low-risk moves that give 
the team a chance to make another post¬ 
season run while not hindering the long¬ 
term development of all those talented 
young players. 

Donaldson agreed to a $23 million deal, 
the Braves confirmed Monday night. The 
salary matches what the third baseman 
made during a forgettable 2018 season. 

McCann’s $2 million contract reunites 
the team with a catcher who was a seven¬ 
time All-Star from 2005-13. A native of 
suburban Atlanta, he was eager for a 
chance to return home with his wife and 
two children. 

“This is as special 
a day for me as any 
I’ve had in my career,” 
McCann said during 
a hastily called news 
conference at Sun¬ 
Trust Park. “To put 
this uniform back on, 
with the love I have 
for this organization, 
the love I have for ev¬ 
erybody from top to 
McCann bottom, people I’ve 
known since I was 18 
years old, that’s why I’m here.” 

While McCann’s signing is sure to be 
popular with the fan base, the acquisition 
of Donaldson figures to be far more sig¬ 
nificant to the team’s fortunes in 2019. 

The Braves are counting on a return to 
form from the three-time All-Star, who 
turns 32 next month. It was only three 
years ago that he captured the MVP 
award in his first season with Toronto, hit¬ 
ting 41 homers and leading the AL with 
123 RBIs. While he followed up with two 
more 30-plus-homer seasons, a hip injury 
in 2016 and a strained right calf in 2017 
cut into his production. 

This past season, Donaldson was limited 
to 52 games by shoulder inflammation and 
calf issues, hitting .246 with eight homers 
and 23 RBIs. He was dealt to Cleveland by 
the Blue Jays on Aug. 31. 

The short-term deal with the Braves 
gives Donaldson a chance to show he’s 
healthy and back to form, potentially set¬ 
ting up a huge payday in the next free- 
agent market. 

For Atlanta, it provides another much- 
needed slugger in the middle of the order 
to go with Freddie Freeman, especially 
since it’s not known if the team will make 
a serious run at bringing back free-agent 
outfielder Nick Markakis. 

General manager Alex Anthopoulos at¬ 
tended the news conference for McCann 
but did not comment on the signing of 
Donaldson. 

It was left to McCann to inadvertently 
mention the Braves’ other acquisition, 
which the team did not officially announce 
until hours later. 

“I don’t know if I was supposed to say 
that,” McCann said, sounding a bit embar¬ 
rassed. “I just read it on Twitter.” 



Chris O’Meara/AP 


Josh Donaldson agreed to a one-year, 

$23 million contract with the Braves on 
Monday. 

“I don’t even know who that is,” Antho¬ 
poulos quipped. 

Actually, Donaldson and the GM have a 
relationship that goes back to their days in 
Toronto. Anthopoulos served in the same 
post for the Blue Jays until 2015, working 
out the blockbuster trade brought Donald¬ 
son from Oakland. 

A news conference with Donaldson was 
scheduled for Tuesday. The Braves desig¬ 
nated left-handers Adam McCreery and 
Ricardo Sanchez for assignment to make 
room for their new acquisitions on the 40- 
man roster. 

Atlanta’s signing of Donaldson raises 
questions about the future of 24-year-old 
Johan Camargo, who had a breakout sea¬ 
son at third base. He hit .272 with 19 hom¬ 
ers and 76 RBIs before going O-for-15 in 
a Division Series loss to the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. 

Camargo, who has also played shortstop, 
second base and even one game in left field 
during his brief big league career, could 
upgrade the Atlanta bench as a super sub 
— a big priority after the Braves went with 
a playoff roster that included journeymen 
Ryan Flaherty and Lane Adams. Or, if 
there’s an opening in the outfield, Camar¬ 
go could get a shot to play alongside NL 
Rookie of the Year Ronald Acuna Jr. and 
Gold Glover Ender Inciarte. 

McCann, who turns 35 in February, left 
the Braves to sign an $85 million, five- 
year contract with the New York Yankees. 
After the emergence of Gary Sanchez, 
McCann was traded to Houston and 
helped the Astros win their first World 
Series title in 2017. 

But McCann dipped badly this year, 
hitting a career-low .212 with seven hom¬ 
ers and 23 RBIs in 63 games. He missed 
about two months because of arthroscopic 
surgery on his right knee in July. 

While the Braves signed McCann 
mainly for his leadership abilities and 
the chance to work with a young starting 
staff, Anthopoulos said he’s hopeful that 
the catcher will bounce back offensively 
“now that he’s got his knee fixed. The re¬ 
ports on him are very strong. We think his 
upside is great, beyond everything else he 
brings.” 

McCann will share playing time with 
Tyler Flowers in what the Braves hope 
will be another effective duo behind the 
plate, similar to what they had the last two 
seasons with Flowers and Kurt Suzuki. 

Suzuki recently signed a two-year deal 
with NL East rival Washington. 

McCann thanked Charlie Culberson for 
agreeing to give up No. 16, which the util¬ 
ity player wore in 2018 for the Braves. 
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Briefs 

Jags RB Fournette 
suspended 1 game 


Associated Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The 
NFL has suspended Jacksonville 
Jaguars running back Leonard 
Fournette one game without pay 
for leaving the sideline, running 
across the field and throwing 
punches at Buffalo Bills defen¬ 
sive end Shaq Lawson. 

NFL Vice President of Football 
Operations Jon Runyan handed 
down the punishment Monday, 
saying “sportsmanship is the 
cornerstone of the game and the 
league will not tolerate game-re¬ 
lated misconduct that conveys a 
lack of respect for the game itself 
and those involved in it.” 

Runyan sent a letter to Four¬ 
nette detailing his wrongdoing. 

“Video of the incident shows 
that you were not a participant 
in the play and that you ran from 
your sideline to the opposite side 
of the field to insert yourself as an 
active participant in a fight,” Ru¬ 
nyan wrote. 

“Once you entered the fight 
area, you struck a member of the 
opposing team. Your actions ad¬ 
versely reflected on the NFL and 
have no place in the game.” 

Fournette and Lawson were 
ejected in the third quarter of 
Buffalo’s 24-21 victory and con¬ 
tinued jawing at each other as 
they exited the field and entered 
the tunnel to the locker rooms. 

Fournette has three days to ap¬ 
peal the suspension. 

The second-year pro will be eli¬ 
gible to return to the team’s active 
roster next Monday. Jacksonville, 
which has lost seven in a row, 
hosts Indianapolis on Sunday. 

Bengals’ Dalton out for 
year with thumb injury 

CINCINNATI — Andy Dalton 
is out for the rest of the season 
with an injured thumb on his 
passing hand, another significant 
blow to a Bengals team that has 
fallen apart in the past month. 

Dalton reached for a fumbled 
ball and had someone land on his 
right hand during a 35-20 rout by 
the Cleveland Browns on Sunday, 
Cincinnati’s fifth loss in its past 
six games. 

Just like that, a season that 
started with so much promise has 
turned into a nosedive. 

The Bengals put Dalton on in¬ 
jured reserve after he had more 
tests and medical opinions Mon¬ 
day about the best way to get the 
thumb healed. 

Coach Marvin Lewis said 
Dalton’s thumb is expected to be 
healed before the start of offsea¬ 
son workouts. 

Jeff Driskel will start for the 
Bengals the rest of the way, get¬ 
ting his first chance to lead the 
team in his third NFL season. 
The Bengals claimed quarterback 
Tom Savage off waivers from the 


San Francisco 49ers as a backup 
on Monday. 

“The more you get out there and 
the more you play well, the more 
confidence you are going to get in 
yourself and the people around 
you,” Driskel said Monday. 

Chargers’ Gordon week 
to week with MCL sprain 

COSTA MESA, Calif — Los 
Angeles Chargers coach Antho¬ 
ny Lynn received some slightly 
good news Monday when it was 
announced that running back 
Melvin Gordon is week to week 
after he sprained the medial col¬ 
lateral ligament in his right knee 
on Sunday. 

Lynn said that the fourth-year 
running back is “highly doubtful” 
for this week’s key AFC show¬ 
down at Pittsburgh but that he is 
hopeful of returning before the 
end of the regular season. 

“We are taking it week by week. 
You can never count him out since 
he recovers quickly,” Lynn said. 

Austin Ekeler is expected to 
become the lead back if Gordon 
misses any time, with Justin 
Jackson and Detrez Newsome 
also seeing time. 

Ekeler is averaging a league¬ 
leading 7.5 yards per touch. 

In other NFL news: 

■ The Detroit Lions put wide 
receiver Marvin Jones on injured 
reserve Monday after he missed 
the past two games with a knee 
injury. Jones’ absence leaves the 
Detroit receiving corps down an¬ 
other player. The Lions traded 
Golden Tate earlier this season. 

Jones has 35 catches for 508 
yards and five touchdowns this 
season. 

■ Jeff Heuerman’s breakout 
season came to a premature end 
Monday with word that he sus¬ 
tained broken ribs and a bruised 
lung on Sunday. 

Heuerman is the third tight end 
the Broncos have lost this season. 
Jake Butt (knee) was injured in 
a special teams practice in Sep¬ 
tember and rookie Troy Fuma- 
galli has missed all season with a 
sports hernia. 

“Heuerman’s a big loss,” coach 
Vance Joseph said. “We’ve lost 
three guys in that room so far 
with Butt and Fumagalli and now 
Jeff He was having a great year. 
He’s a great leader for that room. 
So, he’ll be missed.” 

■ Cornerback Aqib Talib is 
eligible to return from injured re¬ 
serve this week for the Los Ange¬ 
les Rams’ game at Detroit. 

The Rams designated Talib to 
return Monday as they returned 
to work after their bye week. 

Talib injured his ankle during 
the third game of his first sea¬ 
son with the Rams (10-1), and 
the five-time Pro Bowl selection 
hasn’t played since. 



Nick Wass/AP 


Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson scores a touchdown in front of Raiders linebacker Jason Cabinda on 
Sunday in Baltimore. The rookie ran for one touchdown and passed for one in a 34-17 win. 


Flacco or Jackson? Ravens 
face tough decision on QB 


By David Ginsburg 
Associated Press 

OWINGS MILLS, Md. — The effective play of 
rookie Lamar Jackson as a starting quarterback has 
left Baltimore Ravens coach John Harbaugh with a 
decision to make if veteran Joe Flacco returns this 
week from a right hip injury. 

Does Flacco get back the starting job Sunday 
against the Atlanta Falcons? Or does Harbaugh 
stick with the hot hand in Jackson, who guided Bal¬ 
timore (6-5) past Cincinnati and Oakland in his first 
two NFL starts? 

Flacco was examined by a doctor on Monday, 
Harbaugh said. If the 11-year veteran is cleared to 
return, he will likely practice Wednesday for the 
first time since the injury 
occurred on Nov. 4 in a 
loss to Pittsburgh. 

“The biggest criteria is 
the protection of the hip,” 
Harbaugh said. “There’s 
no big tear in there that 
I’m aware of The hip has 
to be strong and not agitat¬ 
ed for Joe to really protect 
himself That’s the con¬ 
cern, Joe’s safety.” 

Once Flacco returns, 
the clock begins ticking 
for Harbaugh to decide 
between the pocket passer 
he’s guided since 2008, 
or the rookie who’s been 
RlideTscoaTh slashing and darting all 
over the field for an of¬ 
fense that’s surpassed 400 
yards in each of the past two weeks. 

“I feel very, very confident that I have a good 
handle on what we need to do when the time comes, 
which is not here yet,” Harbaugh said. “I don’t think 
you start making these decisions until you get to 
the bridge. We’ll cross that bridge when we get to 
it. I’ll be ready to make that decision when the time 
comes.” 

When the Ravens selected Jackson with the 32nd 


When you 
can establish 
the inside run, 
the perimeter 
offense, all 
the bells 
and whistles 
with Jackson, 
they’re very 
hard to 
defend. ^ 

Jon Gruden ' 


overall pick in the NFL Draft, Harbaugh vehemently 
asserted that the Louisville star and 2016 Heisman 
Trophy winner would sit behind Flacco on the depth 
chart. The 33-year-old Flacco started the first nine 
games, throwing for 2,465 yards and 12 touchdowns 
with six interceptions, but Baltimore dropped three 
straight on the back end of that stretch and was in 
danger of dropping out of the playoff hunt. 

Jackson had been used periodically before taking 
over for the injured Flacco on Nov. 18 against the 
Bengals. The rookie ran for 117 yards in a 24-21 vic¬ 
tory, and built on that performance Sunday by run¬ 
ning for a score and passing for a touchdown in a 
34-17 rout of the Raiders. 

With an assist from rookie running back Gus Ed¬ 
wards, the Jackson-led Ravens ran for 265 yards 
against Cincinnati and 242 against Oakland. Prior 
to that, Baltimore’s season high for yards rushing 
was 123. 

Asked if the Ravens’ improved ground game could 
be attributed to Jackson and Edwards, who has sur¬ 
passed 100 yards in two straight games, Harbaugh 
replied: “Both of those things, plus I think our offen¬ 
sive line is blocking really well. The tight ends are 
blocking really well.” 

Flacco’s has the edge in experience and is the bet¬ 
ter passer. Jackson is a threat to run at any time, a 
skill that drives opposing defenses crazy. 

“When you can establish the inside run, the pe¬ 
rimeter offense, all the bells and whistles with Jack- 
son, they’re very hard to defend,” Raiders coach Jon 
Gruden said. 

In a way, Harbaugh will choose his starting quar¬ 
terback as if his job depended on it. Because maybe 
it does. Baltimore has failed to reach the playoffs in 
three straight seasons, and another miss could put 
the coach on the hot seat. 

Should Harbaugh reach a decision before the Ra¬ 
vens face the Falcons (4-7), don’t expect him to pub¬ 
licly announce it. 

“If I decide to do it one way or the other, I don’t 
want our opponent to know,” he said. “So, I’m prob¬ 
ably not going to announce it for obvious reasons 
—just to make it tough on our next opponent. That’s 
the way we’ll go this week.” 












Wednesday, November 28,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 31 


NFL 


Scoreboard 


American Conference 


New England 
Miami 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Tennessee 

Jacksonville 

Pittsburgh 

Baltimore 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Denver 
Oakland 


Pet PF PA 

727 307 249 
455 223 283 
364 161 272 
273 221 281 

727 273 222 
545 325 273 
455 195 223 
273 197 243 

682 316 249 
545 271 198 
455 276 347 
409 253 283 

818 404 294 
727 307 219 
455 252 252 
182 187 327 


National Conference 


Dallas 6 

Washington 6 

Philadelphia 5 

N.Y. Giants 3 

Sc 

New Orleans 10 

Carolina 6 

Atlanta 4 

Tampa Bay 4 


Chicago 
Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Detroit 


4 6 1 
4 7 0 


545 234 213 
545 220 229 
455 230 253 
273 237 288 

909 409 256 
545 287 282 
364 280 307 
364 294 338 

727 317 211 
591 265 246 
409 264 267 
364 238 286 


909 389 282 
545 276 243 
182 155 293 
182 239 293 


West 

L.A. Rams 10 1 C 

Seattle 6 5 C 

Arizona 2 9 C 

San Francisco 2 9 C 

Thursday’s games 
Chicago 23, Detroit 16 
Dallas 31, Washington 23 
New Orleans 31, Atlanta 17 
Sunday’s games 
New England 27, N.Y. Jets 13 
Baltimore 34, Oakland 17 
Seattle 30, Carolina 27 
Philadelphia 25, N.Y Giants 22 
Tampa Bay 27, San Francisco 9 
Cleveland 35, Cincinnati 20 
Buffalo 24, Jacksonville 21 
L.A. Chargers 45, Arizona 10 
Indianapolis 27, Miami 24 
Denver 24, Pittsburgh 17 
Minnesota 24, Green Bay 17 
Open: L.A. Rams, Kansas City 
Monday’s game 
Houston 34, Tennessee 17 
Thursday, Nov. 29 
New Orleans at Dallas 

Sunday, Dec. 2 
L.A. Rams at Detroit 
Carolina at Tampa Bay 
Arizona at Green Bay 
Denver at Cincinnati 
Baltimore at Atlanta 
Chicago at N.Y. Giants 
Cleveland at Houston 
Indianapolis at Jacksonville 
Buffalo at Miami 
N.Y. Jets at Tennessee 
Kansas City at Oakland 
San Francisco at Seattle 
Minnesota at New England 
L.A. Chargers at Pittsburgh 
Monday, Dec. 3 
Washington at Philadelphia 

Monday 

Texans 34, Titans 17 

Tennessee 10 0 7 0—17 

Houston 7 17 3 7-34 

First Quarter 

Ten—FG Succop 31, 11:47. 

Ten—J.Smith 61 pass from Mariota 
(Succop kick), 9:21. 

Hou—D.Thomas 12 pass from Watson 
(Fairbairn kick), 5:21. 

Second Quarter 

Hou—Watson 15 run (Fairbairn kick), 
14:53. 

Hou—Miller 97 run (Fairbairn kick), 
9:22. 

Hou—FG Fairbairn 43, :00. 

Third Quarter 
Hou—FG Fairbairn 47, 8:53. 

Ten—Davis 48 pass from Mariota (Suc¬ 
cop kick), :13. 

Fourth Quarter 

Hou—D.Thomas 10 pass from Watson 
(Fairbairn kick), 8:15. 

A-71,826. 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 


Ten 

14 


260 


Hou 

19 


23-105 34-281 


181 

3-37 


Punt Returns 

Kickoff Returns _ _ 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 22-23-0 19-24-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 6-43 4-29 

Punts 6-49.7 5-44.8 

Fumbles-Lost 2-1 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 7-50 3-53 

Time of Possession 30:02 29:58 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Tennessee, Davis 1-39, 
Henry 8-30, Mariota 6-28, D.Lewis 7-8, 
Stocker 1-0. Houston, Miller 12-162, Wat¬ 
son 9-70, Blue 13-49. 

PASSING-Tennessee, Mariota 22-23- 
0-303. Houston, Watson 19-24-0-210. 

RECEIVING-Tennessee, D.Lewis 7-33, 
Davis 4-96, Firkser 4-52, J.Smith 2-63, Hen¬ 
ry 2-19, Stocker 1-14, Pruitt 1-13, Batson 
1-13. Houston, Hopkins 5-74, D.Thomas 4- 
38, Griffin 3-38, Coutee 2-14, Carter 1-14, 
Blue 1-13, Akins 1-8, J.Thomas 1-6, Miller 
1-5. 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Tennessee Titans running back Derrick Henry, center, is stopped by Houston Texans outside linebacker Jadeveon Clowney, left, and 
defensive end JJ. Watt during the second half Monday in Houston. 


Texans win record 8th straight 


By Kristie Rieken 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON — The Houston 
Texans wanted to honor their late 
owner and founder Robert “Bob” 
McNair, who died last week at age 
81. 

They knew the perfect way to 
do that Monday night was to keep 
their winning streak going. 

Deshaun Watson threw two 
touchdown passes and ran for a 
score as the Texans set a fran¬ 
chise record with their eighth 
straight victory, 34-17 over the 
Tennessee Titans. 

“The one thing Mr. McNair 
wanted was a winner,” J.J. Watt 
said. “All he wanted was a winner. 
He wanted to win every week. He 
wanted a team that could win and 
bring a championship to this city. 
So to be able to win eight straight 
and to be able to win tonight for 
him was good, and we’re going to 
try to keep doing that for him.” 

Demaryius Thomas scored his 
first two touchdowns with Hous¬ 
ton and Lamar Miller ran for 162 
yards, including a 97-yard TD. 

The Texans (8-3) also saluted 
McNair by wearing decals in 
the shape of a football with white 
block letters bearing his initials 
of “RCM.” With that tribute on 
the back of their helmets, they 
became the first team in NFL 
history to win eight games in a 
row after starting 0-3. They lead 
the AFC South by two games over 


Indianapolis. 

“We need to try and keep get¬ 
ting better,” coach Bill O’Brien 
said. “We need to take the mantra 
that we’re going to improve every 
day.” 

The Texans trailed by 10 early 
before reeling off 27 straight 
points. 

Houston receiver DeAndre 
Hopkins said there was no panic 
after the team fell behind in the 
first quarter. 

“We’ve been down 0-3 as a re¬ 
cord, so being down 10-0 on the 
board is nothing to this team,” he 
said. 

Tennessee (5-6) finally scored 
again on a 48-yard reception 
by Corey Davis late in the third 
quarter, but the second TD by 
Thomas — this one for 10 yards 
— made it 34-17 with just more 
than eight minutes left. 

Marcus Mariota, who missed 
the second half of last week’s 
game with a stinger, was 22-for- 
23 for 303 yards and two touch¬ 
downs. He completed his first 19 
passes before an incompletion 
with just more than a minute 
remaining. 

Miller’s 97-yard breakaway in 
the second quarter made it 21-10. 
It was the longest run in franchise 
history and the longest in the NFL 
since his dash of the same length 
for a touchdown on Dec. 28, 2014, 
with the Dolphins. He’s the only 
player in league history with two 
career rushing touchdowns of 95 


yards or longer. 

The Titans went ahead 3-0 on 
their first possession, and Jonnu 
Smith had a career-long 61-yard 
catch-and-run touchdown that 
extended their lead less than half¬ 
way through the first quarter. 

Houston got going after that, 
cutting the lead to 10-7 when 
Thomas grabbed his first touch¬ 
down since being traded from 
Denver on Oct. 30, a 12-yard grab 
with about six minutes left in the 
quarter. 

Watson put the Texans on top 
when he scrambled 15 yards for a 
score on the first play of the sec¬ 
ond quarter. 

The Titans went for it on fourth- 
and-inches from the 3 later in the 
second, but tight end Luke Stock¬ 
er was stopped for no gain. 

“If you look at their goal-line 
defense and having a lot of good 
knowledge of what they do on 
the goal line, that’s one play that 
had worked,” Tennessee coach 
Mike Vrabel said. “It didn’t work 
tonight and that’s not the reason 
that we lost. That’s a bad play.” 

Miller’s long TD , which helped 
Houston set a franchise record 
with 281 yards rushing, came on 
the next play. He took the handoff 
in the en(l zone and darted through 
a crowd of Titans before shedding 
one tackle and simply outrunning 
the rest of the defense. 

“My whole mindset is just, 
don’t get caught,” Miller said. 
“Because ... when we played the 


Dolphins, I got caught, so all the 
guys were giving me a hard time. 
So that was the only thing on my 
mind.” 

The Texans kicked a field goal 
as time expired in the second 
quarter to take a 24-10 lead into 
halftime. 

McNair remembered 

The Texans honored McNair 
in a pregame ceremony, which 
included a video tribute to him 
while the Texas A&M Singing 
Cadets sang “Amazing Grace.” 
While the video was played, one 
side of the video board displayed 
the words: “Faith, Family, Phi¬ 
lanthropy, Football.” 

Painted on both 25-yard lines 
was a football with his initials 
that looked just like the decals on 
the players’ helmets. 

Television cameras panned to 
several fans with signs honoring 
the late owner. One read: “Mc¬ 
Nair Never Forgotten.” 

Watson’s work 

Watson has thrown 39 touch¬ 
down passes in his first 18 career 
games, which is third in NFL his¬ 
tory behind Hall of Famers Kurt 
Warner (44) and Dan Marino (40). 
His 70 yards rushing on Monday 
were a career best and he tied 
Matt Schaub’s franchise record 
by throwing a TD pass in his 16th 
straight game. 
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No. 18 Oregon falls 

Texas Southern stuns Ducks 

College basketball, Page 27 
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Lakers, McGee seem to be good fit 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

T here was a two-season stretch 
during which JaVale McGee 
scored a total of 141 points. He 
was a target of jokes, wildly 
misunderstood by many in the NBA, al¬ 
most an afterthought of sorts whose ca¬ 
reer seemed to be closer to flaming out 
than taking off 

And in those darkest days, McGee 
kept asking himself the same question. 
“Is it over?” 

The answer now is obvious: No, it 
wasn’t over. Fast forward, and it may 
just be getting started. 


I played against him in the iast two NBA Finais and I 
wanted him on this team because I know what he brings. ^ 

LeBron James 

Lakers forward, on why he lobbied the team to sign JaVale McGee 


He’s living the life that few in the NBA Lakers, getting a chance to 


get to experience. He’s teamed up with 
the best players of this generation — 
Kevin Durant, Stephen Curry, LeBron 
James. He’s won two championships, 
part of Golden State’s back-to-back titles 
over the last two seasons. And now he’s 
the starting center for the Los Angeles 


play big minutes and put 
up numbers for the 
first time in nearly a 
decade. 

In his 11th season, 
McGee has basically 

SEE FIT ON PAGE 27 


Inside: Wizards overcome Harden’s 54 points, beat Rockets, Page 26 / 




Now with the Lakers, 
JaVale McGee is getting 
a chance to play big 
minutes and put up 
numbers for the first 
time in nearly a decade. 
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Texans pummel Titans, win eighth straight » NFL, Page 31 









